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Photo by Chance Kirby

Our guide to your summer of fun at      
Lake Ray Roberts includes:

♦ Rentals, including pontoon boats, jet skis and 
kayaks 

♦ How to book your guided fi shing tour for the catch 
of your life

♦ Pro tips on how to have a great time throughout 
the state park for the entire family

WE’RE STILL LOVIN’ THE 
LAKE IN PILOT POINT

EXPLORE PILOT POINT BEFORE AND AFTER YOUR LAKE DAY

Lone Star Lodge Resort & Marina
2200 FM 1192 | 940-686-0261 | lonestar-lodge.com

Lake Ray Roberts State Park camping
100 PW 4137 | 940-686-2148
Online campsite registry available at tpwd.texas.gov

Four Horsemen Travel Lodge
1301 US 377 | 940-686-2256

SHOPSHOP EATEAT DISCOVERDISCOVER

WHERE TO STAYHOW TO PLAY

 visitpilotpoint.org

@visitpilotpoint

FOR LISTINGS, 
GUIDES AND MORE

Plan your entire Lake Ray Roberts weekend at visitpilotpoint.org
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By Basil Gist
Staff Writer
 For a century, Texas resi-
dents and travelers from all 
over the United States and 
beyond have been able to es-
cape to nature thanks in part 
to the parks of the Lone Star 
State.
 According to its website, 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department has been main-
taining the beauty of 89 state 
parks for the last century, 
and it all began with Mother 
Neff near Fort Hood.
 “We get to help steward 
a site that was home to Pat 
Neff, whose mother had the 
first six acres that was do-
nated to Texas State Parks,” 
Mother Neff Superintendent 
Melissa Chadwick said.
 Those six acres, nestled 

100 years of state park history

Parks across Texas
celebrate 

park system

A campsite at Caddo Lake State Park in the ’50s.
Photo Courtesy of Ray Roberts State Park

Two women whip up 
breakfast over the 
campfire.

Photo Courtesy of Ray 
Roberts State Park
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TPWD celebrates 100th anniversary

940-367-5404

 Convenience Store   Gas Station     
Restaurant

Retail Center • Boat & Self Storage

Corner of Hwy 377 & FM 455
Pilot Point • 940-686-6117

—
 

—
 

—
 

—
 

—
 

Teens in the ’70s camp 
out at Pedernales Falls 
State Park.

Photo Courtesy of 
Ray Roberts State Park

along the Leon River, were set 
aside by Isabella Neff in her 
will, but her son Pat, a gov-
erner of Texas, donated an ad-
ditional 250 acres alongside 
the original six, Chadwick ex-
plained.
 “Way before that, back 
in the 1800s, Mother Neff’s 
Park was being utilized by the 
community,” Chadwick said. 
“It was a public-use park be-
fore the State Parks Board 
was even created.”
 That said, the 100-year 
celebration is not the birth-
day of Mother Neff State 
Park, but rather the birthday 
of the State Parks Board.
 “Mother Neff had opened 
her arms to the community 
long before the State Parks 
Board was even dreamt of. 
They would host many com-

Go behind 
the headlines!

postsignal.com/trial 

or call 940-686-2169A group barbecues under the tree cover in Cleburne State Park.
Photo Courtesy of Ray Roberts State Park
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Programs honor 
centennial year

munity and religious events,” Chad-
wick said. “She knew it was special 
and wanted to make sure that it re-
mained available for future genera-
tions to enjoy.”
 The idea of generations spanning 
enjoyment of nature is one shared 
among the rangers and hosts who 
maintain the parks.
 “Generations for another 100 years 
to come are going to be out here mak-
ing the same memories, having the 
same experiences and falling in love 
with Texas one generation after an-
other,” Isle du Bois Park Interpreter 
Mindy Shumate said.
 One such group memory will be-
gin this year in the form of campfire 
treats.
 “We’re having a S’mores Day 
event, which will be happening all 
over the state,” Shumate said. “Hope-
fully, every single park across the 
state is going to participate.”
 The idea is simple; park guests, 
staff and volunteers all over the state 

are going to gather around camp-
fires with graham crackers, Hershey 
bars and marshmallows in hand, and 
share a fireside treat with strangers— 
whether they be across the embers or 
the region.
 “It’s an awesome concept, connect-
ing people all across Texas, kind of 
like a shared memory for all the people 
that participate,” Shumate said.
 To be one of the first to join in that 
shared memory, pay attention to the 
Ray Roberts Facebook page or the 
TPWD website for dates and times 
as they are finalized in the coming 
months.
 “The more people connect to these 
wild places, connect to their histo-
ry, the more they care about them,” 
Shumate said. “Whether it’s the nat-
ural, cultural or historical resourc-
es of Texas, preserving and conserv-
ing them makes them accessible to the 
public to allow people to make memo-
ries here.”

Kids gather on the dock around their sizable haul.
Photo Courtesy of Ray Roberts State Park
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Live Fully For God
Helping People 

9540 HWY 377 South      Pilot Point, TX 76258

(940) 365 9312       midwaychurch.org

SUNDAYS 9:30 & 11AM

Safety 
measures

Cook Children’s 
provides life jack-
ets that visitors to 
the Ray Roberts 
Lake park system 
can borrow when 
they come out to 
enjoy the lake, in-
cluding at the Isle 
du Bois boat ramp.

Abigail Allen/
The Post-Signal
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By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
 As the weather gets warmer and 
visitors take to the water more reg-
ularly, the Ray Roberts Lake State 
Park staff wants to remind them to 
take water safety seriously.
 Whether people are using water-
craft or swimming, Isle du Bois Unit 
Superintendent Mark Stewart said, 
they need to put life jackets to good 
use.
 “They need to have a life jacket 
available,” he said. “If they’re start-
ing to get tired at all, they need to get 
out of the water and not push it.”
 Weather changes can hit the lake 
quickly, churning up waves with the 
wind. Storms like the ones that struck 
the area ahead of the projected time 
on March 2 can catch park users by 
surprise.
 Even in perfect weather, however, 
unexpected circumstances can lead to 
disaster if a life-preserving device is 
not on hand.
 “If something goes wrong with the 
boat and they lose power, they don’t 
have any control,” Stewart said. “It’s 
not too hard to get sideways and have 
a wave come aboard and potentially 
flood the boat or flip the boat.”
 On a boat, there must be a life 
jacket available for each person on 
the craft, and “for kids, they’re re-
quired.”
 That’s why the Cook Children’s sys-
tem has paired up with the state park 
to provide loaner life jackets sized for 
children.
 Although adults can technically 
just keep the life jackets near them, 
it’s safer for them to wear the devic-
es the entire time they are in the boat, 
Stewart said. 
 “You never know what’s going to 
happen,” he said. “A lot of people don’t 

like them because they’re not com-
fortable. But it just takes a minute.”
 The lake water, which is never fully 
clear, can get disorienting within mo-
ments when someone gets only a few 
feet below the surface.
 Swimming is allowed at visitors’ 
own risk anywhere outside of the boat 
ramps throughout the lake.
 “We have a designated swimming 
area, but it’s still—that’s just an 

area where it’s the nice sandy beach 
area,” Stewart said. “You can swim at 
any [part] of the shore, off the camp-
grounds or anywhere else.”
 Although it’s often disregarded, 
people with paddleboards, kayaks and 
other non-motorized watercraft are 
not allowed to launch from the swim 
beach.
 “We encourage people that are kay-
aking and paddleboarding to go to the 

far cove in the day use area, but in the 
designated swimming area, no water-
craft are allowed,” Stewart said.
 That’s for the safety of those swim-
mers.
 “If somebody’s swimming under-
water and they come up and they run 
into the [craft] with their head, it can 
cause some issues,” Stewart said.
  

State park stresses safety in, on water

WWW.NEUPLUMBING.COMPilot Point Texas WWW.NEUPLUMBING.COMPilot Point Texas
WWW.NEUPLUMBING.COMPilot Point Texas WWW.NEUPLUMBING.COMPilot Point Texas

Signs like this one at the Isle du Bois Unit boat ramp remind visitors of the park’s requirements while boating.
Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal
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By Joe Fragano
Staff Writer
 When Ray Roberts Lake opened 
for recreational use 33 years ago, it 
was a hotbed for Texas anglers eager 
to test the waters of the Lone Star 
State’s newest fishing grounds.
 Three decades later, the rush to 
fish Ray Roberts’ waters has slowed 
considerably, but there are still plen-
ty of families, competitive anglers 
and outdoor enthusiasts interest-
ed in seeing what they can pull out 
of the lake. Fishing guides like Jim 
Walling make a career out of helping 
those people make the most out of a 
fishing trip to Ray Roberts Lake.
 Walling owns and operates 
Ucatchem Guide Service and has 
helped anglers fish Ray Roberts 
Lake since 1992. Walling’s guiding 
career started in Missouri, but he 
migrated south to take advantage of 
a new lake opening in North Texas 
over 30 years ago.
 “[Ray Roberts Lake] opened in 
January of 1990,” Walling said. 
“January 1st, as a matter of fact. I 
got here to work on about January 
the 5th, and I’ve been guiding out 
here pretty much exclusively ever 
since. I [started guiding] a year be-
fore that ... in Missouri in 1989, but 
... I was waiting on this lake to open. 
... Denton is actually home. [Ray 
Roberts Lake] opened the next year, 
and I got back home.”
 Thirty years ago the market for 
guiding services on the newest lake 
in the state was extremely strong, 
Walling said. Nowadays things have 
slowed down considerably, but there 
are still enough people interested in 
fishing the lake that need help doing 
so to support a small community of 
Ray Roberts Lake guides.
 “Back in the ’90s when there was 
a lot of excitement about the lake 
and it was new, I fished roughly 250 
days a year,” Walling said. “It’s not 
to that extent any more. But if a 
guy works hard at it, has got a rep-
utation [for being] good with cli-
ents and [as a] fisherman, too, he can 
stay pretty busy. It’s not a lake like 
Texoma that supports hundreds of 
guides. Ray Roberts might support 
a few dozen guides.” 
 Walling provides full service to 

his clients for a day on the water. 
All an angler has to do after hiring 
Walling is show up, and he takes it 
from there.
 “We meet all of our clients, gen-
erally speaking, at ... Isle du Bois 
[in the] state park because they have 
the nice facilities. ... There’s not but 
a couple of places on the lake that 
have the fish-cleaning facilities. We 
meet our clients in the parking lot 
and leave out ... somewhere around 
7 or 8 in the morning. Of course, 
we furnish all the equipment and 
then catch fish for hopefully four 
hours and come in and spend an hour 
cleaning. Then we bag them up, and 
they take [the fish] with them.”
 The process by which Walling 
helps people find fish and reel them 
in has changed dramatically over 

the years. A rod and reel are still 
the weapon of choice for pulling in 
fish, but electronics, radar and oth-
er gadgets have helped some anglers 
get fishing down to a science. Wall-
ing said he is more of a traditionalist 
himself.
 “The biggest change [since I 
started guiding] has been the ad-
vancement of electronics,” Walling 
said. “Technology is unbelievable 
now compared to when I first start-
ed. The fishing methods themselves 
have changed a little. I wouldn’t say 
they’ve changed a whole lot, but the 
electronics and what you can see ... 
has really changed. ... They’ve got 
electronics out right now that [are] 
a lot like sitting in your living room 
and playing a video game. ... Be-
ing the generation I am, I’ve never 

been one to play video games. I’m old 
school.”
 Not all of the people who enlist 
the services of Walling or one of the 
other guides that frequent Ray Rob-
erts Lake’s waters are the same. 
Some are experienced fisherman 
preparing for a tournament; oth-
ers are first timers who have never 
pulled anything out of the water be-
fore at all.
 Some anglers go on a guided fish-
ing trip to bring back a haul of filets 
for a fish fry, while others are look-
ing for a photo op with a once-in-a-
lifetime bass. Whatever an angler is 
looking for, Walling’s job as a guide 
is to help them find it in the water.
 “[The lake] attracts people want-
ing to catch either white bass or 
crappie to take home and eat,” said 

He knows where to go
Fishing guide

provides insight to 
anglers on Ray Roberts

Jim Walling, right, poses with a pair of clients and a cooler full of white bass. Locally known as sand bass, Ray Roberts 
Lake is known for being one of the best lakes in the state to find the species.

Photos Courtesy of Jim Walling
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911 S. Hwy. 377 • Aubrey •  940-365-4444

DAVIDDAVID
AUTO PARTSAUTO PARTS

221 S. Jefferson • Pilot Point • 686-0775
Russell David, Owner/Manager

20+ years of serving 
your auto parts needs

Locally owned
& operated

Parts for all makes of vehicles
• Lubricants for tuneups (oil, fi lters, plugs)
• Oxygen & acetylene • Welding supplies
• New brand of car detailing

Guide shares love of Ray Roberts

Ace is the place to gear up 
for  the Great Outdoors!

Fishing Equipment | Tents | Coolers |  Lanterns Fishing Equipment | Tents | Coolers |  Lanterns 
Camp Stoves | Cooking Fuel | Much More!Camp Stoves | Cooking Fuel | Much More!

316 S. Hwy 377 Pilot Point TX 76258 M-F 7-7 Sat. 8-5 940-686-5311

Walling. “It attracts bass anglers 
everywhere from novices to profes-
sionals. ... Year before last, they had 
the biggest bass tournament in the 
world here, the Bassmaster Classic. 
It gets a lot of bass fishing pressure, 
and they have a lot of tournaments 
out here.”
 Competitive bass fishing is grow-
ing in popularity in the state of Tex-
as. Aubrey, Pilot Point, Tioga and 
Collinsville ISDs all have bass fish-
ing teams and there are tourna-
ments held on Ray Roberts Lake ev-
ery year.
 Not everyone who fishes in those 
tournaments is from the area. Some 
of them need help navigating the 
lake and some of the unique obsta-
cles it presents. A fishing guide like 
Walling can help with that too.
 “A good percentage of my busi-
ness is for [competitive bass fish-
ers] coming in here,” Walling said. 
“They want to come and get a guide 
and learn how to get around the lake 
because of all the stumps and every-
thing and maybe [learn] some po-
tential good fishing spots for bass. 
They’re doing that preparing for 
their tournament.”

 Family trips are the other side 
of a fishing guide’s coin. Moms and 
dads, often with young children who 
have never been fishing before, will 
hire a fishing guide to help get the 
whole family out on the lake for a 
fun day of fishing.
 These are often the trips where 
Walling gets to help a young pro-
spective angler pull a fish out of the 
water for the very first time. It’s 
those moments that Walling said 
make the job worthwhile.
 “It’s why I’m in this business,” 
Walling said. “That’s what I love 
about it, and I love putting an ex-
perienced angler on a 10-pound 
bass just as much, but there’s some-
thing about taking the families and 
the kids. Seeing those kids have a 
great time and catch more fish than 
they’ve ever caught in their life, 
that’s the ultimate.”
 Walling is just one member of a 
community of local professionals 
who have dedicated their careers to 
making Ray Roberts Lake seem just 
a little bit smaller, a little bit more 
accessible to the average fisherman, 
the novice or even the seasoned vet-
eran.
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By Basil Gist
Staff Writer
 With new event, sales and market-
ing manager Kylie King working the 
day to day, Lone Star Lodge and Mari-
na is seeing a revitalization, the once 
Yoga Twist owner said.
 It all starts with the marina, which 
the lodge has been approved to move 
forward on.
 “Having the marina is going to 
change everything,” King said. “It’s 
going to be 500 slips, and we’ll start 
with the first 94.”
 Many of those 500 slips will be oc-
cupied by boat owners who have been 
waiting some time to moor their rigs a 
little closer to home.
 “We’re making phone calls now; 
we have about 200 people on our wait-
list, and they’ve been waiting very pa-
tiently, some many years,” King said 
in February. “We’re hoping to have the 
first set done by end of February, and 
then we’ll start right in on the next.”
 In addition to the slips, the lodge 
retains its two primary venue loca-
tions: the barn, which fits 100 guests 
and has a general rustic look and the 

Dining Hall, which accommodates 
150. 
 “We’ve done some renovations on 
the barn, so it’s less of a horse barn and 
more of an event barn,” King said be-
fore leading into another project un-
der way. “We’re building a new venue 
space; it’s going to be called the Manor 

Hall and will work with a wedding for 
200-300 people.”
 The new venue has a loose comple-
tion date of June, King said.
 Those three specific spots, while ac-
commodating different sizes of events 
with differing aesthetics, are not the 
only ways in which King is encourag-

ing the community to use the lodge.
 “Right now I’ve got UNT who 
wants to come down and have a gi-
ant water fight with like 100 seniors,” 
King said. “Another lady wants to get 
married in the woods, just among the 
trees.”
 Unlike many venues, especially 
wedding venues, King strives to make 
the lodge not only accessible but also 
flexible.
 “It’s opening it up for all different 
people to be able to use this property,” 
King said. “‘Nothing is set in stone,’ is 
in my template email.”
 The owners of the lodge look to add 
something to this side of Ray Roberts 
Lake that is heretofore missing.
 “Everyone tends to go to Isle du 
Bois, right; its got big beaches and 
trails, but what is missing is a mari-
na,” King said.
 That additional and new draw, 
King said, will not only kickstart the 
lodge itself but breathe life into near-
by Pilot Point.
 “Imagine if you had three, four, 
five hundred additional people down 
here and the extra traffic that’s going 

Marinas make big changes

Crews work on the construction of the long-awaited slips at Lone Star.
Basil Gist/The Post-Signal

The slips under construction at the Lone Star Lodge and Marina stretch out into the water near the Jordan Park boat ramp.
Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal
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to be coming in for something to eat, 
grab a coffee, that sort of thing,” King 
said. “We want to encourage those 
people that are coming up here to go 
into Pilot Point.”
 Plus, King explained the lodge is 
working with the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department to get some 
trails added to the surrounding prop-
erty.
 “This year they’re going to put 
some actual marked trails in,” King 
said. “Right now it’s very popular for 
horses but not so much the hiking.”
 Other additions to the property in-
clude cabins to bolster the current ho-
tel limitations, as well as an RV park 
at the head of the property.
 “That will come after, as the ma-
rina and new venue space are the pri-
ority,” King said. “It may not be un-
til next spring, but it’s going to hap-
pen fast because we’ve had such a long 
wait.”
 One use the event manager is par-
ticularly keen on is the lodge being 
used for retreats.
 “There’s heaps of wedding venues, 
so we’re not really trying to be in com-
petition with anyone,” King said. “If 
you want to get married on the lake, 

come here, but the retreats are differ-
ent.”
 King explained, up to now, the 
lodge had not been particularly open 
to that sort of business, but after 
coming on, she said, from corporate to 
church to couples, retreats are a great 
option for the lodge.
 “Any kind of retreat really; we’re 
looking for companies to contact us; 

that’s what I’m really pushing for,” 
she said.
 The core aspect of the resort, which is 
still in the air despite all the traction on 
other fronts, is the restaurant.
 “We have to have someone who real-
ly knows restaurants to come in and do 
that,” King said. “We’d like, hopefully, 
to partner with a local restaurant or ca-
tering company to even just do a morn-

ing café or lunch. We don’t know for cer-
tain yet, but we will definitely be out-
sourcing.”
 All of the change is exciting, King 
said.
 “There’s heaps of things happening, 
that’s why it’s hard to put timelines on 
anything,” King said. “There’s too many 
things all happening so quickly; it’s just 
‘Go now.’”
 The Lone Star Lodge and Marina 
is not, however, the only marina with-
in spitting distance, though the other is 
a hop across the lake. What has been the 
Lake Ray Roberts Marina in Sanger is 
under new management. 
 The business has been sold to a na-
tional marina company by the name of 
Suntex. In the midst of the turnover, the 
company was unavailable for comment.
 Suntex supports the Folds of Hon-
or Foundation, which is a 501c3 that 
provides scholarships to children and 
spouses of soldiers wounded or killed in 
action.
 “At Suntex Marinas we believe in a 
passionate dedication to personal and 
professional integrity … by respecting 
ourselves, our employees, our guests and 
the environment we share,” the website 
says.

The Chandler family has been designing and 
manufacturing custom cabinetry for more than 
40 years, and our growth and success is not 
marked by an assembly line. Chandler Cabinets 
sets the standard and continues to lead the 
DFW Metroplex with the highest quality of 
custom cabinetry. Family owned and operated 
since 1976, we personally guarantee the 
superiority of our cabinetry. 

1110 JC Lane, Pilot Point, TX 76258 • (940) 686-5770 • info@chandlercabinets.net
chandlercabinets.net

Long-awaited slips take shape at Lone Star

The sun begins to set over the lake behind the Lone Star Lodge.
Photo Courtesy of Lone Star Lodge and Marina
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Interpreters offer wide range of programs

During the First Day Hike, the packs split with the middle pack, which Park Interpreter Mindy Shumate accompanied, being the largest of the three.
Basil Gist/The Post-Signal

By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
 Programming that helps people 
connect with nature is a crucial com-
ponent of the state park model every 
year.
 This year, in particular, there’s a 
touch of extra excitement with many 
of those programs, including those 
at Isle du Bois and Johnson Branch.
 “The idea is that programming 
will be staggered across the 90 parks 
in Texas, so there will be something 
happening at a state park every sin-
gle weekend in Texas,” IDB Park In-
terpreter Mindy Shumate said.
 For her, getting the chance to 

share the system’s history with the 
visitors has been a fun component of 
planning this year.
 “We’ll look at a little bit of our 
history, the good, the bad and the 
ugly will be divulged,” Shumate 
said. “Texas Parks have a good ar-
chive and historians that work for 
the agency, so I’m working with them 
to really dig into the history.”
 The Settler Women event, 
planned for March 18, will include 
settler games for those who would 
like to try their hand.
 Programming in general is a 
chance for families to take advan-
tage of the expertise of the park staff 

as well as that of Master Naturalists 
who often volunteer to lead some of 
the events.
 “The parents can kind of take a 
break and let us rangers take the 
lead and do some really fun activities 
with their kids,” Johnson Branch 
Park Interpreter Izzy Mabry said. 
“[We] get them back outside and get 
focus off of electronics and things; 
our programs give them the opportu-
nity to ask about why state parks are 
so important and why we need to con-
tinue doing what we’re doing.”
 For Mabry, the first week of 
spring would be an exciting opportu-
nity.

 “It’s just kind of kicking off and 
celebrating the first week of spring,” 
Mabry said. “There’s going to be 
games, activities, arts and crafts, 
and the Kid Fish Pond will still be 
open and stocked with trout.”
 Fishing will be accessible even to 
families unfamiliar with the hobby, 
thanks to ranger support.
 “There will be rangers over there, 
so they can fish with rangers if they 
like,” Mabry said.
 The Spring Fling will be March 
25 and, though the activities are fo-
cused on children, the ranger en-
couraged parents to participate, too.
 “We always love when parents get 
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Programming provides connection to nature, new activities

Breakfast & Midday Munchies
Coffee | Quiches 
Scratch Pastries

Pilot Point: mon-fri 6-2 | sat-sun 7-2
Tioga: mon-fri 5:30-11 | sat-sun 5:30-12:30

Denton: mon-Sun 6-3

432 S US 377, Pilot Point  |  104 E Gene Autry, Tioga
905 W University Dr, Denton

SELF STORAGE

BOAT & RV STORAGE

PROPANE TANK REFILL 

RV PROPANE REFILL

4770 US-377
Aubrey, TX 76227
(940) 440-2800
www.greenfillstorage.com

involved, so we’ll have sack races and 
the egg race,” Mabry said. “We have 
wooden eggs though because they’re 
expensive at the moment; we love to 
see families compete.”
 Mabry explained there will be a 
mix of activities happening both in-
doors and out and further reminded 
that Spring Fling, being one of the 
park’s centennial events, park entry 
will be free.
 “If people have questions about 
programming at any time, our Face-
book page and our website both lists 
the calendar of events,” IDB Unit Su-
perintendent Mark Stewart said. 
“This year, in particular, a lot of the 
events are being—statewide, with 
the 100 years of state parks centen-
nial celebration, there’s a lot of dif-
ferent activities going on that are 
designated as that.”

Staff Writer Basil Gist contribut-
ed to this report.

First Sgt. Lewis Padilla engages par-
ticipants during the Buffalo Soldiers 
event at Johnson Branch in February.

Basil Gist/The Post-Signal
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Families flock to IDB
A young family explores the Isle du Bois trails on Presidents’ Day.

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
 Every year, the Isle du Bois Unit 
of the Ray Roberts Lake State Park 
draws in families from other Dallas-
Fort Worth Area cities.
 In fact, the park is a perennial 
Top 10 in the Texas Parks and Wild-
life Department’s list of most-visited 
parks.
 Appealing to families is a point of 

pride for the park’s staff.
 “We try real hard to have a fami-
ly-oriented environment, whether 
that be in the camping traffic where 
we’re making sure we’re enforcing 
all our rules and regulations to make 
it a family-friendly environment, 
to our day use,” IDB Unit Superin-
tendent Mark Stewart said. “A lot of 
the activities and programs that we 
have are very good for either small 

families or Scout groups and school 
groups.”
 That’s also why the staff and park 
host volunteers work together to keep 
the park clean and in good repair.
 “We’ve always been trying to 
maintain that family-oriented, safe 
place to bring your family and we 
hope to continue that for a long time,” 
Stewart said.
 Part of IDB’s appeal is its relative 

proximity to the DFW Area while 
still being far enough removed that 
it feels like an adventure for families 
from Dallas.
 Stewart has started to see a goal 
he and his fellow state park admin-
istrators have had regarding the Pi-
lot Point community start to become 
a reality. The city that neighbors the 
park has implemented a campaign to 
emphasize how close it is to the lake 
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and to help encourage people 
to take advantage of the body 
of water in their backyard.
 “As we continue the devel-
opment of Pilot Point [we’re] 
just making sure people are 
aware that the park is here 
that move to the area,” Stew-
art said. “Some are very fa-
miliar with the park and yet 
some are not aware that we’re 
here, so we keep trying to in-
crease the profile of the park 
through community events 
and activities.” 
 That includes partnering 
with the Pilot Point Chamber 
of Commerce to plan a fami-
ly-friendly tournament in the 
fall.
 There are also two pho-
tography competitions—one 
park-specific and one state-
wide—open this year in hon-
or of the TPWD’s 100th anni-
versary.
 Visitors can also partic-
ipate in a photo scavenger 
hunt, too.
 “It’s 100 items that are 
listed all over the complex,” 
Stewart said.
 Those who find at least the 
minimum number of items 
can enter for a prize drawing 
that will happen at the end of 
the year.

 Participants can also drop 
off the entry slip.
 For Patrick Malcolm, a Ce-
lina resident, visiting Isle 
du Bois with his son on Pres-
idents’ Day when they both 
had the day off made a lot of 
sense.
 “We drove out here from 
Light Farms in Celina,” he 
said.
 His son, Jayden Malcolm, 
“likes to go fishing whenever 
he can,” Patrick said.
 “He’s learning how to 
drive, so we figured it would 
be a nice 25 minute drive to 
come out here,” he added.
 Fishing together is a great 
way to spend a nice day, Pat-
rick said.
 “I try to hang out with 
him as much as I can,” he 
said.
 It was the father and son’s 
first time at the park unit.
 “We wanted to try on the 
pier, but it was too windy 
there, so we figured the 
wind would be blocked,” Pat-
rick said. “We know nothing 
about the fishing spots. He 
saw this bass boat and he fig-
ured that he had radar. ... So, 
he’s like, ‘OK, there’s proba-
bly fish there.’” 

Patrick Malcolm, left, and his son, Jayden Malcolm, fish from the bank on Presidents’ Day. Pat-
rick was following Jayden’s lead on where to fish.

Photos by Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

Facilities at state park unit draw wide range

Families take advantage of the wind and warm weather on Presidents’ Day, flying kites and enjoying the Isle du Bois Unit’s swim beach area.
Photos by Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal
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Killham with kindness as office manager

Isle du Bois Office Manager Randy Killham strives to create an inviting environment for his coworkers and the park’s guests.
Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
 For 17 years, Randy Killham has 
been a force of nature in the Isle du 
Bois Unit's main headquarters.
 The office manager worked his 
way from being a seasonal worker 
who moved to full time, and he loves 
that he's had the chance to work in 
one park for the duration of his career 
with the Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment.
 "My favorite thing to do is talk-
ing to people as they come through," 
Killham said. "… I love helping people 
and making sure they're getting what 
they want."

 Originally a Nebraska boy, he came 
to Texas while working in retail for 
around 25 years.
 He decided to take a break from 
working in the retail world.
 When it came time for him to re-
join the working world, opportunities 
were much harder to come by than he 
had expected.
 By chance, he found the informa-
tion about seasonal work at IDB.
 "They had a posting for a summer 
seasonal position here," Killham said. 
"And I applied, and I went, 'This is re-
ally cool. I like this. I think I could re-
ally do this.'"
 As the summer season drew to a 

close, Killham found a new opportu-
nity—a full-time position on the office 
staff.
 He worked his way up from there.
 "I jokingly tell people at our re-
gional meetings that I killed my way 
to the top," Killham said.
 He has loved working with his co-
workers, many of whom have become 
close like family.
 In fact, he came on staff before 
IDB Superintendent Mark Stew-
art's daughter Kaylen was born and 
watched Will Stewart, Lindsey True 
and Garrett True grow up at the park.
 "He's been almost like an uncle to 
our kids," Stewart said.

 Killham has been key in the way 
the IDB office operates, Stewart said.
 "It's been great working with Ran-
dy," he said. "He's been a real good em-
ployee, a valued team member."
 He puts creative touches on the of-
fice and the work wherever possible, 
Stewart added.
 Some of those touches can be seen 
in the decorations surrounding him at 
his desk.
 On the windows that face the line 
of visitors streaming into the park, 
Killham has stained glass birds hang-
ing with one more set to join the flock.
 He also keeps photos of his loved 
ones and mementos from long-time 
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visitors on a shelf above his 
head.
 For a couple of years, Ceci-
ly Rebarchek has worked with 
Killham in the office, and the 
two have developed a deep 
friendship.
 "We've been able to build a 
relationship that carries out-
side of work," she said. "… We 
are able to communicate with 
each other not just as cowork-
ers, but as genuine friends."
 She's since gone to John-
son Branch to become a park 
operations trainee.
 Having the opportunity to 
find more work-life balance 
has been a welcomed change 
for Killham.
 Stewart said he, too, has 
enjoyed Killham getting to 
connect with the community 
through his love of theater.
 "It's been exciting over the 
last year or so, watching him 
get involved in the communi-
ty stuff with the Garage Door 
Theater," Stewart said.
 Rebarchek and many of 

the other IDB staff members 
have shown their support for 
Killham as audience members 
at his performances.
 Killham's ability to win 
over a crowd and to smile 
on stage helps him weath-
er some of the storms that 
come through the office on 
the customer service side, 
too.
 He tries to have a happy 
demeanor, he added, because 
he has been told his disposi-
tion has a way of affecting 
his peers in the office.
 "Those are the people who 
do the best, honestly," Kill-
ham said. "Is if they're hap-
py here and they like what 
we're doing."
 When he wants a moment 
to himself in the park, Kill-
ham enjoys going to the Lost 
Pines Trail or the Elm Fork 
Park to find isolated parts 
of the park.
 The chances to see Kill-
ham's smiling face are run-
ning low, too, as he plans to 

retire this year.
 "I hope that the people in 

this area and other people 
in Texas realize what a gift 

they have with their state 
parks," Killham said.

500 S. Hwy. 377, Pilot Point
940-686-4445

For many people, the dream For many people, the dream 
of home ownership is truly of home ownership is truly 

� e American Dream.� e American Dream.
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Killham loves working in state park system

Randy Killham keeps photos and items that remind him of people he cares about, topped with a 
Chaparral in honor of Aubrey.                    Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal
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Making improvements

A crew works on repairing the decking for the roof on a bathroom facility at the Isle du Bois Unit. The buildings, which are around 30 years old, are needing re-
pairs.

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

Go behind the headlines and save!
 Read � e Post-Signal for two months FREE with a trial subscription.

at postsignal.com/trial 
or call 940-686-2169
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Feet in 
the sand

Stephen Peterson 
from Aubrey sits on 
the Isle du Bois swim 
beach on Presidents’ 
Day, enjoying the 
chance to reconnect 
with nature.

Abigail Allen/
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Out on the 
water

Jimerson Adkins waves 
at the shoreline during a 
Pilot Point Paddleboard 
Club outing.

Justine Wollaston/
Contributing Photographer
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Paddleboard club hits IDB
By Justine Wollaston
Contributing Writer
 As the days inch toward consistent 70 degree 
plus temperatures, the local paddleboarders are 
readying their gear for launch. 
 Several locals have formed a paddleboard club 
so they can enjoy the lake together. 
 The club plans one long paddle each month, 
but most paddles are one to four people who can 
meet same time same place.
 Anyone can become a member by simply show-
ing up and requesting to join the Pilot Point Pad-
dleboard Club Facebook page.
 Members can post a date, time and launch lo-
cation if they want company on an outing. 
 Founding member Jimerson Adkins enjoys 
the camaraderie and the exercise. 
 “It’s fun, and it’s great fitness,” he said. “You 
get to be out in nature. You don’t have to be stuck 
in a gym or running around dodging cars.” 
 Paddleboarding is easy to get into. A board 
and life jacket cost around $250. Most newcom-
ers find their balance on the board after a couple 
outings. It is also feasible to sit or kneel on the 
board if balancing is difficult. 
 The sport offers a full body workout. 
 It is also a great way to enjoy the lake. 
 “You’ve got a solid eight months or more [on 
the lake] if you’ve got a wet suit, or if you’re just 

crazy,” Adkins said. 
 Evon Lusk enjoys the sport because she “can get 
out on the lake and not have to fi sh and not have to 
think about [anything else].” 
 The experience of being out on the water on a 
board is different to a boat because you are quietly 
gliding across the water. You get a real sense of the 
water around you and can get close to wildlife. 
 Boarders routinely see herons, geese, ducks and 
deer. 
 In shallower water and depending on the angle 
of the sun, boarders can see fi sh hanging out in rock 
gardens or lazily swimming. 
 Some of the most exciting things are to hear 

splashing and witness fi sh jumping for insects.
 It’s a fun sport for all ages and a way to make new 
friends. 
 People who have never been into a sport fi nd it fun 
and easy. But it is weather-dependent. 
 The boards are light, so winds above 12 mph make 
paddling diffi cult, and one is likely to fall in at some 
point so it’s no fun if the water is too cold. 
 There are apps available that tell the direction and 
speed of the wind on the lake.
 “Many locals never go to the lake if they don’t 
have a boat, or they use the trails near the shore but 
don’t get out on the water. On a board, you’re getting 
out on the water and seeing the shore from a whole 
different perspective,” Adkins said. 
 The boarders are able to get to secluded spots, in-
cluding Split Rock Bay on Wolf Island, Dragon Spire 
Point, DuckPoo Key and Sweet Beach.
 If you’re interested in trying it out, contact Ad-
kins through the Facebook page. 
 The group also welcomes people in kayaks, row-
boats, canoes and small sailboats—anything without 
a motor. 
 The only requirement otherwise is that every per-
son have access to a life jacket on board. 
 Kayaks can be rented from Isle du Bois and Lone 
Star Lodge and Marina. 
 Adkins also has an extra board for “a newbie who 
wants to see if they are into it.”

Shayla Storms 
lays out on her 
paddleboard 
during a club 
adventure.
Photo Courtesy of 

Amy Lanier



24 Ray Roberts Lake Visitors Guide Friday, March 10, 2023

McKenzie makes impact at Johnson Branch

Johnson Branch’s Brett McKenzie stands in the park unit that he loves to serve as assistant superintendent.
Basil Gist/The Post-Signal

By Basil Gist
Staff Writer
 The assistant superintendent at 
Ray Roberts Lake State Park John-
son Branch Unit saw increasing time 
at the desk in his future and chose in-
stead to retire to the parks.

Brett McKenzie, coming up on two 
years of service at Johnson Branch, 
retired as a major in the Army after 
20 years of service only to begin a new 
career as park ranger.

“The higher you go up in the Army, 
the more time you’re in a desk,” McK-
enzie said. “I decided I didn’t want to 

be at a desk in the same room all day 
every day doing the same job; I want 
to be outside, so this job is perfect.”

A deployment at Fort Hood put the 
officer within spitting distance from 
Colorado Bend State Park, where he 
first got the idea.

“I went out to the park out past 
Lampasas on the Colorado River and 
just said, ‘it would be great to work 
here,’” McKenzie said. “I was looking 
around thinking, this is what I want 
to do; I want to be helping other people 
enjoy nature.”

Between his time in the Army 

and an upbringing on Eagle Moun-
tain Lake in Fort Worth, McKen-
zie brought a bevy of applicable skills 
from his first career into his second, 
he explained.

“An Army Officer in the Infan-
try generally has some of the largest 
units with the most people to manage 
in them,” McKenzie said. “It involves 
being a leader and dovetailed nicely 
into management at a park.”

He extrapolated, explaining that 
as an executive officer he got on the 
job experience with budgeting, main-
tenance of equipment and so on.

“As a park manager it’s kind of like 
being in charge of a very small city,” 
McKenzie said. “You have things 
which have to be fixed, improved, 
projects for improvement, mainte-
nance, customer service, [etc.]”

He further related his time over-
seas and on joint operations to accom-
modating park hosts and guests.

“Being an Army Officer gave me 
a wide range of experience working 
with people all over the world,” McK-
enzie said. “I worked with the Rus-
sians, Finns, Swedes, Danes, the Pol-
ish and the Bosnians. I worked with 
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Assistant superintendent fi nds peace in nature
Iraqis and spent two years in Korea on 
the DMZ [demilitarized zone] where I 
worked hand in glove with a combined 
Korean-U.S. multinational unit, so 
I got a lot of experience from peace-
keeping to Operation Iraqi Freedom.”

McKenzie spoke more at length 
about his extended deployment on the 
DMZ where he met his wife.

“I actually got married late in life 
while on the DMZ in Korea in 2012,” 
McKenzie said. “They take tours up 
there, and she was manager of the gift 
shop for nearly 20 years and had nev-
er dated an American until I came 
along.”

In his time at Johnson Branch, 
McKenzie has built himself a reputa-
tion complete with a nickname; park 
staff and volunteers call him “The 
Beaver,” chiefl y for his knowledge of 
trees but also for his affi nity with a 
chainsaw.

“It started when I was stationed 
at Fort Hood for the second time, 
a friend of mine’s dad retired and 
bought 600 acres out in Palestine; 
that’s old root hardwood trees ... but 
with those big trees and sandy soil, 
you get some rain and wind and they 

like to fall over and block the trails,” 
McKenzie said.

It was in the pursuit of clearing 
those trails that The Beaver got his 
teeth. The friend works as an environ-
mental scientist, so McKenzie got an 
education in trees while dismantling 
them.

“He got me interested in tree 
growth cycles and different species 
which dovetailed to natural resourc-
es and invasive species, management 
and prairie restoration,” McKenzie 
said. “[But], it started as a utilitarian 
thing.”

Prairie restoration in particular is 
a focus for McKenzie, despite the im-
plication that more prairie means less 
trees.

“There’s always the maintenance 
aspect,” McKenzie said. “Birds carry 
cedar seeds around everything, and 
those things will pop up anywhere. 
You could get the job completely fi n-
ished, and if you don’t do anything for 
a few years, you’ll have overgrowth all 
over again.”

Before choosing the Army and 
eventually the parks, McKenzie had 
aspirations to be a physician, at least, 

until he weighed all the additional 
school against getting life started.

“I went to TCU in pre-med and 
got a biology degree, but about half-
way through college I decided, ‘I hate 
school, so why would I sign up for four 
more years.’”

McKenzie explained he has no hu-
man children but raised a puppy in-
stead.

“I love dogs; I have a seven-year-old 
Border Collie who is probably as smart 
as a fi ve-year-old child and as demand-
ing as one for sure,” McKenzie said.

The ranger, like many others in his 
line of work, does a lot of what he does 
for a living on his days off.

“I like to go out to parks on my days 
off and walk,” McKenzie said. “I live 
in Sanger, so I go to the parks there. 
My wife is a city girl, but I like having 
the woods nearby.”

Between an extending stay on the 
DMZ, a career in the military and 
working with tourists for a living, 
McKenzie could be forgiven for carry-
ing more stress than the average per-
son, but he’s found a way to keep that 
tension under control.

“I’m a yogi; not with mats and 

stretchy pants but sitting still for 
long periods,” McKenzie said. “It’s 
called Self-Realization Fellowship. I 
was initiated in August 2019 in down-
town L.A., which was the last time 
they did it in public before COVID 
hit.”

McKenzie explained yoga for him 
is less sun salutations and more con-
templation.

“It started with a lot of reading; I 
started with Aldous Huxley’s ‘Peren-
nial Philosophy’ back in 2010,” McK-
enzie said. “I’ve got a whole bookshelf 
at home. There’s some ‘woo-woo’ spir-
itual books, but it’s just about going 
along that path that led me to medita-
tion.”

The ranger, who was in Iraq in 
2006, explained creating conscious 
peace has since been a valuable tool.

“It eliminates a lot of fear in your 
life; you start carrying that calm 
with you everywhere you go,” McKen-
zie said. “I was probably the only yogi 
who was an Infantry Offi cer in the 
Army.”



26 Ray Roberts Lake Visitors Guide Friday, March 10, 2023

By Tatiana Ambrosio
Contributing Writer
  The Lake Ray Roberts Equestrian 
Trails Association otherwise known as 
LRRETA (pronounced like the name 
Lorreta) has been a best friend to the 
Ray Roberts Lake State Park for quite 
some time. 
 As part of that friendship, the asso-
ciation has not only benefitted the park 
and itself but also all visitors to the state 
park complex.
 Their website best explains their 
mission.
 It reads, “We are a bunch of enthusi-
astic and fun horse people that strive to 
improve the quality of your horseback 
riding experience by preserving, main-
taining and improving the equestrian 
trails at Lake Ray Robert's State Park 
in North Texas.” 
 A bridge, or rather an elevated walk-
way, brought the association into being. 
 In 2010, after severe flooding, a large 
crevasse formed on the trail just below 
the dam. 
 The park held a public meeting about 
the issue in 2011.
 “They said, ‘We’re going to close this 
trail because we don’t have the funds to 
fix it,’” LRRTA President Linda Moore 
said.
 Moore and other equestrians at the 
meeting said they enjoyed the trail and 
were unhappy about it being closed. 
 “So, we got organized,” she said.
 Members from the Greenbelt Alli-
ance were also in attendance at the meet-
ing and provided help, Moore said.
 “They were already a 501c3 organiza-
tion,” she said. 
 The newly formed group would have 
a focus on equestrian trails and ameni-
ties but was formed under the Greenbelt 
Alliance.
 “That was our over-arching umbrella 
organization,” she said. 
 LRRETA knew it would take a signif-
icant amount of time for them to receive 
their own 501c3 designation.
 They banded together to immediate-
ly raise money for the elevated walkway.
 It took much coordination between 
all of the controlling entities from the 
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, which 
owns the land; to the Texas State Parks 
and Wildlife Department, which man-
ages the land; to the cities of Denton, 
Aubrey and Pilot Point. 
 “It was hard to get a meeting,” she 
said about having all the organizations 

in attendance.
 The group eventually succeeded af-
ter two years. 
 They were awarded a grant for 
$132,000 for the elevated walkway from 
a Texas Parks and Wildlife Recreation-
al Trails grant. With the money, they 
were able to build the walkway and do 
some other improvements needed on the 
trails.
 Moore praised LRRETA’s members 
for being good grant writers. 
 “We’re quite successful at the grant 
thing,” she said. 
 In 2012 LRRETA brought in 
$460,000 worth of grant money to the 
park. That figure includes the money 
for the walkway and trail markers every 
half mile of all the trails.
 “It took us about five years to finish 
that grant,” she said. 
 Grant money was used to improve 
amenities at the Bluestem Grove Eques-
trian Camp area at Isle du Bois.

 Amenities at Bluestem Grove now 
include: nine double overnight horse 
stalls, day-use stalls, several recycled 
benches, a round pen, and water and 
electricity connections for the camp-
sites.
 A round pen, Moore explained, is a 
place for riders to warm up their hors-
es that may have jitters from riding in 
trailers or are just needing to get out 
extra energy before riders take them on 
the trails. 
 “It’s a safety issue,” she said. “So, 
you can get them a little settled down.”
 Overnight horse stalls, Moore said, 
offer another safety issue solution.
 If campers only had places to tie 
horses, they run the risk of the horse 
getting free. 
 “You sure don’t want your horse get-
ting untied in the middle of the night,” 
she said.
 The benches are made out of recycled 
plastic.

 “We collect stretchable plastics,” 
Moore said. “We have recycled more the 
10,000 pounds of plastic.”
 The group collects from the local 
Brookshire Brothers grocery story 
along with D&L Farm and Home, Den-
nards, and Pilot Point Feed Store for 
their used packing plastics. 
 Members of the community can also 
donate their used plastic grocery bags 
by contacting LRRETA.
 The group’s trail improvements in-
clude preventative measures to keep 
muddy areas from becoming bogs that 
can injure the horse and rider. 
 They also have work days that in-
cluded trail trimming. Work days usu-
ally happen twice a year—usually once 
in the spring and once in the fall. 
 Moore encourages anyone that would 
like to help with a work day to join them. 
 Ray Roberts Lake State Park Super-
intendent Robbie Merritt praised LR-
RETA’s most recent “big win” this year 

LRRETA reins in support for park

Trail riders enjoy the elevated walkway that inspired the creation of the Lake Ray Roberts Equestrian Trail Associa-
tion. The organization has made many improvements to the over 29 miles of trails along the Greenbelt.

Photo Courtesy of LRRETA
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Nonprofi t provides needed volunteers, resources for paths
of adding the 50-amp electric and water 
connections to the camping spots at the 
Bluestem Grove. 
 “They’ve been working on it for 
years,” he said. 
 He relayed how the organization 
had been waiting patiently through 
many approval processes from the 
park.
 Equestrians are only allowed to use 
Bluestem camping sites that have pre-
viously been primitive sites. With the 
electricity, those equestrian campers 
can have access to power for their rec-
reational vehicles. 
 Moore said a lot of equestrians 
travel and stay at the park. Many of 
them have horse trailers that include 
added living spaces for humans. 
 The primitive sites posed a prob-
lem for those equestrians, “because 
the state park has a rule that after 10 
o’clock you cannot run a generator, 
even though a lot of us have our own 
generators,” she said.
 Although LRRETA had grant mon-
ey for a lot of their projects, Merritt 
noted, they could not use any of that 
money for the electric and water con-

nections project. 
 “They raised almost $60,000,” he 
said. “And they raised it all through 
grassroots efforts. … They're a really 
important partner.” 
 He explained that being a gov-
ernment entity can sometimes limit 
spending on certain projects. 
 “But having them being a nonprofi t 
partner that’s just passionate … really 
helps bring projects forward and get 
things done faster,” he said. 
 Merritt explained further that the 

parks are here for the people. To have 
people take ownership of the park in 
the manner and help steward resourc-
es is very important to the park itself.
 “We have equestrian trails from 
U.S. 380 all the way up through 
the Greenbelt, through Isle du Bois 
through Jordan Park up the area we 
call Lost Lake, just north of Jordan,” 
he said. “It’s all continuous.”
 He also pointed out that LRRETA 
had been nominated and were award-
ed by the 2022 Outstanding Friends 

Group Award for Region VI by Texans 
for State Parks.
 “They've got a lot to crow about this 
year, for sure,” Merritt said. “We’re 
super proud and excited for them.”
 Members of LRRETA attended the 
conference in early March to receive 
the award. 
 Plans for the future include plans 
to fi x the area along one of the trails 
the LRRETA members refer to as 
“horse bog creek” so named because a 
horse actually got bogged down in the 
area and had to eventually be pulled 
out with a rope. 
 Anyone can become a member of 
the group. Members do not have to 
own a horse.
 Not all the improvements LRRETA 
makes are for equestrians alone. They 
are also planning rest stops that in-
clude hitching rails and a covered area 
with a picnic table at the halfway point 
on each of the fi ve trails for all users of 
the trails.
 “People can stop there, have a nice 
picnic lunch and then go on,” Moore 
said.

Overnight stalls 
at the Bluestem 
Grove equestri-
an camp site pro-
vide a safe place 
for horses to camp 
overnight.  

Tatiana Ambrosio/
Contributing 
Photographer
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Greenbelt provides trails, connectivity
By Tatiana Ambrosio
Staff Writer
  Many of the Ranch Cities’ newer 
residents may be waiting for their 
neighborhoods to be fully built to in-
clude amenities like trails and water 
features. 
 However, the Ray Roberts Lake 
State Park is only minutes from the 
driveway, offering protected green ar-
eas that long-established residents of 
the area have not only worked to pro-
tect but also gifted for all to use.  
 The state park includes the ex-
pected lake access and campgrounds 
found at the Isle du Bois and the 
Johnson Branch units. It also in-
cludes boat launches in Sanger and at 
Jordan, Buck Creek and Pecan Creek 
parks.  
 The complex includes an extensive 
network of trails for hiking, biking 
and horseback riding. This network of 
trails is known as The Greenbelt.
 The Greenbelt contains over 29 
miles of connected trails, including 
over 6 miles of “concrete/improved” 
trails and over 11 miles of equestrian 
or multi-use trails.  
 The Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment leases the land from the 
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, which 
built the lake in the 1980s. The camp-
grounds opened in the mid to late 
1990s, while the Greenbelt opened 
later into the early 2000s. 
 “That was in large part due to the 
good works of the people with the 
Greenbelt Alliance,” Ray Roberts 
Lake State Park Superintendent Rob-
bie Merritt said.  
 He said the Greenbelt Alliance be-
gan with mostly landowners along the 
Greenbelt corridor who donated a lot 
of the land to make sure it would be 
protected from future development. 
 “As a result of that, too, we were 
able to establish that trail system,” he 
said. 
 The Greenbelt received over 70,000 
visitors last year.  
 Visitors can access the trail system 
from Jordan Park, Isle du Bois, FM 
455 (below the dam), FM 428 and U.S. 
380.  
 In 2015, the access point and park-
ing lot on U.S. 380 had been closed 
due to flooding and a log jam. It was 
a major log jam that, Merritt said, 
diverted the whole river through the 
area.  
 Merritt said frequent log jams 

were the issue causing so much flood-
ing in that area. 
 In 2018, a large log jam was re-
moved by TxDOT.  
 “We thought that was going to fix 
our problem,” he said, but it was to 
no avail. Another log jam was created 
with the next flood.  
 During the years since, the U.S. 
380 access point had been closed, and 
a lot of options for reopening were dis-
cussed and worked through logistical-
ly.  
 After much deliberation and many 
attempts in 2021, there was a collec-
tive decision made that the park would 
accept that the area floods.  
 “We understand that this place is 
going to flood. It’s in a floodplain but 
that doesn’t mean we can’t have a trail 
access here,” Merritt said. “We’ve been 
open there since the fall of 2021.” 
 Now the access point will be closed 
when it floods then cleaned out “as 
best [they] can” and reopened.  
 Merritt said that new loops will be 
added which mean visitors can still 
access areas from the FM 428 access 
point to the U.S. 380 access point, even 
during the floods.  
 Texas Parks and Wildlife is cur-
rently celebrating it 100 years of Texas 
State Parks. 
 “It’s a pretty amazing time to be 

working for [Texas] State Parks,” Mer-
ritt said explaining the feeling of ac-
complishment of building the parks 
over the 100 years. “It feels like being 
on a bridge to the future,” he said.  
 Merritt feels like the bridge con-
nects the efforts of those in the past 
that worked to preserve the land to 
those in the future that will enjoy 
it. He pointed out that only approxi-
mately 3% of Texas’ land is public 
land.  
 “So, these parks that we have 
are just that [much] more special 
… especially as we see urbanization 
growing and growing,” he said. 
 Ray Roberts Lake State Park will 
be participating in the celebration 
by hosting Greenfest on the Green-
belt on April 15. The event will be 
co-hosted by the Greenbelt Alliance.  
 The event will include a 5K trail 
run and a one-mile fun run. Run-
ners are able to sign up until April 
7. People will also be able to enjoy 
bounce houses and other activities. 
 “We’re going to be out there in 
force with all kinds of different park 
ranger games,” Merritt said. 
 He noted that the Blackland 
Prairie Raptor Center will also be 
on hand. 
 “It’s going to be a fun time,” he 
said.  

 The event will be at the Green-
belt access point on FM 428.  
 The Greenbelt Alliance is a vol-
unteer organization that “fosters 
awareness of the Greenbelt; gener-
ates public support; promotes recre-
ational and educational opportuni-
ties; and encourages preservation of 
the Greenbelt in its present, scenic, 
natural state for the benefit of all,” 
according to its website.  
 Periodically, the state park will 
host interpreter programs along the 
Greenbelt. Merritt said information 
about any upcoming interpreter pro-
grams can be found on their Face-
book pages.  
 “The Greenbelt’s [events] are 
usually posted on Isle du Bois’ 
[Facebook page],” he said. 
 Some of the park’s most interest-
ing animals can be seen from the 
Greenbelt. 
 Merritt said that people are often 
amazed by the beavers and otters 
that live in the park. He said they 
can be hard to spot, but their evi-
dence can be found along the Green-
belt. 
 “They like to hang out especially 
in those sloughs and things off of the 
main trail,” he said. 
 Pets are allowed on the Greenbelt 
while on their leash, and Dallas Off-
Road Bicycle Association also uses 
the trail system.
 Currently, the park is hiring a 
new supervisor for the Greenbelt 
as the previous supervisor, Daniel 
Rios, was promoted to another park. 
Merritt explained that there is a 
comradery among parks, especially 
with those close in the region.  
 “It’s a pretty tight working com-
munity,” he said.  
 He explained that even recently 
members of his staff went to Eisen-
hower State Park at Lake Texoma 
to help clear campgrounds, and that 
the Ray Roberts staff has often bor-
rowed equipment from them. 
 “We’ve got a really close working 
relationship with all of our other 
state parks in the area,” he said. 
 The trails will soon be more user 
friendly with new names and new 
trail markers showing the names. 
A new trail map is available on 
the website. Merritt expects the 
new maps to be displayed at access 
points and along the trails by fall of 
2023.  

Trail markers 
line the more 
than 29 miles 
the Greenbelt 
has to offer visi-
tors. Portions of 
the trail system 
are equestrian 
friendly.  
Tatiana Ambrosio/

Contributing 
Photographer
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Finding fl owers at Ray Roberts Lake
 The wildfl owers that dot the Ray Rob- The wildfl owers that dot the Ray Rob-
erts Lake State Park system aren’t there erts Lake State Park system aren’t there 
purely by accident or nature.purely by accident or nature.
 Members of the park system staff ac- Members of the park system staff ac-
tively work to help the wildfl ower popula-tively work to help the wildfl ower popula-
tion fl ourish throughout the different park tion fl ourish throughout the different park 
units to help visitors have a look at the units to help visitors have a look at the 
fl owers native to the area.fl owers native to the area.
 “Our dream is to be … a wildfl ower des- “Our dream is to be … a wildfl ower des-
tination,” Johnson Branch Unit Assistant tination,” Johnson Branch Unit Assistant 
Superintendent Scott Eager said.Superintendent Scott Eager said.
 Flowers bloom year-round at the park,  Flowers bloom year-round at the park, 
helping pollinators fi nd sources of food helping pollinators fi nd sources of food 
outside of the plentiful months.outside of the plentiful months.
 Many of the same varieties can be found  Many of the same varieties can be found 

across the park, including in pocket prai-across the park, including in pocket prai-
ries, “where we’re doing a lot of invasive ries, “where we’re doing a lot of invasive 
species removal,” Isle du Bois Unit Super-species removal,” Isle du Bois Unit Super-
intendent Mark Stewart said.intendent Mark Stewart said.
 “[That’s] so that people can kind of  “[That’s] so that people can kind of 
see what some of this area looked like 100 see what some of this area looked like 100 
years ago, 200 years ago, when settlers years ago, 200 years ago, when settlers 
were coming through the area.”were coming through the area.”
 Eager also gave a warning to people  Eager also gave a warning to people 
searching through tall grass for the blos-searching through tall grass for the blos-
soms to check for insect and arachnid bites.soms to check for insect and arachnid bites.

 See which of the fl owers on this page you  See which of the fl owers on this page you 
can fi nd at the park.can fi nd at the park.

Story & Pictures by 
Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

Elderberry Evening Primrose

Texas Thistle Echinacea Lemon Beebalm Black-eyed Susan Finger Poppy-mallow

Longhead Conefl ower Texas Star Conefl ower Mimosa Rosinweed

Green Milkweed Indian Paintbrush Triodanis Indian Blanket Noble Yarrow
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Beetle Cardinal

Catfi sh Cormorant Deer Goose

Racerunner

 There’s a wide variety of creatures to fi nd within the  There’s a wide variety of creatures to fi nd within the 
Ray Roberts Lake State Park complex, ranging from Ray Roberts Lake State Park complex, ranging from 
insects that live in the water and on land, to migratory insects that live in the water and on land, to migratory 
and birds who stay year-round as well as reptiles that and birds who stay year-round as well as reptiles that 
include the six-lined racerunner and various snakes include the six-lined racerunner and various snakes 
to mammals as small as squirrels to as large as white-to mammals as small as squirrels to as large as white-
tailed deer.tailed deer.
 The fi sh, which include bottom-dwellers like catfi sh  The fi sh, which include bottom-dwellers like catfi sh 
and bass, draw out anglers all year.and bass, draw out anglers all year.
 The following are a collection of animals seen at  The following are a collection of animals seen at 
Ray Roberts Lake State Park.Ray Roberts Lake State Park.
 See which of the animals on this page you can fi nd at  See which of the animals on this page you can fi nd at 
the park.the park.

Ray Roberts Lake animal search

Orb Weaver

Pelican TurkeyRabbit Wild Pig

Story & Pictures by 
Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal
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5246 Hwy 377 South, Suite 7
Krugerville TX 76227

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. • Sun. Worship 10:30 a.m.Sunday School 9:30 a.m. • Sun. Worship 10:30 a.m.
13335 Mustang Road • Pilot Point 13335 Mustang Road • Pilot Point 

940-372-0396 • 940-372-0396 • mustangbaptistchurch.orgmustangbaptistchurch.org

Coach G.A. Moore, Pastor • Brian Lynn, Associate PastorCoach G.A. Moore, Pastor • Brian Lynn, Associate Pastor

A family-
oriented, 
hymnal-

using,using,
Bible-Bible-

teaching 
churchchurch

Mustang Mustang 

Baptist 

ChurchChurchChurch

On the 
move

After launching 
from the Jordan 
Park boat ramp, 
a boater opens up 
his engine past 
the wave breaks.

Abigail Allen/
The Post-Signal



32 Ray Roberts Lake Visitors Guide Friday, March 10, 2023

C� e spend time with usC� e spend time with us
Unmatched natural scenery in every season

makes for a truly unique atmosphere.

Lakeside Lodging • Boat Service/Repair
Boat, Jet Ski & Kayak Rentals

Weddings • Showers • Special Events
Multiple venue options for private 

or corporate events
Horse & Hiking Trails

Located in Ray Roberts State Park/Jordan Unit
2 miles west of Pilot Point • 2220 FM 1192

Resort: 940-686-0261          Toll free: 866-526-8262
www.lonestarlodgeresortandmarina.com

Y� ’re always
welc� e at
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