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Area gets roadway updates, expansions
By Tatiana Ambrosio
Staff Writer
Progress in the construction of the
Dallas North Tollway is showing up
minutes from Pilot Point on FM 455,
with the frontage road set to be finished
by 2023.
Another new road coming to the
Ranch Cities is TxDOT’s Outer Loop.
While new roads are planned for the
area, other existing roads will be expanding into six-lane urban thoroughfares.
Brian SanFilippo, senior communications strategist for the NTTA,
walked residents through a slide show
in June informing them of the most recent developments of the tollway coming
through the county leading into Grayson County.
“Our partners in Denton County are
actually working on that frontage road
and that will set up the last segment,”
SanFilippo said.
Regarding the status of the road,
Michael Rey, media relations manager for NTTA said, “Crews in the area
have worked over the last few months
to reach several milestones on this project.”
Roadway paving from FM 455 to
Mobberly Road is nearing completion,
and subgrade work from FM 455 to CR
60 is underway.
As part of this work, a bridge was
constructed over the Little Elm Creek
Tributary between CR 9 and FM 455.
Drainage work has also been taking
place on the project. Crews have been
grading slopes and ditches in preparation for temporary seeding. Additionally, rock is being placed at the new storm
drains, culverts and bridges in that
same stretch of road to prevent erosion
and improve drainage.
“The project is scheduled to open to
traffic by the end of the year, weather
permitting,” Rey said.
The Outer Loop is a project that still
offers more questions than answers
when it comes to the Ranch Cities.
It was proposed by the North Central
Texas Council of Governments in the
early 2000s. The NCTCOG is the metropolitan planning organization for the
12-county Dallas-Fort Worth region.
The new highway would encircle the
Dallas-Fort Worth region. It is planned
to go from Kaufman County on the east
to Ellis County on the west.
A feasibility study was done in 2011.
The study determined that only the Collin County and Denton County portions
of the new road were warranted.
The Texas Department of Transpor-

Signs bar vehicles from using the section of the Dallas North Tollway extension project that spans from Collin County
up the Denton County line to Grayson County.
Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

tation website states, “Similar to Collin
County, the population of Denton County is projected to grow from approximately 663,000 people (2010 Census) to
over 3 million people in 2050, according
to the Texas Demographic Center.”
The original proposed road would be
two lanes of continuous frontage roads
by 2027, six lanes of continuous frontage roads by 2037 and six lanes of freeway by 2040. It is planned as a controlled
access freeway that will eventually connect Interstate 35 to the Dallas North
Tollway in Denton County and eventually connect towns in Collin County all the
way to Farmersville.
The Outer Loop Extension will follow
segments of FM 428. However, it is proposed to go north of Aubrey to avoid the
town. It will cross the Greenbelt, and the
proposed roadway work has been shared
and worked upon together at stakeholder meetings since 2018 with members of
Texas Parks and Wildlife, the Greenbelt
Alliance, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Lake Ray Roberts Equestrian Trails Association to minimize
impacts on wildlife and the greenbelt

natural resource.
Meanwhile, TxDOT is currently doing a feasibility study on possible realignment options of U.S. 380 possibly
taking the road north of its current location further into the Ranch Cities, not
to be confused with the Outer Loop Extension.
However, in its December 2020 public meeting, TxDOT showed one option
that took the new alignment along much
of the same path proposed for the Outer
Loop Extension.
Public meetings about the proposed
realignments were held in November
and December in Prosper and Denton.
Residents can stay informed about
the progress of this project at drive380.
com.
Several other planned improvement
projects continue in various phases including FM 1385, FM 2931 and U.S. 377
making them all six-lane arterials.
According to the latest information
from TxDOT, FM 2931 and FM 1385 are
set to let in August 2045.
U.S. 377 is planned to be reconstructed and widened to a four-lane

roadway starting in August 2028. It
will ultimately end up being a six-lane
thoroughfare.
Kendall Kirkham Sloan, public information officer for TxDOT, offered
help for those looking for more current
information through TxDOT’s website.
She referred to the project’s “white pages” that are updated quarterly by area
engineers.
The information can be found by going to www.txdot.gov.
“This can often be helpful for basic
information,” Sloan said.
The timelines on the individual
white papers show public meetings,
right-of-way, utilities and construction
estimates as well.
According to these pages, current
work on FM 428 is listed as “rehabilitate
existing roadway” and is set to be complete by October 2022.
FM 455 is set to be resurfaced with
“TBD” as an estimated completion date.
These same pages list the expansion
of U.S. 380 as unfunded.
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Area fire, EMS prep for population growth
By Joe Fragano
Staff Writer
Nobody along the local
stretch of U.S. 377 and the U.S.
380 corridor is more in tune
to the area’s growth than the
fire and EMS providers of Tioga, Aubrey, Pilot Point, Cross
Roads and the surrounding cities.
For the Tioga Volunteer Fire
Department, the last year has
featured a series of steps toward the department’s goal of
providing all the same services
of a full-time fire department
as a volunteer operation. The
department has added vehicles
and personnel, and TVFD Chief
Richard Hartman said a new
certification the department is
working toward receiving could
help save lives.
“We’re moving from basic
life sport to advanced life support,” Hartman said. “What
that will allow us to do is carry
more medical equipment than
we do now. … It would allow us
to actually get the equipment
needed and the drugs needed to save time. Right now, our
ambulance is about 15 minutes
out from when we get on scene.
We’ll be able to start IV’s, give
medications, do an EKG and all
that stuff.”
The department is prepared
to make the move to advanced
life support as soon as the money is raised to pay for the certification, Hartman said.
As Tioga grows, the responsibility of TVFD grows with it.
The time is coming when the
department will have far more
residential homes and residents
to keep safe than it did a year
ago. Hartman said being ready
for that growth is a simple solution that is complicated in execution; they need more firefighters.
“It takes people to do what
we do, and it takes the right
people to do what we do,” Hartman said. “Finding somebody
that is committed to putting in
the time and the effort that we
require to stay up on training
[is hard].”
South of Tioga, Pilot Point
Fire Department is in the midst
of some of the growth Tioga
sees coming its way. The PPFD

Tioga Volunteer Fire Department has
been working
toward having all the capabilities of a
full-time department, and
the city’s expansion
is
making reaching that goal
more important each day.
Photos by
Joe Fragano/
The Post-Signal

Call volume and inspections for commercial
businesses in town and around the area have
added to Aubrey Fire Department’s workload.
moved into its new fire station
last year, giving the staff and
volunteers more space and resources to do the job. PPFD
Chief Bryan Cox said the new
facility helps them to do a job
that has become more and more
demanding over the last year.
“We’re getting busier,” Cox
said. “Last year was our busiest year ever. We ran just over
1,300 calls last year and right
now we seem to be on track [to
run that many] again this year.
… Run volume in general is increasing. The new facility is
fantastic. It allows us to meet
standards that we should be
meeting.”
PPFD’s inevitable expansion
is a necessary one, and the department will have several suitors to help facilitate the opening of new fire houses as housing developers come to Pilot
Point and build new neighborhoods. The opportunity to provide room to build a fire station
is one that some developers will
jump at since they can bill it to

Pilot Point’s new fire station provides a longneeded upgrade for the department. The
growth projections mean additional stations
will be following behind it.
Cross
Roads
and the high
traffic area that
cuts
through
the town adds
to Little Elm’s
growing list of
responsibilities.

prospective home buyers as
part of their neighborhood’s
draw.
“I would like to have Station 2 and Station 3 on the
ground before some of the subdivisions come in so that we’re
there ahead of the call volume,”
Cox said. “Unfortunately, it
usually doesn’t work that way.
… The city is working with different developers on different
projects. We have our input as
to [where] we would like to be.
… Based on growth, I would
like to think that we’re going to
have Station 2 probably in four
years.”
The city of Aubrey and Aubrey Fire Department experi-

enced a boom over the last year
similar to Pilot Point’s but on
a larger scale. The fire department is in the midst of handling
more calls than they ever have
as Aubrey grows around it.
That means more fire and
EMS calls, but it also means an
increase in the time the department has to spend performing
inspections and clearing new
commercial businesses for operation in town. It is a significant part of the job, AFD Assistant Chief Jason Wilson said.
“Probably one of the biggest
challenges right now is getting
inspections done,” Wilson said.
“Right now, we have enough
growth going on within Au-

brey; we could put on a lot more
staff to take care of that. When
you’re in a growth phase, what
many people forget is it takes a
team to make a city grow, and
it’s not just the fire department.
It’s making sure that we’re all
working cohesively throughout
the city.”
Station 3 for Aubrey fire
will be in the Silverado development in FM 2931 north of
Providence Village, which will
help the department reduce response times between Station 1
in downtown Aubrey and Station 2 on Navo Road.
The newest addition to the
local fire and EMS scene is Little Elm Fire Department, that
took over as the fire service
provider of Cross Roads last
year. In the first few months of
LEFD’s tenure as Cross Roads’
fire and EMS provider, LEFD
Chief Paul Rust said the call
volume added by serving the
town of Cross Roads has been a
small part of a greater increase
in LEFD’s responsibility as a
whole.
“The whole call volume for
the area has increased,” Rust
said. “As the population increases, naturally the call volume goes up. I think it’s a little
over a response a day when you
average it out that we’ve picked
up by being Cross Roads’ service provider.”
With a fourth fire station
set to be built a few miles from
the town’s center in the coming years, Rust said the department will be able to cut response
times to Cross Roads residents
down significantly.
“Response time obviously has to do with the distance
you have to travel between the
fire station and wherever the
call occurs,” Rust said. “That
area where the station is going is about as close as you can
get to placing a fire station in
Cross Roads without actually
being within the town limits.
There’re areas that are a little
further away from the town area, [but] even from that station
we’ll be able to be within five
miles from all Cross Roads residents.”
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377, 380 corridors see growth in businesses

By Basil Gist
Staff Writer
Determined to get in ahead of the
growth, businesses are cropping up
left and right among the Ranch Cities.
Using Pilot Point and Aubrey
Area Chambers of Commerce memberships as a metric, the area has
gained a slew of businesses since
January of 2021.
“Membership growth correlates
to business growth and vice-versa
through success,” Pilot Point Chamber Executive Director Evon Lusk
said.
In Pilot Point, the chamber saw
55 new members in 2021, with many
of them having opened earlier that
year.
“We had a retention of 53 in
2021,” Lusk said. “The chamber saw
significant growth in membership
last year due to the new direction of
the chamber.”
The Aubrey 380 Area Chamber of
Commerce, that serves a larger area, clocked in at 34 new businesses
among their ranks.
“Some people come in and they

want to bring their businesses in
and take advantage of all the new
growth, get in early,” Aubrey Area
Chamber Executive Director Donna
Sims said. “A lot more of the same
is coming in; more restaurants and
more stores that will help the community.”
Sims spoke on the differing opinions regarding the new business and
growth and explained how chambers
of commerce fit into that equation.
“It’s sort of all a matter of perspective, … a sweeping change over
the area,” Sims said. “[Some] people
would rather it stay the old charming small-town place. We feel our
role is more of once those businesses get here, we help promote them
and help connect them to other businesses to be sure that our businesses have a place or an ability to get
together and network.”
Lusk had similar opinions.
“The link develops through several opportunities provided by the
Pilot Point Chamber,” Lusk said.
“When our business community becomes actively involved in the networking, we share success.”

Aubrey Dentist owner Joseph Yoo prepares to snip the ribbon at his lunchtime
ribbon cutting alongside members of the Aubrey 380 Area Chamber of Commerce as well as his friends, who traveled from other parts of Texas to support
Yoo’s venture.						 Basil Gist/The Post-Signal
Both directors expressed that,
for all the present growth, more is

just over the horizon.
In Krugerville, a new business

The Chandler family has been designing and
manufacturing custom cabinetry for more than
40 years, and our growth and success is not
marked by an assembly line. Chandler Cabinets
sets the standard and continues to lead the
DFW Metroplex with the highest quality of
custom cabinetry. Family owned and operated
since 1976, we personally guarantee the
superiority of our cabinetry.

1110 JC Lane, Pilot Point, TX 76258 • (940) 686-5770 • info@chandlercabinets.net

chandlercabinets.net
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Chambers provide
support to established,
burgeoning businesses
facility is coming in, and Cross
Roads has “all the growth and finally there’s a bank going in,” Sims
said.
“The types of businesses or facilities on the horizon that may
stimulate growth in the coming
year would be places like the wineries, the saloon, restaurants on the
Square as well as a couple of businesses that plan to expand,” Lusk
said.
In addition to all the new members came a few returners, which
was a welcome sight.
“When I think of ‘cornerstone’
businesses joining the chamber in
the last year, I think of the businesses that have been the backbone
of Pilot Point,” Lusk said. “These
are businesses that were members
for years and years, until they were

not.”
Two examples she gave were
Moore’s Cleaners and the Purple
Door Day Spa.
“I take great pride in saying
that I am honored to have earned
the trust of our cornerstone business community,” Lusk said. “Their
memberships, and other comparable
businesses like theirs, signify the
value that out chamber has to offer.
I expect and hope to see continued
growth and shared success in the
coming year.”
Sims again addressed the coming
and past changes.
“This whole area has gone from
peanut fields to horse ranches and
then from horse ranches to housing developments,” Sims said. “All
while we try to keep some of the
country feel to it.”

Mustang
Baptist
Church
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WE’RE AT
YOUR SERVICE.
Banking expertise, value and convenience
for every customer, every time.

• Deep Financial Capabilities: Business and
Personal Checking and Savings, Commercial
Lending, SBA Preferred Lending, Treasury
Solutions, Mortgage and more.
• Exceptional Customer Experiences: Hometown
service with “big-bank” expertise.
• Digital Conveniences: Full-featured online
banking and mobile banking apps.

A familyoriented,
hymnalusing,
Bibleteaching
church

Sunday School 9:30 a.m. • Sun. Worship 10:30 a.m.
13335 Mustang Road • Pilot Point
940-372-0396 • mustangbaptistchurch.org

Call a relationship banker today at 940.686.5023

Coach G.A. Moore, Pastor • Brian Lynn, Associate Pastor
700 S. Hwy. 377 | Pilot Point, TX
| ifinancial.com | NMLS# 411428
Independent Financial is a trademark of Independent Bank.
Member FDIC
Equal Housing Lender.
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Park makes changes for visitors
Ray Roberts Lake
State Park hires staff,
opens facilities

By Joe Fragano
Staff Writer
Ray Roberts Lake has been a major recreational draw in the area for
years, and as the land around the
state park changes, the state park is
changing with it in efforts to provide
a quality nature experience.
Erosion is one factor that changed
the topography of Ray Roberts Lake
over the course of the last year. It is a
standard issue, one that park superintendent Robbie Merritt and staff
deal with all the time, but still one
that represents the most significant
change in the natural landscape of
Ray Roberts Lake.
“We do have an ongoing erosion
problem around the lake, which is
pretty common for any water body,”
Merritt said. “We’ve armored up most
of the day use areas and camping areas at Isle du Bois pretty well … the
last couple of years, but places like
Johnson Branch are still seeing pretty
significant erosion … It’s pretty much
a standard issue.”
The shoreline of Ray Roberts Lake
State Park’s beach areas may be the
parts of the park most often affected by erosion, but they are not the only areas in need of attention. Some
of Ray Roberts Lake’s several walking and hiking trails are decades old,
built before today’s technology and
best-established practices for construction.
It’s up to the park to maintain
these trails as erosion eats away at
them, a tall task considering there
are over 20 miles of trail in the park.
With so much ground to cover, the
state park has added to its workforce
of professionals dedicated to keeping
Ray Roberts Lake State Park’s trails
in good order.
“One significant improvement
we’ve had in the last year is that our
Greenbelt team, who maintain most of
our trails, they used to have just one
full-time person. Now we have three.
That’s been a huge bonus for us, and
we’ve been able to put a lot more focus
on our trail maintenance efforts.”
The state park’s growth over the
last year goes beyond simple maintenance. Several projects have been

A great blue heron perches on the rocks along the sidewalk to the fishing pier at the Isle du Bois Unit of the Ray Roberts
Lake State Park.							
		
Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal
completed over the last year to enhance guest’s experience at the park
with more on the way in coming
months.
The biggest addition to the recreational services the park offered last
year was the grand opening of Johnson Branch’s Nature Center. The
building itself is a small museum of
natural science and history in and
around Ray Roberts Lake, and the
park runs a number of educational
and recreational programs out of the
nature center like archery classes and
natural history classes, among other
things.
“The Nature Center is probably
the crown jewel,” Merritt said. “It’s a
beautiful addition.”
Also available to parkgoers for
the first time in years is access to the

park’s Greenbelt Unit from the U.S.
380 trailhead entrance which has been
closed for some time. The trailhead
exists in a flood plain, making upkeep
difficult, but the trailhead is open
once again for visitors of the narrow stretch of trails south of the state
park’s Isle du Bois Unit.
“We got [the trailhead] reopened
last fall for the first time since 2015.
That was a huge win. Unfortunately,
that area is still subject to frequent
flooding, so keeping it open is intermittent at best, but we’re trying to
keep it open as best we can in between
flooding events. Since we opened in
October, so far, we’ve only had one instance when we’ve had to close it.”
Some of the state park’s other improvements are still in the works. The
state park is currently in contract ne-

gotiations to bring food vendors to
the park. Standard snack bar fare like
burgers and hot dogs are to be provided to park guests, and the park is also in the process of bringing in an ice
cream truck for hot summer days.
Another development the park
hopes to have ready for the summer
months is a kayak rental kiosk for the
state park’s beach areas. Visitors will
be able to walk up to the kiosk or prepay on their phones and have a kayak,
paddles and life jackets provided.
Merritt said the food vendors and
kayak rentals are still in the planning stages of development, but park
guests should not be surprised to see
some new additions to the park in
coming months.
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Pilot Point growth takes off

By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
The Pilot Point horizon
is changing day by day, with
new work being done on the
developments underway regularly.
Although Pilot Point's
current footprint is roughly 5 square miles, there's a 60
square mile extraterritorial
jurisdiction that is starting
to fill with developments as
well.
"As soon as we print a map,
it's outdated," City Manager
Britt Lusk said.
When Lusk spoke to the
Pilot Point Chamber of Commerce in February, he identified 12,151 lots that the city
knows will be coming.
Based on the projections
per household, those known
lots would likely add around
42,550 people to Pilot Point's
total population, bringing it
to 47,550 at the buildout of
the developments that were
already in the works at that
point.
More than 950 of those lots
are already being developed
or built out, which will bring
roughly 3,400 more people to
the city.
Projecting beyond that,
Lusk said Pilot Point will
likely be, at buildout, "bigger
than Prosper and just smaller
than Celina."
The smallest named development in the construction
process is The Hills at Pilot
Point, where the first home of
34 is already framed out.
The largest, Pecan Creek,
formerly known as 926, with
4,060, has been discussing
annexation with the city for
months.
Mobberly Farms, which
will contribute 1,986 lots;
Creekview Meadows, with its
2,415; and Mustang Ranch,
with its 2,452, are positioned
near the Dallas North Tollway
extension project, which will
make connecting commuters with jobs in the Frisco area and further south quicker
and easier.
The infrastructure for
the first phase of Mobberly
Farms was nearing comple-

A crew follows behind the slip paver at the Windrose development on March 16, with one of
the men digging out a manhole cover before the pavement had time to dry over it. A combined
2,100 yards were poured on March 16 and 17 at the development alone.

The first home in The Hills sits ready for the
exterior to be finished out in mid-March.
Photos by Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

tion at press time, and dirt
work has started on parts of
both Creekview and Mustang
Ranch.
Rex Glendenning of Rex
Real Estate told the City
Council during the annexation process that the construction of Mustang Ranch
would wait to begin in earnest until the tollway project
is open to traffic.
Working with the other entities involved, such as the developers and Mustang Special
Utility District, is part of the
growth process that creates

Capital Projects Manager Matt Kaminski looks down into a manhole in the Mobberly Farms development during a walkthrough
evaluation of the infrastructure the city will
take over.

challenges but also promises
benefits, Lusk said.
"If we work developments
and we bring them into the
city limits and we can create
a development agreement, inside that agreement we can
actually [have more of a say
about details in the development]," he said.
Within city limits is largely the responsibility of the
city to provide water and sewer, which extends up to the
north.
For developments where
that is the case, the city of Pi-

lot Point tracks, tests and accepts all of the main public
utilities—roadways,
water
lines, sewer lines and stormwater drainage systems.
One such development is
Windrose, which is projected
to add 377 lots just north of
Tiger Mart and west of Chandler Cabinets along U.S. 377.
Capital Projects Manager Matt Kaminski was hopping between it, checking on
the street pour projects being
done with slipform pavement
machines and hand-finishing
crews, and Mobberly Farms.

With Mobberly Farms being to the southeast of Pilot
Point's core, it is firmly within Mustang's service area.
The entire development
was a bit of a different experience for Kaminski at Mobberly Farms because he and
the city of Pilot Point didn't
get involved with the development until after the streets
had been poured.
Kaminski joined Travis
Mondok of Barraza Consulting Group, Rick Roberts of
RPMx Construction and their
teams to do walkthroughs of
the first phase, looking over
every inch of pavement and
checking the storm drainage
system.
"I would much rather be
hands-on and seeing the work
actually performed as it's going in," Kaminski said. "I
would have a better feeling
and a better understanding
of what kind of quality we're
actually getting out of those
streets. A concrete street
should last you 30 years."
The thoroughness of the
walkthroughs helped Kaminski fill in some of those
blanks, with Mondok making
a list of more than 30 items
that needed to be addressed
before the developer requested the city's infrastructure
approval.
Large-scale projects that
have a quick turnaround are
becoming the norm for Pilot
Point in quick succession.
"If you look at a map and
you can see the scale of Pilot
Point and the scale of these
developments, it puts it in
perspective of how massive
they are," Development Services Director John Taylor
said. "I do think, at the end
of the day, we'll have kind of
an Old Pilot Point and a New
Pilot Point, and they're going to be fairly different in
what they are and their makeup, but maybe that's not a bad
thing."
Residential developments
are not the only ways the city
is growing.
Municipal
Development
District Executive Director Denise Morris is excited

Pilot Point to grow
exponentially

Friday, March 25, 2022

The
materials
for
the
marina slips sit
out at Lonestar Lodge
and
Marina, waiting
for the final
go ahead for
construction
to begin.
Abigail Allen/
The
Post-Signal

about the 54-space parking lot adjacent to the existing parking lot at City
Hall and the renovation projects for
the Ice House and the Central Christian Church, as well as forward motion on the hotel that the MDD has
been working on drawing to town

since the entity was the Economic Development Corporation.
Morris also said the 500-slip marina that has been in the works for years
at the Lonestar Lodge and Marina is
much closer to being a reality.

Ace is the place to gear up
for Home Improvement!

Tools | Hardware | Building Materials | Electrical
Plumbing Supplies | BBQ/Grilling | Paint & Supplies | Fasteners
Carhartt | Stihl | Benjamin Moore | Craftsman

316 S. Hwy 377 Pilot Point TX 76258 M-F 7-7 Sat. 8-5 940-686-5311
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PPISD makes real estate moves

By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
Pilot Point ISD community members and the Board of
Trustees prioritized obtaining property for future school
sites in the 2021 bond election.
Superintendent
Todd
Southard has been aggressively moving on those real
estate transactions since the
voters approved the bond, he
said.
"I'm on the phone with a
realtor at least three times a
week," Southard said.
The district has been able
to close on three properties:
one large enough for a high
school site at 117 acres, one
large enough for a middle
school site at 40 acres and a
third large enough to house
both types of schools, if needed, at 130 acres.
With
a
total
of
$13,991,644.29 for those
transactions, that leaves a little more than $6 million for
additional school site purchases from the original $20
million.
"We need to have the cash
available and ready to go because you know it's, we need
to get these sites locked
down," Southard said.
The district plan was to
purchase lots without dedicating money from the 2021
bond for school construction, Southard said. That's
because land is getting more
scarce and more expensive.
"I'm looking really hard,
I'm still looking real hard for

A 40-acre lot sits vacant and ready for Pilot Point ISD to build a new middle school on the site.
Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

middle school sites," Southard said.
Although at press time
Southard was not yet prepared to reveal which properties he was considering for
additional school sites, he did
confirm that they would likely be two middle school properties.
He's also hoping to still
have some money remaining
in the coffers to be able to se-

DAVID
AUTO PARTS

cure an elementary school
site.
"So far, the developers
have been pretty decent about
working with us," Southard
said. "I think we're going to
have to probably buy at least
one elementary school site
that's not in a development,
because the problem we have
is we have these developers
like the Yarbrough [Farms],
Windrose, some of these oth-

er smaller developments that
bring kids with them, but
they don't bring the sites with
them."
A
typical
elementary
school site is roughly 10 to 12
acres.
"But those sites are considerably cheaper than what
a middle school or high school
site is," Southard said.
The middle school sites, in
a pinch, have enough space to

share, something Deputy Superintendent Dr. Harold Colson reassured Southard was a
good idea.
"He said, 'If we get ourselves in a bind, and if you
need to put an elementary
school side right next to a
middle school, you've got the
space,'” Southard said.
They, with the help of Executive Director of Administrative Services Thance
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District prepares for future growth, development
Springer and consultants working
with the district, have studied the
growth projections of the district to
inform Southard's approach to the
negotiations. When a property is too
expensive per acre for him to justify,
Southard removes the district from
contention for that piece.
Land acquisition is only one part
of the 2021 bond issue; $12,913,463 of
the $38,413,463 bond is intended for
renovating the existing facilities.
A major challenge facing the district in that arena, however, is supply
chain problems are limiting the big
ticket items the district needs to replace.
"It's really frustrating," Southard said. "Roofing materials are nine
to 11 months out. AC's are about six
months out, so our plan to hit a lot of
stuff this summer is just not going to
happen."
While waiting for the supply chain
problems to be sorted out, Pilot Point
ISD will start on what it can.
"What our goal is going to be this
summer is try to do stuff from the
ceiling down," he said.

Pilot Point High School student Alex Pool puts up notes she and her tablemates came up with during the PPISD Bond Committee meeting May 13.
Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

That will include providing the secure vestibules for the high school and

middle school as well as bringing the
bathrooms up to compliance through-

out the district.
"It's not going to be able to be done in one fell swoop, like I'd hoped,"
Southard said
Southard and his team have also identified an issue with the stretch
they were eyeing for the transportation center. The acreage would depend on a direct feed onto U.S. 377
with only a small easement access
point through the existing Tiger Mart
parking lot entrance on Washington
Street as an alternative.
"That spot will increase in value
significantly," Southard said.
Neighboring districts, including Aubrey ISD and Sanger ISD,
have gone out for bonds greater than
$100,000 to meet their growing need,
which voters will decide on in during
the May 7 election.
Southard and the board are getting a second opinion about the district's demographics and projections,
which will be done by Davis Demographics.
"I think we're going to have to open
and build three campuses in the next
eight to 10 years," Southard said.

“Taking Care of Business”®

Haughton Law
Group, P.C.
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Preparing for the future ... today!
Berend Property: 40 Acres

Future Middle School Site - Located on Berend Rd.
$2,400,71491

Pilot Point ISD is growing.
Over the next 10 years, the Pilot Point ISD student body will more than double, adding nearly
2,000 new students to our classrooms. That is
why PPISD, in partnership with 59 community
members, developed the 2021 Pilot Point ISD
School Bond. The proposal, which was approved

by voters in November, provided for the longterm needs of the district’s students by improving facilities, classrooms and learning environments. The proposal also increased safety and
security measures district-wide to better protect
students, teachers, and support staff.
Bond improvements to our campuses include:

Our Students...

McCutchin Property: 117 Acres
Future High School Site - Hwy 377 & Foutch Rd.
$5,054,742.68

Early Childhood Center
Fire sprinkler system installation
HVAC system replacement
Roof replacement
Additional covered area for student
drop-off and pick-up
Renovate toilet rooms
Replace doors and hardware
Improve building systems and site drainage

Middle School
Secured entry vestibule installation
Roof replacement
Upgrade HVAC system
Replace doors & hardware
Renovate locker rooms
Renovate toilet rooms
Improve building systems and site drainage

Skiles Property: 130 Acres

High School Site #2 / Middle School Site #3
Located on Pelzel Rd.
$6,536,186.70

High School
Secured entry vestibule installation
Renovate toilet rooms
Roof replacement
Upgrade HVAC system
Improve building systems and site drainage
Renovate plumbing in Field House area
Replace doors in Field House area

Additional
Transportation Facility: Bond 2021 included the
construction of a new facility that will allow additional space for buses to enter and exit, refuel,
and maintenance.
Land Acquisition: Purchasing land for multiple future school sites to accommodate district
growth.

...Our Future!
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Aubrey develops at breakneck pace

By Basil Gist
Staff Writer
The city of Aubrey did
some growing in 2021, but
that’s just the tip of the iceberg.
In addition to the developments the city has within its
corporate city limits, Aubrey
also has many incoming developments within its extraterritorial jurisdiction, many of which have development
agreements with the city.
“They’ve been progressing very well,” retired city
administrator Mark Kaiser
said. “It’s an exciting time, no
doubt about it.”
Two developments in negotiations with the city are
Keeneland and High Pointe
Ranch, which will build 1,800
homes between them.
“In the next couple of
months everyone should see
that they are annexing into the corporate city limits,”
Kaiser said. “You’ll start
seeing some dirt moving after they annex; we’ve got an
agreement, everybody’s just
got to execute.”
Already in the city is Winn
Ridge, which will add 1,700
homes to the city.
“They’re still building
in Phase 2, and they’ve just
completed the development
of roads and a lot of the infrastructure for half of Phase 3,”
Kaiser said. “They’re averaging about 300-500 homes
a year building in the Winn
Ridge area.”
The smaller Aubrey Creek
Estates is alongside Winn
Ridge in the city with a nearly completed Phase 1, and 130
homes set to be built in Phase
2.
“All the other developments that we have within
our boundaries are technically not inside the CCL,” Kaiser said. “The most popular
one that’s growing the fastest is Silverado; it’s not in our
[city]; we expect it to be some
day.”
Silverado is set to house
around 5,000 families at
build-out, churning out nearly 1,000 new homes a year.
Other developments that

Crews handle the dirt work and infrastructure installation throughout the Silverado development along Liberty Road in the
Aubrey extraterritorial jurisdiction on March 22, 2021.			
			
Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

Homes crop up daily in the field at the bend of Liberty Road where it touches Dr. Sanders Road, as pictured on March 15.
Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

This graphic, provided by the city of
Aubrey, shows the
developments within the city’s extraterrestrial jurisdiction, which would
contribute
over
12,000 new homes
to the Aubrey area.
Included is a substantial new development north of
High Pointe that is
so far unnamed.
Basil Gist/
The Post-Signal
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Number of houses in
Aubrey’s jurisdiction
keeps growing daily
fall into the in discussions category
include Aspen Meadows, the Venable
property, Saratoga, Belmont, Duck
Point and Ribbonwood.
“We’re definitely seeing a lot of
activity,” Kaiser said. “In my mind,
[it’s] hopefully some of the most aggressive activity we’ll see.”
In conjunction with the residential
activity, Kaiser expects to see commercial activity pick up.
“[In] the transportation corridors
that people are accustomed to seeing,
there’s going to be a lot of construction,” Kaiser said. “Everybody’s go-

ing to have to be patient during the
construction period because when it’s
over it will be nice and easier for everyone to get around.”
Kaiser explained that the city is
charged with the planning, but it
will be the community that steers the
growth.
“Our job is to plan, lay it out the
best we can,” Kaiser said. “If we do
our job of building the infrastructure
and laying the foundation, then citizens will have a great opportunity to
decide who they want to be.”
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We offer a unique approach for home c
We offer a unique approach
for home care for your loved ones:

• One on one consultation-individual care plans
• Collaboration with Home Health or Hospice
if needed
• For Veterans-Assist with obtaining
Aid and Attendance benefits at no cost
• Certified Dementia practitioner
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aboration with Home Health or Hospice
Aubrey
Veterans-Assist
with
obtaining
Aid
and
Florist
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400 S. Hwy. 377, Aubrey

940-365-9940

Locally owned & operated by the slay family

Slay Memorial
Funeral Centers
Terri L. Slay

Funeral Director/Owner

400 S. Hwy 377
940-365-SLAY 424 S. Washington
Aubrey, TX 76227
Pilot Point, TX 76258
(940) 365-7529
(940) 686-2277
slaymemorialfuneralhome.com
info@slaymemorial.com

YO U R T R U S T E D
R E A L E S TAT E E X P E R T.
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FARMS & RANCHES
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Aubrey ISD goes out for growth bond

Aubrey ISD has a website, aubreyisdbond2022.net, on which it provides information regarding the May 7 bond issue election and the context behind the district’s
decision to call for the bond election.
Screenshot/The Post-Signal

By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
As Aubrey ISD wraps up the work
on the projects promised with its $51
million bond in 2017, the district is
again asking for the voters to support a bond election, this time for
$385,900,000.
With the district's debt service tax
rate at the 50-cent cap set by the state,
the district will be using the new tax
revenue generated by development
and increased property value to repay
the bonds.
"We cannot sell bonds that cannot
be supported by the 50-cent tax rate,"
Superintendent Dr. David Belding
said to a crowd at PointBank, member FDIC, in Aubrey on March 3. "So,
when you go to issue new bonds, you
have to submit a financing plan approved by the [state] that you can support the payments on that bond at 50

cents."
The state requires entities to include language on a bond election that
"this is a property tax increase," but
the rate the property owners will pay
will not fluctuate based on the outcome of the election.
A meeting between the city of Aubrey and the school district in October
was an eye-opening experience that
kickstarted the bond process, Belding
said.
When Aubrey ISD asked for and
received the support of the voters for
the 2017 bond, it used a fast-growth
model provided by Templeton Demographics that projected a student population increase of 11% last school
year. The true numbers were 17%.
"Whenever the city [administrator] of the city of Aubrey said, 'You
can expect a thousand new homes
built in your district in the next 12

months,' it really got our attention."
This update came after the year of
faster than anticipated growth.
"That let us know that it's not a
one-time bubble," Belding said.
A committee was formed to examine the needs of the district, which led
to a plan for the bond.
In addition, the district's administration is checking in regularly about
growth.
"We're getting reports twice a year
now because of the number of houses,
so we will get updates on that and that
may adjust a little bit," Belding said.
Belding also described the outcome
of the 2017 bond election.
"We have built a new elementary
with that money," he said. "We have
added onto Brockett and Monaco to
bring fifth grade back to the elementary level from middle school. We added
onto the middle school, and now we're

working on the addition at the high
school, which is the auditorium, a new
band hall, a choir room, a black box
theater, a scene shop for theater."
The ribbon cutting for that project
is tentatively scheduled for May 2.
New facilities next to the renovated ag barn for the FFA program were
also part of the 2017 bond package.
"We've been able to deliver all that
we promised in that '17 bond, actually a year ahead of schedule," Belding
said.
Explosive growth continues with
no end in sight in Aubrey ISD's jurisdiction, which includes part of
the city of Aubrey, the town of Cross
Roads and the town of Providence Village as well as all of the city of Krugerville and the unincorporated areas
between the four municipalities.
AISD's enrollment hit 3,101 students on the snapshot day in October.

Friday, March 25, 2022
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AISD asks voters to decide on $385.9M bond
The number of students is
projected to more than double in 10 years to 8,901 for the
2031-32 school year.
The bond is broken into
two propositions.
Both stand on their own,
which means it could be possible that one proposition passes while the other fails. Voters should make a selection on
both propositions individually, Belding said, whether in
support of or against.
State law requires a superintendent to stay neutral and
provide fact-based information only from the time a bond
election
calledwinter,
until the
Afterisa long
it’s time to have your air ducts cleaned
votes are tallied.
and your
system checked by the pros.
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A, conditioning
for $354
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schools and renovating existAISD Superintendent Dr. David Belding explains why the bond propositions on the May 7 baling buildings.
If approved, the bond lot won’t increase the district’s tax rate to a group at PointBank Aubrey, member FDIC, on
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ministration and Transportation Building will also be
funded through Proposition
A if the voters support it.
Buying land for future
school sites is also dependent
upon Proposition A passing.
Proposition B, for $31.9
million, will go toward improving the facilities available for extracurricular programs, to which soccer would
be added.
That would fund two new
practice fields, eight new tennis courts and an indoor multipurpose facility.
The indoor facility could
be shared by the football,
track, baseball, softball, soccer, band, dance, cheer and
summer strength and conditioning.
Early voting for the May 7
election runs April 25-May 3.
Eligible voters must be registered by April 7.
For more information, visit aubreyisdbond2022.net.

20 48th Progress Report Friday, March 25, 2022

Krugerville grows in rooftops, footprint

The Woodlands in Krugerville is continuing to grow, with the city and the developer striking a deal so the residential portion that is going to be Phase 5 could be
separated from the commercial property that abuts U.S. 377.
Joe Fragano/The Post-Signal

By Tatiana Ambrosio
Staff Writer
Krugerville is in the middle of what Mayor Jeff Parrent calls his 10-year plan for
the city.
This includes expansions of
not only the city’s business development but also its land area and revenue.
He will be completing his
third term in May. As an un-

Pilot Point
Texas
Point
Texas
PilotPilot
Point
Texas

opposed incumbent, he will
return for his fourth term as
mayor.
“When I took over as mayor, I did an assessment of all
the revenue that comes into
the city and all the expenses,”
he said as he explained he realized that Krugerville was “potentially in trouble.”
What he realized was that
in one to two years, the costs

would outweigh the revenue.
“I made a plan,” he said. He
knew that the quickest way
to create more revenue was
to generate sales tax as well
as building new homes that
would provide ad valorem taxes for the city.
“Those are your two biggest revenue-makers,” he said.
Another two revenue-makers,
he said, are permit fees and

franchise taxes.
“We had very few businesses that created sales tax,” he
said.
In 2021, the city added
47Hundred, an industrial
business park that is now fully
occupied with six businesses.
Recent developments in
the city include the addition
of not only another industrial
business park but also the land

that it will occupy which has
recently been annexed into the
city at the request of the developer.
On Feb. 24, the town council approved the annexation of
72 acres south of the 47Hundred development.
CR Industrial asked for the
annexation of the land on the
east side of U.S. 380.
“He’s the same guy that

Thank you
for your
continued
support
and trust.

WWW.NEUPLUMBING.COM
WWW.NEUPLUMBING.COM
WWW.NEUPLUMBING.COM

We Proudly Serve The Citizens of Precinct 5!
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City embraces opportunities for growth
did Core & Main in 2017 that we’ve
been working together for four of five
years,” Parrent said.
This new industrial park will house
15 different businesses.
Parrent knows key words like new
restaurants and stores excite residents, but he is quick to point out that
industrial businesses bring sales tax to
the city as well as jobs to its residents.
“It still generates sales tax for the
city, regardless of if it’s industrial or
commercial,” he said.
Construction is set to begin in the
next 90 days.
The project will add 200,000 square
feet of industrial space to the city.
The Economic Development Corporation of the city has agreed to pay a
portion of the infrastructure costs for
the development.
Returning to his plan, Parrent
said, “We didn’t have any permit fees
because we didn’t have any developers.”
The city moved to facilitate Phase 3
and Phase 4 of the Woodlands to produce that revenue.
“Now Phase 5 is completely done in
terms of the planning and engineer-

ing,” Parrent said.
He expects the preliminary plat to
be approved by the end of March.
Phase 5 will bring 81 new homes
into Krugerville that are expected to
start at over $600,000.
“So, we’re talking about $50 million dollars in actual value,” he said.
He went on to explain that the city
would receive approximately $200,000
in taxes a year from the added value.
“And that is in perpetuity,” he said.
“The city purchased 6.87 acres for
commercial use on this same tract of
land.”
In regard to sales taxes generated
for the city, Parrent spoke about its efforts to bring Ernesto’s Fine Mexican
Food to the city.
“They came and have been a tremendous asset to our city,” he said.
Multiple new businesses have come
to Krugerville in recent years.
“We’ve increased our sales tax six
times what it was,” he said.
Parrent made it a mission to be “developer friendly” in May 2016 when he
became mayor for those reasons.
“You have to be willing to meet with
developers,” he said.
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Wifi Expansion | Home Automation | Survelliance Cameras
Indoor | Outdoor
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A Division of 20 Farms, Inc.
Meeting Trauma and Behavioral Health
needs with rural American Values.

940-206-3345

Terri Donsbach, LCSW-S

219 Gene Autry Drive, Ste. A, Tioga

T, CPT, Play Therapy

Insurances : United, BCBS, Cigna, Aetna, Medicare, Tricare East

He also pointed to the need to have
a dedicated EDC that “understands the
value in helping grow our economy in
Krugerville.”
The city was able to purchase land
and create Woodland Park. It sits, today, mostly completed with the latest
addition of a pavilion. The project was
actually anticipated to take much longer to complete Parrent said. Possible
improvements that may still be made
are public restrooms.
The purchase and development of
the park was able to happen through
the community development corporation rather than with money from the
general fund or from property taxes.
“We’ve had a lot of changes, and
now we are coming towards five or so
years of the plan,” he said.
In the next few years, Krugerville
will continue to see The Woodlands
Phase 5 built out while also developing
its own commercial property.
The city purchased 6.86 acres along
the eastside of U.S. 377 that will sit in
front of The Woodlands Phase 5.
Plans include working with businesses to bring more sales-tax generating commercial.

Parrent said the city has had many
talks with individual businesses that
have contacted the city about the land.
City decision makers are most concerned that the businesses are the
right fit for the needs of the city.
“They have to be a sales-tax generator. They have to be,” Parrent said.
At present, there are two or three
possibilities for the land already.
Parrent said they hope to have it
worked out by June.
However, the city is working with
TxDOT about the entrance from U.S.
377.
Parrent said when the commercial
parcel, the newly annexed 72 acres and
Phase 5 are complete, his 10-year plan
will have “come to fruition.”
This plan has allowed the city to be
able to save four months of operating
expenses in a reserve fund which he
pointed out has never been done before.
His plan was to be able to get the
city financially healthy but also to be
able to do it without having to increase
the tax rate of its residents.
“And it’s only going to continue to
get better,” he said.
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Under construction
The highway expansion project currently underway in Cross Roads may disrupt some drivers in the short term but is a necessary undertaking if the thoroughfare is to handle the increase in traffic coming its way in the next few years.
Joe Fragano/The Post-Signal
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Town welcomes new businesses

Just a handful of multiple franchises to pop up in Cross Roads in the last year, Mod
Pizza, Dunkin’ Donuts, and Firehouse Subs are three of the newest storefronts occupying space along the town’s central strip of U.S. 380.
Photos by Joe Fragano/The Post-Signal

Raising Cane’s is one of the newest enterprises to open a storefront along
the 380 corridor in Cross Roads, but a mostly empty sign in the city’s
commercial center beckons plenty more businesses to the area.

Visit our Design Center
to see our granite
and quartz selections.

Call to make an appointment.

UPPERCUT GRANITE

precious cargo to
experienced horsemen!
Trust your

940-765-3525
940-435-9283

1235 JC LANE

PROUDLY SERVING
NORTH TEXAS HARDWOODS
THE SURROUNDING
Serving the area since 1986
COUNTIES!

Serving the
area since
1986

940-365-9098
800-545-9098

www.equineexpress.com

24 48th Progress Report Friday, March 25, 2022

Providence projected to grow by 10K

By Tatiana Ambrosio
Staff Writer
Town Manager Brian Roberson
and the town of Providence Village
have a lot to handle in the next five
to 10 years.
There are six new housing developments under construction in the
town, and Roberson gave insight to
just how much of an undertaking the
town has ahead by explaining that
if all the projects proposed are completed in the next 10 years, "our population is going to go from 7,200 to
17,000.”
The latest major development,
The Ranch, will span land from
north of Fishtrap Road to east of
Creekside Village and will reach
as far north as the southern side of
Main Street across from the Silverado development.
Roberson clarified that work being done on the property right now
is not being done by the developer yet. It is the Upper Trinity Water District installing a pipeline to
Silverado from the water treatment
plant.
“[The Ranch developer is] working on getting their construction
plans together,” Roberson said.
The town is still waiting on those
plans to be submitted for approval.
“I would say, within the next
probably three to six months we
should have [the developer starting
construction on the land],” he said.
“... But we don’t really know until
they submit it.”
The Enclave at Pecan Creek is being built at a fast rate. It is on the
east side of Main Street across from
Silverado. It cannot be missed with
its newly built bridge over the creek
at the front of the property.
Roberson says Phase 1 will most
likely be fully built out in the coming year.
They have already requested 167
building permits out of the 190 lots
available in Phase 1.
“For us it's kind of mind-blowing,” he said.
The town council accepted the infrastructure on Nov. 1.
He then exclaimed, “in the span
of not quite three months, they've
just about got enough permits to
have it built out.”
The Woodstone residential development, on the east side of Brewer Road south of The Enclave, has
started working on its streets.
Streets can take up to a year be-

Homes with a similar look and feel to the original neighborhood in Providence Village sit around ponds in The Enclave
at Pecan Creek, east across Main Street from the Silverado development and just south of Aspen Meadows, which are
both in Aubrey’s extraterritorial jurisdiction.
Photos by Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

fore they’re completed.
"They're moving pretty quick
over there, too, in recent weeks,"
Roberson said.
They have been working on utilities and streets for Phase 1 of the development.
Residents may possibly see the
construction of houses within six
months for Phase 1, while Phase 2
ground work has already begun.
The Lakes at Running Branch
is another residential development
that is still in the preliminary stages of development.
It is on the east side of Main
Street across from Fortunata Winery.
“They’ve got a lot of ground work
to do over there,” Roberson said.
The developer may have streets
done for the subdivision in the next
year.
"I would think that it's going to
take them every bit of a year to get
the infrastructure done,” he said.
The Landing at Providence is at
the corner of Fishtrap and Dr. Sanders roads.
The town accepted the finalized
plans for the roads on Feb. 1, and the
developer has already submitted for

Backhoe loaders sit on lots prepped and ready to become homes in Liberty Village in Providence Village.
building on four of the 42 lots available.
"I would expect that within the
next year it will be built out,” Rober-

son said.
Liberty at Providence continues
to build at a rapid rate.
They continue to pour new streets
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Town sees inﬂux of interest, construction
as well as build houses.
"I would think that they would be
pretty close to built out within the
next year," he said.
A proposed wildlife refuge on
Brewer Road has not been approved
by the town council because of the
owner’s inability to meet stringent
standards including accreditation,
Roberson said. That land may end up
being another subdivision in the future, instead, he added.
The town is also experiencing
commercial growth.
On U.S. 380, a new shopping center is set to be constructed, while an
HTeaO will soon open.
On the southwest corner of Fishtrap and Main streets, a mixed-use
project named Providence Commons
was approved Jan. 18.
The development will include
commercial space along both roads
with 110 townhouses behind the
commercial.
Roberson said the developer’s
aesthetic of the property goes along
with the town’s comprehensive plan,
explaining that the development
will have the Cape Cod style.

A rendering shows what the townhomes in Providence Commons could look
like.
Graphic Courtesy of town of Providence Village

“This kind of stuff is subject to
change,” he said, explaining that although the preliminary aesthetic
may be Cape Cod style, it is still too
early to know the end result.
While the town expands, TxDOT is also expanding Main Street,
known as FM 2931.

Platinum Members

A contractor has been secured
for the road expansion that will add
turning lanes at the intersection on
Fishtrap and Main streets.
Construction on the intersection
is projected to take six weeks. After
road construction is complete, the
installation of the new traffic light

for the intersection is projected to
take two months.
Main Street will eventually be
widened to a six-lane thoroughfare.
Although the project will take
many years and has been halted at
different points, Roberson said, the
town is being kept up to date by TxDOT and is happy “it's still making
forward progress.”
In the meantime, town staff has
made it a priority to keep up with the
explosive growth.
“Our No. 1 priority is to try and
keep it all organized and clean,” he
said regarding construction, contractors and the associated messes.
He acknowledged it has been a
struggle in the past.
The secondary priority will be
keeping staffing levels for everything from permitting to law enforcement in alignment with the influx of residents.
The town does not want to fall behind in staffing, but it also does not
want to overhire.
Roberson said the town wants
to “make sure we're staying in line
with the growth."
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Tioga ISD builds excitement for future

Homes are going up in the development that sits across the street from Tioga Elementary and Middle School.
Joe Fragano/The Post-Signal

District focuses on
staff to grow programs,
connections to students
By Joe Fragano
Staff Writer
Young athletes and aggies attending school in Tioga ISD have a lot to
look forward to as the district continues to place an emphasis on growing
its sports and agriculture programs,
while maintaining its expectation of
academic excellence.
It has been a banner year for Tioga athletics so far in 2021. The foot-

ball team broke a three-year playoff
drought, and the volleyball and boys’
basketball teams both made an appearance in the playoffs as well.
The TISD sports boom comes immediately after a period of extensive hiring last summer, but athletics was not
the only area TISD spent valuable resources recently.
A new agriculture barn and other
upgrades to the school’s ag program
represent the district’s belief that a
strong agricultural program is important to the education and development
to students who call Tioga home.
“Our ag program and our athletic program have really just exploded,”
TISD Superintendent Dr. Charles Hol-

loway said. “We’ve got so many kids
out doing things today—we’re out on
spring break, but they’re still running
around. We’ve got them in Austin;
we’ve got them in Houston. … It’s been
a good year.”
The district can commit its resources to grow the extracurricular programs, but it is up to the students to
actually participate in them. After two
years of dealing with COVID-19 and
having their opportunities to participate in things like sports taken away,
Holloway said he believes kids have a
newfound appreciation for the activities that were taken from them by the
pandemic.
“Maybe I’m just always looking for

something positive, but it seemed like
when the kids came back from what
they’ve been through the last couple
of years they were a little more appreciative of what they [had],” Holloway
said. “Kids are working hard, coming to school … they want to stay in
school, and they’re going to keep doing
things.”
Tioga ISD’s growth surrounding
extracurricular activities comes at the
same time as the city of Tioga is experiencing the beginning stages of its own
large-scale growth as a community.
Housing developments are popping up
in and around town, with more looming on the horizon.
As families move into those neigh-
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TISD draws quality staff, students to district
borhoods and enroll their students in Tioga ISD,
Holloway believes the school district will play an
instrumental role in the further development of
Tioga as a community.
“Ask [a realtor] how long a house in Tioga
school district stays on the market,” Holloway
said. “A few days. … Two things make a community: the churches and a school. You can have
all the [commercial growth] you want, … but it
takes good strong churches and a good strong
school to make up a good community.”
As the school district grows and the community grows around it, it is hard to pin down exactly what the future of TISD looks like. Agriculture and sports are current areas of emphasis for the school district, but Holloway said the
most important factor in deciding the future of
TISD and its students are the educators put in
place to lead them.
“We hire people that like kids,” Holloway
said. “We hire people that want to work with
kids, regardless of whether it’s the valedictorian or someone who struggles every day. We’ve
been … blessed that we have those types of people.”
Head coach Devon Blanton joins his team in a
final huddle before they begin play in the district opener against Ector.
Basil Gist/The Post-Signal
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