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From cotton to horses
Aubrey historian Jackie Fuller talks about the area’s cotton farms around the turn of the century, particularly the photo of a man sitting atop cotton bales seven 
deep.

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
 Fields of cotton hint at the history 
of the area that stretches from Tioga 
down U.S. 377.
 As with much of the rest of the 
southern states in the U.S., cotton 
served as the main crop produced in 
the Aubrey-Pilot Point area.
 "Almost every place in the South 
grew cotton," Aubrey historian Jackie 
Fuller said. "So, it was a big deal. 
And, in fact, we've had this picture 

out here of this man up on a wagon 
that's loaded with cotton bales, and 
there's cotton bales everywhere, and 
he's sitting there up on top."
 The price of cotton went from 31 
cents a pound in 1865 to 5 cents per 
pound in 1898, Fuller explained, and 
then down again to 4 ½ cents in the 
1920s.
 "Aubrey grew a lot after the rail-
road came through in 1881," Fuller 
said. "More people moved in and they 
actually had, at one point, three cot-

ton gins. You wouldn't think a little 
town like Aubrey would need three 
cotton gins, but they had them, ac-
cording to the history that we have."
 One of those was built by J.G. Pow-
ledge around 1881, and another was 
built in 1894, but its owner was not 
identified by Fuller.
 "The Dallas news reported that by 
January of 1903, receipts for cotton 
bales in Aubrey had reached nearly 
5,000 bales," Fuller said.
 In 1904, a cotton gin owned by the 

Caddell brothers burnt, as did the 
200,000 pounds of seed cotton inside.
 "Along with cotton, the crops of 
wheat, oats, barley and millet were 
grown in the Aubrey area," Fuller 
said. "The wheat was cut, tied in bun-
dles, and carried by truck to a con-
veyor belt to remove the seed from the 
straw."
 In addition, the farmers grew al-
falfa and Johnson grass "to feed the 
cattle owned by the farmers," Fuller 
said.

Sandy soil provided perfect setting for farms, equine ranches
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A fi eld of cotton sits, nearly ready for harvesting, in late 2021. The drought this year has reduced cotton production in 
the Aubrey-Pilot Point Area.

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

 "Eventually Johnson grass just 
grew everywhere," Fuller said. 
"That's what we had when we would 
bale hay, was Johnson grass, because 
it came up by itself. You didn't have to 
plant it."
 The railroad also gave the farmers 
a chance at other forms of commerce.
 "They had cattle pens here where 
they would drive the cattle in, riding 
horses, … pen them up and then drive 
them on the train," Fuller said. "… 
They had a little bit of everything."
 The land in the Aubrey area didn't 
just yield cotton and grain—it also 
grew trees that were used for the 
wood cutting industry.
 "Wood was used to create steam 
power for steam engine tractors to 
pull the implements necessary for 
the grain and cotton harvest," Fuller 
said.
 That wood also powered the Au-
brey Light and Power Company, 
"which provided power to seven busi-
nesses and 10 residential customers," 
Fuller added.
 As is celebrated annually in Au-

Farm history  
rich in area
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brey, peanuts became central to the 
farm life in the area.
 "About 1921, William Calvin Red-
fearn made a trip to Missouri and 
brought back peanut seeds," Fuller 
said. "He and Skeet Smotherman's 
dad were the fi rst to grow peanuts in 
the Aubrey Area by replacing some 
of their cotton crops with those seeds 
from Missouri."
 From north in Whitesboro down 
through Aubrey, peanuts became the 
main crop over cotton.
 Women turned the peanuts by 
hand before the peanut dryer at the 
heart of Old Aubrey was built.
 Before it became Horse Country, 
the horses in the area were for putting 
to work on the farms or for transpor-
tation, Fuller said.
 "My uncle had a horse and he had a 
saddle, and he'd saddle it up and ride 
from where the old house was down 
into the bottom land along the creek," 
Fuller said.
 The area also had low country, 
where the creeks would overfl ow, but 
there was no Ray Roberts Lake until 
the 1980s.
 "Before the dam was built, if it 
rained a lot, the creek got out and it 

would cover the bottom land down 
there," Fuller said.
 That covered Blackjack Road at one 
point early in Fuller's marriage.
 Some of that fl ooding, as well as 
the trend of taking artifacts, means 
an older part of Aubrey's history—

Native American artifacts—have 
been lost a bit to history, but some sit 
inside the Aubrey Area Museum.
 One thing the cotton and peanuts 
needed also made it an ideal place for 
the horse industry that now gives the 
area its biggest distinction—the soil.

 "Sandy soil was the common thing 
that they all needed," Fuller said.
 The farmers started selling to 
horse ranchers as it got too diffi cult 
and less profi table to farm.
 "I think it was because people 
could get a good price for their land, 
and people were tired of working all 
day long on farming," Fuller said. "… 
As they grew older, and some of these 
places had been in their families since 
they were kids and they had worked 
hard, they were ready to do something 
else that didn't require so much man-
ual labor."
 The area has shown the cycle of 
people taking advantage of the oppor-
tunities they have to improve their 
lives.
 "It was Cotton Country, and then 
it was Peanut Country and then, of 
course, eventually it became Horse 
Country," Fuller said, adding, "And I 
say today we are Development Coun-
try."
 The Aubrey Area Museum is open 
each Saturday from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. and by appointment outside of 
those hours.
 “I’m glad to come down here any-
time,” Fuller said.

www.aubreycoc.orgwww.aubreycoc.org
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A walk along spinning wheel sits on display inside the Aubrey Area Museum.
Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

Shifts from cotton to peanuts visible at museum
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By Tatiana Ambrosio
Contributing Writer
  The northern region of 
Texas saw growth much lat-
er than southern parts of 
Texas. 
 Denton County was part 
of the original Peters Colo-
ny empresario grant by the 
Republic of Texas in 1841. 
Proprietors of Peters Colony 
are primarily responsible for 
the settlers that came to the 
area. Historical markers in 
the area give us a glimpse 
into what early life for these 
settlers looked like. 
 The Peters Colony empre-
sario grant was made to a set 
of investors led by William 
S. Peters.
 This land grant contained 
much of the area in the pres-
ent-day Dallas Metroplex 
and land to the west of it. 
Its northern border spanned 
from Wilbarger County in 
the west following the Red 
River to Grayson County 
in the east. Its southern 
boundary spanned from Cal-
lahan County to Ellis County 
in the original agreement. 
 Over the years, Peters 
and his investors solicited 
over 2,000 families to settle 
North Texas and distributed 
to them 879,920 acres of 
land. 
 Many of these families 
came from Kentucky be-
cause Texas Emigration and 
Land Company, Peters’ com-
pany, was based in Louis-
ville, Kentucky.
 A boom of new families 
arrived after the Civil War 
ended.
 Over the years, the inves-
tors and Peters himself did 
not make much profit from 
the enterprise. However, 
they planted the seeds for 
the families that would be-
come the legacy of our cur-
rent Ranch Cities.
 In Aubrey, there are five 
registered historical mark-
ers, and Pilot Point has four.
 Many of these historical 
markers are churches that 

are still serving their com-
munity. 
 The Green Valley School 
sits on FM 2153 between 
Aubrey and the Ray Roberts 
dam. It received its histori-
cal marker in 2001.
 The community that 
sprang up there was origi-
nally called Toll Town be-
cause it was where two roads 
intersected in the 1870s.
 A school teacher at the 
school suggested the name 
of the town be changed to 
Green Valley. 
 The post office was es-
tablished in 1874, and the 
school began in 1878. The 

community also had several 
other shops and a blacksmith 
at the time.
 When the Texas and Pa-
cific Railroad bypassed it in 
1881, the birth of Aubrey 
and its downtown area was 
happening simultaneously 
causing Green Valley to lose 
some residents and business-
es. 
 The school house was orig-
inally a one room building. 
That building burned down 
in 1894, and a new one was 
built. In 1919, they built yet 
another building and that is 
the building that serves as 
the historical marker. It is 

still used by the community.
 Many Ranch Cities resi-
dents are familiar with the 
iconic red steel bridge on the 
north side of FM 428 known 
as the Elm Fork Bridge. 
 Today it serves as a pe-
destrian bridge as a part of 
the Ray Roberts Lake State 
Park Greenbelt.
 Erected in 1922 as a re-
sponse to the growing num-
ber of automobiles on the 
roads, it is constructed of 
iron and steel.
 The Elm Fork Bridge is 
significant because it could 
accommodate two-way traf-
fic, while most bridges at 

that time were made for only 
one lane of traffic. 
 It continued to serve traf-
fic until 1990 when FM 428, 
originally known as Sher-
man Highway, was widened 
and the bridge was bypassed.
 It remains as one of only 
two accessible iron and steel 
bridges in Denton County in 
its original location on pub-
lic land.
 The historical marker was 
erected in 2014.
 The city of Pilot Point 
received its own historical 
marker in 1978. 
 The marker states, “At-
tracted by fertile land and 

Area contains pockets of history

Green Valley School received their historical marker in 2001. The school building serves as a reminder of Toll Town and the 
original Green Valley community.

Tatiana Ambrosio/Contributing Photographer
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Historic spots dot area throughout Aubrey-Pilot Point area
abundant water and game, pioneers 
began to settle at this site near the 
edge of the Cross Timbers region 
in the late 1840s. The village, fi rst 
known as Pilot’s Point, was named 
for a high point of timber that served 
travelers as a landmark.”
 Folklore says that the name de-
rived from being the highest point 
in the area where wagon pilots could 
view the Trinity River below for a 
good place to cross. 
 The town began in 1854 when lots 

that had been platted as the town 
square began to be sold. It served as 
a marketing and banking center for 
area farmers and stock raisers. 
 Pilot Point fl ourished when two 
railroads came to the town in the 
1880s. 
 The town also had its own col-
lege for many years. The Pilot Point 
Seminary was later renamed Frank-
lin College and operated for almost 
30 years.

The Post-Signal also received a 

historical marker in 1984.
 The marker reads, “First pub-
lished as the Pilot Point Post, this 
newspaper was established in 1878 
by David J. Moffi tt (1848-1917) and 
James T. Jones (1845-1915). In its 
early years, The Post supported the 
Democratic party and local com-
merce and opposed the lawless ele-
ment in town. Between 1888 and 
1898, The Post merged with The 
Mirror and then with The Signal
and has operated since then as the 

Pilot Point Post-Signal. As Denton 
County's oldest continuing newspa-
per, The Post-Signal has played a 
signifi cant role in bringing news to 
the community and surrounding ar-
eas.”
 Sources for this story include the 
Texas State Historical Association, 
University of Texas at Arlington, 
Denton County Historical Commis-
sion, the Historical Marker Database 
and the Texas Archival Resources 
Online. 
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By Tatiana Ambrosio
Contributing Writer
   The Ranch Cities have several 
historic churches. Many of these 
churches are not just standing as 
buildings, but they are still serving 
the community and providing minis-
try to residents. 
 These churches also serve as ar-
chaeological sites for the communities 
they serve. One church provided a sig-
nificant aspect of healing the broken 
ties after the Civil War, while another 
commemorated soldiers of the First 
World War and yet another provided a 
place of worship for freed slaves. 
 In the middle of Pilot Point, is 
what looks to be a church that is not 
as historical as others, as far as the 
building. 
 It happens to be the birth place of 
an entire denomination. 
 Grace Point Church of the Naz-
arene served as a central location 
for the second assembly of holiness 
churches Oct. 8-14, 1908. 
 At this meeting, the Church of the 
Nazarene began. 
 The second assembly is recog-
nized as being more significant than 
the first that joined churches not only 
from the east and west but also from 
the north and south. 
 This was the first time since the 
Civil War that these churches re-
united together. 
 According to an article written by 
the Church of the Nazarene, “Those 
who met in October 1908 at Pilot 
Point, Texas, understood this history 
of regional conflict and war. The older 
ones present had lived through it. The 
younger ones had been schooled in it. 
The Methodists did not reunite their 
northern and southern denomina-
tions until 1939. The Presbyterians 
did not do so until 1983. The Baptists 
have never done so. But in 1908, in a 
small Texas town, the holiness peo-
ple looked beyond the social and polit-
ical estrangement, the legacy of sus-
picion and regional stereotyping, and 
they united their forces in the name of 
Christian holiness.”
 Grace Point still holds services to 
this day in a newer structure at the 
same location as the original building. 
 Aubrey First United Method-
ist Church celebrates its rich history 

with historical photographs lining 
the walls of their dining room. 
 The dining room, kitchen offices 
and nursery were added in 1986 to 
their second building, built in 1918. 
 Their original dedicated building 
was destroyed by a tornado that swept 
through downtown Aubrey in 1918.
 The church congregation was orig-
inally established in 1858. 
 They met in a log cabin known 
as the Key School House, named af-
ter the family that had settled in the 
area. The building served as both 
church and school.
 When the railroad came through 
land that is now Aubrey, local farmers 
with the intent to establish the town 
donated plots to the churches in the 
area.
 They built a clapboard sided struc-
ture. It was built with lumber that 
was paid for by Ed F. Bates, one of the 
original pioneers of Denton County.

 After the tornado, they built a new 
structure with a brick facade. They 
still meet in the same sanctuary. 
 It is a sanctuary reminiscent of a 
time past with 20-foot ceilings and 
upper loft overlooking the wooden 
pews below lit by dappled sunshine 
through the original stained-glass 
windows. 
 “There is a stained glass that is in 
memory of a regiment,” said pastor 
Ernesto Sanchez. 
 The stained glass reads “In mem-
ory of Rev. Alfred Young 1889-1918, 
Company B.359 Infantry U.S.” This 
company is documented as serving in 
France during World War I. 
 “We have, I believe it was 680 
square feet of stained-glass win-
dows,” he said.
  Although he recently transferred 
to the church from Puerto Rico, he 
has been quickly learning the church’s 
history from his congregants.

 “There’s a part of the history of 
the church, through documentation, 
that got lost at some point when our 
historic paperwork went over to that 
church in Pilot Point, and they had a 
fire,” Sanchez said.
 However, the church still serves 
certain Aubrey families’ sixth gener-
ation, so verbal history has been much 
credited.
 Even with this, Sanchez said the 
stained-glass windows and where they 
came from is a mystery. 
 These days the congregation is 
growing. 
 “Exciting times are happening 
right now,” he said.
 The church has seen old members 
return from COVID-19 absences. 
 “We’ve had 11 people join the 
church in the last four months,” said 
Peggy Cain, one of the unofficial his-
torians of the church.
 The church just hosted its first 

Faith of the fathers
Historical churches 

spread out in northern 
Denton County

The First Christian Church sits in its present location at 410 N. Main St., Aubrey. The building, built in 1919, not only 
serves as a historical marker but also as home to its congregation that has been meeting since 1889.

Tatiana Ambrosio/Contributing Photographer
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Historical churches host congregations today
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trunk-or-treat for the com-
munity, and they are already 
planning their Christmas Eve 
services as they continue to 

rebuild a congregation that 
had dwindled during CO-
VID-19 shutdowns. 
 The history of County Line 

Baptist Church in Pilot Point 
also extends as far back as to 
the freed slaves in the years 
following the Civil War. 

 The church started in 1863 
and was originally named the 
Colored Missionary Baptist 
Church. 

 In the early days of the 
church, education was para-
mount. 
 One of the founding mem-

Bethel Baptist sits on Main Street in Pilot Point. It has been serving its congregation there since 1856.
Tatiana Ambrosio/Contributing Photographer
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Congregations celebrate storied histories
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bers of the church, Louis Whitlow, 
hired a black teacher from Alabama 
to teach the children of the congrega-
tion. 
 It served as one of the fi rst schools 
for black children in the area. 
 The church also offered classes to 
elders that taught them how to write 
their names. 
 Their original building, built in 
1874, was literally built on the county 
line between Denton and Cooke coun-
ties. 
 In 1882, the congregation pur-
chased land in Pilot Point, where they 
still meet and serve the community 
today. 
 First Christian Church of Aubrey 
is another church building that came 
about much of the same way as the 
First United Methodist Church in Au-
brey. 
 They also received land from the 
local farmers.
 Both churches built their wooden 
buildings in 1895, both churches were 
destroyed by the same tornado in 1918 
and then both churches were rebuilt 
as brick structures by the same archi-
tectural fi rm in 1918-19. 

 “The fi rst group met in the Sprin-
ghill area back when they were hav-
ing what was called union meetings,” 
said unoffi cial church historian, Jean 
Burk. 
 Documentation shows they began 
this Springhill congregation in 1889. 
 Thomas and Yarbrough Construc-
tion Company of Dallas was the ar-
chitectural fi rm that worked on both 
churches. 
 First Christian Church also has 
their beautiful stained-glass windows 
from this rebuild. 
 “I’ve been told that they shipped 
in the stained glass,” said Burk when 
asked if she knew who made them. 
 The fi rst service in their new brick 
building was the fi rst Sunday of June 
1919. 
 Since then, the church has continu-
ally served the families for many gen-
erations and still has Sunday services.
 Other churches of historical sig-
nifi cance in the Ranch Cities include 
the Church of Christ in Pilot Point, 
built in 1874, and Bethel Baptist in Pi-
lot Point, established in 1856. Both 
churches still meet and serve their 
community to this day.

The County Line Baptist Church is a historically Black church in Pilot Point.
Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal
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By Joe Fragano
Staff Writer
 Calvary Baptist Church 
has been a part of the fabric 
of the community since 1907, 
but the leaders of the Pilot 
Point staple are not allowing 
115 years of history to stop 
them from stepping into the 
future and embracing new 
roles as one of the area’s old-
est houses of worship.
 Ray Dane has been in-
volved with Calvary Bap-
tist for nearly his entire life, 
and he became deacon of the 
church in 1980. Over the 
years, Dane has seen a lot of 
change in attendees, min-
istries and facilities at Cal-
vary Baptist, but he said the 
church’s purpose has always 
remained the same.
 “[Our role] is to spread the 
gospel,” Dane said. “To repre-
sent Jesus on Earth.”
 Assisting Dane in his ad-
ministration of the church 
are Jerry and Cheryl Alford. 
Jerry manages landscap-
ing duties and other proj-
ects around the church as 
needed, while Cheryl serves 
the women of Calvary Baptist 
as Director of Women’s Min-
istry.
 The newest face at Calvary 
Baptist is the one that ap-
pears at the pulpit every Sun-
day morning. Pastor Chance 
Perkins came to Calvary Bap-
tist in November to serve as 
senior pastor after years of 
preaching everywhere from 
New Mexico to North Caro-
lina. 
 The quartet of Dane, the 
Alfords and Perkins are just 
a handful of the people that 
perform the day-to-day oper-
ations at Calvary Baptist, but 
they are as qualified as any-
one around town to tell the 
church’s story. As a small-
town ministry, Calvary is 
able to play a larger commu-
nity role in Pilot Point than 
might be possible in a larger 
urban center.
 “We’re able to be pretty 
visible throughout the com-
munity because this is a small 
community,” Jerry said. 
“Some of us are involved in 
almost everything that goes 

on, so we’ve got visibility all 
over town.”
 Cheryl said the communi-
ty’s familiarity with Calvary 
Baptist fosters close-knit re-
lationships between church 
members. It is that closeness 
between churchgoers that 
Cheryl believes is the biggest 

advantage of the roots Cal-
vary Baptist planted in Pilot 
Point over a century ago.
 “It’s more like a family,” 
Cheryl said. “People can [wor-
ship remotely], but it’s just 
not the same as coming and 
having that companionship 
and being with the people. 

Large churches aren’t always 
able to minister to everybody. 
We’re small enough that we 
know when people are hurt-
ing. We know when people 
are sick or in the hospital. ... I 
think that’s the advantage of 
a small-town church.”
 Perkins is no stranger to 

small-town preaching. One of 
Perkins’ early experiences as 
a senior pastor was in the tiny 
hamlet of Grady, New Mexico. 
Grady’s population when Per-
kins served there as a pastor 
was lower than the average 
attendance at Calvary Bap-
tist on a given Sunday, Per-
kins joked.
 As far as Perkins is con-
cerned, the nature of a small-
town church allows for minis-
ters to be more involved in the 
community around it.
 “With a small church in a 
small-town setting, you can 
have ministries that reach 
out to the entire community. 
If I’m a minister at Preston-
wood Baptist, I’m  not reach-
ing the entire community of 
Dallas. Here we can reach out 
far into each of the neighbor-
hoods and reach families.”
 After taking a dip dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Dane told the Post-Signal 
that attendance at Calvary 
Baptist was on the rise lately. 
Dane attributed that partly 
to excitement in the commu-
nity about a new pastor, but 
said he also believes that the 
influx of families into Pilot 
Point and the surrounding 
areas is a contributor, too.
 Pilot Point natives know 
all about Calvary Baptist. 
With new families moving to 
town every day, the church’s 
leadership is looking for new 
ways to get out in the commu-
nity and make connections 
with the area’s newest resi-
dents.
 “You have to look at your 
demographic, and you have 
to look at who is moving in,” 
Perkins said. “You see a lot 
of families moving in. As 
a church, you have to offer 
ministries for those families. 
Moms and dads are looking 
for things for their kids, look-
ing for things for their youth. 
If your church is not offering 
that, they’re just going to go 
to the next church that is.”
 One way that Calvary lead-
ership is focused on raising 
visibility around town is by 
literally making the church 
building more visible. A 
large cross in the front of the 

Calvary Baptist puts cross on display 

The sun pokes through the clouds above the Calvary Baptist Church and its garden.
Joe Fragano/The Post-Signal



Friday, November 18, 2022 � e 377/380 Guide 13

A family-oriented, 
hymnal-using,
Bible-teaching 

churchchurch

Mustang Mustang 
Baptist Baptist 

Church

A family-oriented, A family-oriented, 

ChurchChurch
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. • Sun. Worship 10:30 a.m.Sunday School 9:30 a.m. • Sun. Worship 10:30 a.m.

13335 Mustang Road • Pilot Point 13335 Mustang Road • Pilot Point 
940-372-0396 • 940-372-0396 • mustangbaptistchurch.orgmustangbaptistchurch.org

Coach G.A. Moore, Pastor • Brian Lynn, Associate PastorCoach G.A. Moore, Pastor • Brian Lynn, Associate Pastor

New pastor joins Calvary family with enthusiasm
church stands out and leads eyes to 
the church. Dane said that was by de-
sign.
 “We ... had that cross built [out 
front of the church] to make it a place 
that highlights the church, points out 
the church,” Dane said. “People can 
look beneath the cross, and here we 
are.”
 Calvary Baptist did not get to be 
115 years old by failing to change with 
the community around it. Facility 
modifi cations, digital upgrades and 
other measures to move Calvary Bap-
tist into the future along with the rest 
of the world are another area of focus 
for the church’s administration.
 “There are a lot of people that are 
looking for a good church home,” 
Dane said. “We want them to look at 
us. ... We know that we have to mod-
ernize. We can’t  do what we did in 
1950. We have to be more, do more, 
and we’re trying to do that.”
 In the process of modernizing out-
reach, Calvary Baptist had to con-
sider how people fi nd their way to 
church in 2022. That process looks 
a lot different than it did years ago, 
Cheryl said.
 “We’ve got a company coming in 

now and helping us be more up to date 
and put out there what really needs 
to be out there,” Cheryl said. “Appar-
ently they look online to fi nd their 

churches a lot of times. ... The way 
we [used to] reach out to people, you 
would knock on their doors, and they 
would invite you in and you would 

minister that way and ask them to 
church. People nowadays, they don’t 
want just anybody and everybody [in 
their homes] unless they know you ... 
so we have to go about inviting people 
to church a little differently than we 
did back in the 50s or 60s.”
 Preservation of the church’s his-
tory is important to Calvary Bap-
tist. The stained glass that adorns the 
walls of the sanctuary was salvaged 
from a previous building after a fi re 
and repurposed for the new building.
 The stained glass of the sanctuary 
serves to remind the staff at Calvary 
Baptist that, as the world changes 
around them and as the church 
changes with it, the message Calvary 
Baptist aims to share with the world 
remains the same.
 “If you are hungering for some-
thing deeper in life, come here,” Per-
kins said. “Be a part of this family. 
We will preach the glorious gospel 
message everywhere. It doesn’t mat-
ter what ministry whether it’s chil-
dren’s, youth, senior, adult, whether 
it’s Sunday, Wednesday, we will 
preach the gospel message. That’s 
what the church was created for.”

Ray Dane, left, stands with Pastor Chance Perkins as well as Cheryl Alford and 
Jerry Alford in the Calvary Baptist Church sanctuary.

Joe Fragano/The Post-Signal
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By Tatiana Ambrosio
Contributing Writer
  As more master-planned communi-
ties come to North Texas and the Ranch 
Cities, suburban families have found a 
way to embrace the culture, hobbies and 
interests of the area. One such hobby is 
horses. These new families often live on 
less than an acre and have no place for a 
horse. However, they have found a way to 
ride and own their own horses.
 Many landowners in Aubrey and Pi-
lot Point offer boarding to these subur-
ban families. 
 Merry Hopper, owner of Hopper 
Ranch in Aubrey, currently boards nine 
horses for families living in places like 
Prosper and Frisco. 
 She has a 16-person wait list for 
boarding and laughed when she said she 
could have more boarders, but she owns 
so many horses herself and that limits 
boarding.
 Hopper feels that her boarding list is 
growing because so many other ranches 
are selling. 
 She spoke of a friend that had land 
in Aubrey and had boarded 14 horses. 
When the friend sold, the new owners 
keep horses but do not allow outsiders to 
board. 
 “Horses are getting so displaced,” 
Hopper said.
 She even asked a friend that owns 
five acres and a four-stall barn that was 
keeping only one horse if she would con-
sider boarding three of the people from 
her wait list. In that instance, they 
would pay a lesser rate because Hopper 
has a barn helper and more room for the 
horses.  
 She also offers horseback riding les-
sons to any skill level riders.
 Another proprietor of horseback rid-
ing lessons is Chuck Morgan, owner of 
Four Fillies farm in Pilot Point. 
 Morgan had previously offered horse 
boarding but said due to the layout of 
his farm, their family has to give up 
some privacy for boarders to access their 
horses and they eventually decided to 
end boarding. 
 “You know, it’s their horse and you 
want them to be able to come in, you 
don’t want to shut them out but [the 
barn] is kind of close to us here,” Morgan 
said.
 Both Hopper and Morgan agreed that 

interest in the equine industry skyrock-
eted during COVID-19 shutdowns as 
parents and families came because it was 
an activity that was outdoors.
 Since COVID-19, both have main-
tained their abundant clientele with 
many coming from places up to an hour 
away. 
  Hopper averages almost 70 students. 
Morgan said he sees almost a hundred 
students weekly. 
 While COVID was a driving factor 
for a dramatic increase in interest, both 
stated that housing developments in the 
area have brought many more students 
to their doorstep. 
 Hopper maintains a wait list, and 
Morgan said aside from social posts his 
business has thrived by word of mouth. 
 “But it’s mainly everybody moving 
this direction,” Morgan said.
 Although developments are get-
ting closer, most of his students live in 

Frisco. Others come from Little Elm, 
Denton and Celina.
 “I’ve had them drive even as far as 
from Allen and Argyle,” he said. “But it’s 
getting hard for them to get out here be-
cause of the traffic.” 
 Hopper pointed out the other side 
of the growth in the area. She spoke of 
ranches that sold that had offered les-
sons. One such ranch was located near 
FM 423 and U.S. 380. 
 “I mean, we’re getting an offer [to 
sale] almost every week,” she said. 
 She went on to say that thoroughfare 
plans, including extending Stuart Road 
into her property taking a portion of the 
front pasture, will cause her to have even 
more property on the busy U.S. 377 cor-
ridor. She can’t imagine what the offers 
for the land will be at that time. 
 She said the offers have gotten so 
high already that she feels “almost bad 
not selling.” However, she thinks they 

are one of the only western ranches left 
in the area that opens up to the commu-
nity. 
 Morgan said he saw a lot of landown-
ers leave more than 10-15 years ago. 
  He knew of people who were able to 
purchase twice the amount of land they 
had here in other places like Whitesboro 
and even as far as Weatherford.
 Now, Morgan reflected, he thinks 
people would have to go into Okla-
homa to do the same because all the land 
around the area is going up in price.
 Hopper said everything with keeping 
horses has become more expensive in re-
cent years. 
 “The price of taking care of a horse 
has at least doubled in the past year,” she 
said. 
 She feels that not only inflation but 
the price of diesel which is needed by 
farmers and the lack of rain this past 
year have all attributed to costs going 
up. 
 The cost of labor for ranch hands has 
also increased.
 “My feed bill has almost doubled,” she 
said, and she has been told by her sup-
plier that it is likely to double again.
 Her rising costs have forced her to 
raise her rates for boarding. 
 Boarders help offset the cost of hay 
and keeping barn help. However, she still 
worries about the future as far as costs. 
 Hopper said it’s a very odd and diffi-
cult time to own horses. 
 “But there’s still people that come out 
and pay so thank God, one hand is feed-
ing the other,” she said.
 Cari Hall is one such boarder. 
 She has two daughters, ages 8 and 11. 
The girls got into the rodeo scene of West 
Texas during COVID shutdowns. 
 The Halls have extended family in 
West Texas and were able to stay and 
participate while doing remote learning. 
 Hall said after finding out that her 
daughters had such an affinity for west-
ern riding, she began to look for lessons. 
She found that most lessons offered 
closer to their home in The Colony were 
English riding lessons. 
 She found Hopper through research. 
 “I did lots of research and did some 
visits,” she said. In the spring, they be-
gan riding lessons with Hopper after be-
ing on her wait list. 
 When they got more and more in-
volved in barrel racing, Hall said, she 
knew they needed their own horse.
  “We actually just purchased a horse 
this summer, so we started boarding 
with [Hopper] in July,” Hall said. 

Tying into equine tradition
Families turn to 

horse ranch 
activities 

Mckinley Wagley of Providence Village gives a horse a kiss at Hopper Ranch in 
Aubrey while still dressed in her soccer uniform.

Photo Courtesy of Kat Wagley
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Feed stores provide support

By Basil Gist
Staff Writer
 Horses are like vacuums; pioneers 
would say one wild stallion on your 
property was worse than a herd of bi-
son.
 Keeping animals like that, of which 
the Ranch Cities have plenty, fed is a 
big job, but the local feed stores are up 
to the task.
 “I was driving around with some-
one from Lexington, Kentucky, and 
they looked at me and said ‘this is un-
real how many horse ranches are in 
such a small area,” D&L Farm and 
Home owner Matt Saller said. “Per cap-
ita we’re one of the biggest areas in the 
country.”
 Matt and his wife, Emily, pur-
chased the business from Emily’s par-
ents Dean and Lezlie who opened D&L 
in 1988.
 “Dean always wanted to own a 
feed store and saw there was a need in 

the Pilot Point and Aubrey area and 
thought he could fill that need,” Matt 
said.
 In the time since the first store 
opened on U.S. 377 between Pilot Point 
and Aubrey, D&L has spread an in-
creasingly wider net now with stores 
in Aubrey, Celina, Denton, McKin-
ney, Gainesville and Sanger, and addi-
tionally delivering to Pilot Point and 
Whitesboro.
 “We’ve got a pretty decent sized 
area covered,” Matt said. “Our goal ul-
timately is not to be some big conglom-
erate feed store, it’s to be local; we want 
to sell to the communities we’re in.”
 With 90 employees on a busy day, 
Matt explained he prefers to hire peo-
ple who live in the communities they’ll 
work in.
 “One of the key things I look for 
when hiring someone is someone that 
is in touch with the community,” Matt 
said. “Most of our employees live in the 

community that the store is in, which is 
awesome.”
 Tucked along U.S. 377, a bit younger 
than the former, is Pilot Point Feed 
Store, run by Shane Schon and his 
wife, Sarah.
 “We’ve been here about 16-17 years, 
but actually the guy that opened the 
store was renting the building from my 
dad,” Shane said. “When he closed up, 
we saw there were still customers roll-
ing in, people still needed a feed store, 
so we decided to open it back up our-
selves.”
 Being closer in distance to its name-
sake town than D&L’s flagship store 
between Pilot Point and Aubrey, Pilot 
Point Feed’s clientele sits a little closer 
to the hill.
 “We’ll go down to 380, Sanger and 
a little bit into Celina,” Shane said. 
“We’re just trying to be here every day 
and provide what the customers are 
needing. We kind of all do the same 

thing, deliver, stack it in the barn.”
 Shane explained that when the store 
started out, it was largely a ‘couple of 
bags’ kind of business, but that has 
since changed.
 “When we started out that’s what 
we were, but as we ramped up, now 
we’ve got a lot of the bigger ranches 
too,” Shane said.
 Though both businesses are 
largely built around feeding large an-
imals, horses and cows, each has since 
branched into the domestic pet realm 
and beyond.
 The D&L in Aubrey features a large 
nursery run by Joanne Knight and 
Stephanie Ramsey which further sup-
plies plants to the other stores.
 Pilot Point Feed houses a boutique 
in its front half.
 “[Shane’s] mom is an interior de-
signer, so she thought that’s what we 
needed to do,” Sarah said. “She and I 
help each other out with that, and it’s 

Bryan Carrillo-
Perez, left, and 
Balthazar Doran-
tes load up a cou-
ple of stall mats on 
their way out on a 
hay delivery.

Basil Gist/
The Post-Signal
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been great for the store and for the cus-
tomers.”
 It’s the pets, however, that both 
businesses have their eyes on.
 “Pet food is a big part of our busi-
ness, and as growth comes and we see 
more and more houses coming, there’s 
going to be more and more dogs and 
cats and small animals,” Matt said. 
“We have an online pet food business 
we’ve been doing for about two and a 
half years now. Our customers can pur-
chase pet food online, and we’ll deliver 
it to their house for free.”
 Set right in the middle of the 
growth, Pilot Point Feed, too, is pre-
pared to meet growing needs.
 “The pet deal is defi nitely grow-
ing as people keep moving into town,” 
Shane said. “We carry a little bit of all 
of it, dogs, cats, now even the frozen 
higher end stuff.”
 One growing pain for both busi-
nesses is rooftops going up where once 
there were ranches.
 “A lot of them are sticking around, 
but we’ve noticed ranches sell and move 
north,” Shane said. “Most of the time 
we’re seeing other people move in and 
buy that ranch, but at some point, it 
might sell and turn into rooftops.”
 D&L, with it’s wider distribution 

range, has more ability to continue 
reaching those who move.
 “I wouldn’t say they’re selling and 
going away as much as downsizing or 
moving a little up north,” Matt said. 
“We’re not seeing a decrease in the 
amount of horses up here; we’re seeing 

an increase. I can tell you that by the 
amount of bags of horse feed it takes to 
service our customers every day.”
 Matt further mentioned the tenac-
ity of his customers.
 “My absolute favorite thing about 
this business is the people that we work 

with,” Matt said. “I can tell you that I 
don’t see the people we work with going 
away; I can see them changing a little 
bit but ultimately growing and increas-
ing.”
 He then returned to the value of of-
fering pet food with the same quality of 
service as that of livestock supplies.
 “That’s hopefully where we’re going 
to be able to still serve and benefi t our 
communities,” Matt said. “The most 
important part about it is it’s going to 
be needed.”
 The large livestock side of the coin 
pretty well handled, he pressed that he 
wanted customers to know that’s not all 
D&L offers.
 “That’s where we’re pumping our 
energy into right now is helping our 
customers know that we’re not just 
here for the equine and cattle custom-
ers, we’re here for everybody,” Matt 
said.
 The folks at Pilot Point Feed, espe-
cially being such a short hop from Pilot 
Point proper, touted the convenience of 
a trip to their store.
 “It’s a one-stop shop, you can get 
things for your home, get things for 
your dog, get things for your horses, 
your lawn. It’s a one-stop shop for ev-
eryone,” Sarah said.

Cruise Corona speeds back and forth on the Pilot Point Feed lot, battening 
things down for the incoming storm.       Basil Gist/The Post-Signal
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FFA program reflects agricultural roots
By Joe Fragano
Staff Writer
 As they learn the same math, sci-
ence, and literature as any other high 
schooler, students at Pilot Point High 
School are also learning about agri-
culture as a part of their preparation 
for life after high school.
 Until recently, agricultural educa-
tion was an optional endeavor at Pilot 
Point high school. Students had to ei-
ther enroll in elective classes or join 
the school’s FFA club if they were in-
terested in the subject.
 Last year Pilot Point made a 
change in curriculum that required 
students in PPISD to take at least 
one agriculture class to be eligible for 
graduation. That is how important 
the administration in Pilot Point feels 
it is to teach kids about agriculture.
 “Every freshman that comes to 
this school is going to be enrolled 
in Principles of Agriculture, Food, 
and Natural Resources,” said Bobby 
Rynearson, who teaches the class at 
PPHS. “It’s the first Ag class you can 
take in your high school career. It re-
ally just dips a finger into every path-
way that we have. We have business 
management … we’re going to go 
into the plant side of things, The an-
imal production side of things. We 
do things that way so … [the kids] can 
go off the next year and start doing 
[classes they like].”
 Once students become familiar 
with the world of agriculture, the dis-
trict ensures they still have the free-
dom to explore it as much as they 
want.
 “We have three pathways beyond 
principles of Ag,” PPHS Agriculture 
Mechanics teacher Bailee Greiner 
said. “We have plant science, ani-
mal science, and applied Ag engineer-
ing, which is just code for welding and 
woodworking. The kids can choose one 
of those three pathways, or they can 
be in multiple. There are some kids 
that come se all [of the Ag teachers] in 
a day.”
  Even before the district made 
agriculture a requirement, PPHS 
had little trouble generating inter-
est in agriculture and FFA. Raising 
livestock and tending to the land is a 
way of life in Pilot Point and the sur-
rounding areas. With over 600 stu-
dents across all classes, the teach-
ers in charge of raising the next gen-
eration of Pilot Point agricultural ex-
perts know that better than anyone.
  “Agriculture is important be-
cause it is the backbone of the U.S. 

and the world in general,” PPHS ani-
mal sciences teacher and barn man-
ager Hope Cotten said. “For Pilot 
Point specifically, there is such an ar-
ray of different crops being grown 
and livestock being raised that … we 
have many students whose families 
are in the production of agriculture. 
They know from the ground up what’s 
going on. … Agriculture is so vast, 
and I believe that our area is very di-
verse in that. Our students need to 
know that.”
 The area’s agricultural diversity is 
an asset as far as the teaching of stu-
dents in Pilot Point is concerned. It 
is one thing to sit a student down in a 
classroom and teach them a concept 
out of a book. Helping them under-
stand a concept they are already fa-
miliar with in depth is quite another.
 “The kids get to see [things] in our 
classroom and then they’re able to 
go out and apply it to their everyday 

lives,” Greiner said. “[The kids get to 
say] ’Oh, I learned about that the other 
day. Now I get to see how it actually 
works.’”
 Although a basic understanding of 
some of agriculture’s basic themes is 
a district requirement in Pilot Point, 
many students choose to continue 
learning about agriculture and live-
stock for their entire high school ca-
reers. These are the students that Pi-
lot Point High School’s agricultural 
staff are helping learn how to make a 
career out of agriculture.
 “A lot of the kids here want to be in-
volved in agriculture jobs in the fu-
ture,” Rynearson said. “This is just 
a pathway for them to get their foot 
in the door. It’s something to get in-
volved in that’s a lot of fun and a lot of 
them seem to really enjoy it.”
 Agriculture classes in Pilot Point 
are about more than just fostering cu-
riosity though. The kids that take ag-

riculture classes at PPHS have an op-
portunity to graduate with the abil-
ities and certifications to apply their 
skills in the real world.
 “In those classes, they come out 
with an industry-based certification,” 
Greiner said. “We have some kids 
coming out with industrial welding 
certifications. Others are coming out 
with a knowledge-based floral certifi-
cation.”
 FFA, or Future Farmers of Amer-
ica, goes hand in hand with agricul-
tural education. In Pilot Point, the 
two entities are almost one and the 
same. Greiner said the school dis-
trict’s efforts to make agriculture a 
priority during the school day helps 
foster healthy and successful partici-
pation in PPHS’s FFA chapter.
 “This school has a really strong 
culture with agriculture and FFA 
specifically,” Greiner said “FFA was 
founded in 1928, our chapter was 
founded in 1930. We’re nearing 100 
years in our chapter. I think it’s just 
something that’s been very ingrained 
in the kids’ lives growing up and it’s 
something they want to be involved 
in.”
 Like all extracurricular activi-
ties, FFA helps kids learn more than 
just how to handle livestock and raise 
crops. The chapter has its own leader-
ship, its own rules, and teaches kids 
how to be a part of an organization. 
Such high participation in the group 
helps the staff at PPHS impart those 
values on a large group of kids.
 “It teaches leadership,” Rynear-
son said. “All the banners around the 
[classrooms] are different contests 
that kids can be involved in around 
FFA. Some of them are team-based, 
others are individual. It really puts 
a lot of responsibility on kids, and it 
molds them to figure out where prior-
ities are at.”
 Like all things that are taught in 
high school classrooms, the concepts 
covered in PPHS’ agricultural pro-
gram are meant to help prepare stu-
dents for the next phase of their lives, 
adulthood. Some students will take 
only the required agricultural class 
and graduate with a better under-
standing of the industry in general.
 Others will take that basic knowl-
edge and run with it, opening up new 
and different pathways for them-
selves as they become familiar with 
the industry that helped build the 
community around them.

Pilot Point FFA member Madisyn Pelzel smiles next to her show pig.
Photo Courtesy of Pilot Point ISD
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Stars on the red carpet
Randy Killham and Justine Wollaston smile for the cameras after “California 
Suite” in August on the Garage Door Theater red carpet, which was donated 
anonymously to replace the theater’s worn-out red carpet. The community the-
ater in Pilot Point draws in talent and patrons from the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area.                      Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal
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Lowbrows provides 
Horse Country outlet

Jason Charles Miller, front man for the Jason Charles Miller Band, performs 
with his bandmates at Lowbrows Saloon in August.

Beau Foster/The Post-Signal

By Basil Gist 
Staff Writer 
 Though its doors closed briefl y, Pi-
lot Point’s titular Western eclectic bar, 
Lowbrows Saloon, is back in business. 
 Having reopened earlier this year, 
now under the management of the Stall-
ings family, the new owners are in a place 
to look ahead. 
 “We’re doing really good,” Michelle 
Stallings said. “They tell me that if you 
make a profi t the fi rst month you’re do-
ing great; we’ve made a profi t every 
month.” 
 This fi nancially warm reception in 
mind, Stallings has plans for expansion, 
starting with a covered porch. 
 “It would be cooler for everything in 
the summer for everyone [outside], and 
it was so hot in there with the sun baking 
those bricks, it was like being in an easy 
bake oven,” Stallings said. “Right now, 
I’m in the process of working with the 
city.” 
 The original idea about creating a 
segmented bar experience will come 
next. 
 “Going forward, our plans are the 
porch fi rst, the jail, then we’re going to 
cover the black area between the bar and 
the jail,” Stallings said. “We’re thinking 
about doing it so we can have a rooftop 
bar up top and another area down below.” 
 Stallings restated the idea of stag-
gered levels of privacy and noise between 

each of the areas, with the primary bar 
area being as it is, the central area be-
ing a little quieter, with chess, dominos, 
cards, and other table games, and the jail 
being for private parties. 
 “[The middle] is going to be more of 
an homage to Bob Albrecht, who started 
it,” Stallings said. “[The jail] is a place to 
have small events. What I’d really like to 
do is have Texas Hold’em there, we don’t 
know whether the city would go for that.” 
 In the time since reopening, the Stall-
ings have further defi ned their vision for 
the space. 
 “When you walk in, you see the bar, 
but the TVs are off to the side; it’s not a 
sports bar,” Stallings said. “We want to 
make it a meeting place.” 
 She expanded, speaking to the stan-
dard of behavior they’ve striven to en-
courage in guests. 
 “You can’t come in here and scream 
and yell, you can’t come in here, get 
drunk, and act like a fool; you’re not 
going to be welcome,” Stallings said. 
“We’ve worked really hard to get a nice 
environment.” 
 In keeping with that, they’ve looked 
to make Lowbrows more than a place just 
to get a drink. 
 “Before we built it, people said, ‘if 
you have dominos, people will come,’ 
well I’ve got dominos,” Stallings said. 
“We’re trying to become part of the com-
munity socially; I want it to be more like 
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The Chandler family has been designing and 
manufacturing custom cabinetry for more than 
40 years, and our growth and success is not 
marked by an assembly line. Chandler Cabinets 
sets the standard and continues to lead the 
DFW Metroplex with the highest quality of 
custom cabinetry. Family owned and operated 
since 1976, we personally guarantee the 
superiority of our cabinetry. 

1110 JC Lane, Pilot Point, TX 76258 • (940) 686-5770 • info@chandlercabinets.net
chandlercabinets.net
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a social club.” 
 Being part of the community, to 
Stallings, means participation. 
 “We’re always working on stuff that 
would be fun for the community,” Stall-
ings said. “For Christmas, they have 
Santa on the Square, and we don’t want 
to run over their deal, so we’re going to 
have the Grinch at Lowbrows.” 
 The bar was also open for Scare on 
the Square passing out candy to kids and 
Jell-O shots to parents. 
 “Kids can come in the bar, we just 
can’t serve them,” Stallings said. “We 
want it to be open to everyone.” 
 Everyone means everyone to Stall-
ings; she spoke about making sure even 
people who may not match the western 
aesthetic of the space feel welcome. 
 “We are a part of the horse com-
munity, my husband is in the Amer-
ican Paint Horse Association Hall of 
Fame,” Stallings said. “We enjoy that el-
ement coming in and mixing with the lo-
cal community. With all the new people 
coming in, we’re trying to do things to 
encourage them to come in too. My deal 
is, I want everyone in the community to 
feel welcome to come in.” 

 Embracing the new does not mean ne-
glecting the past, however. 
 “History is really important to me, I 
want to pay homage to the history of Pi-
lot Point in a tableau going across the 
front of the bar,” Stallings said. “When 
people started first moving to the area 
to settle Pilot Point, there were jaguars 
here, bobcats, buffalo, bear, mountain 
lions, all kinds of stuff like that. I want 
to do a tableau across the front showing 
people coming to Pilot Point.” 
 She has plans for a similar art in-
stallation along the outer railing of the 
porch. 
 “I want us to become an integral part 
of the Pilot Point community and to help 
the community revitalize the down-
town,” Stallings said. “We all need to 
work collectively together.” 
 Stallings’ high aspirations may start 
at Lowbrows, but they spread to the 
downtown as a whole. 
 “We want to make the downtown his-
tory Square a destination spot for Den-
ton County,” Stallings said. “We’re al-
ready taking strong steps.”

Stallings work on capturing
spirit of community at bar
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By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
 Out in the water of Ray Roberts 
Lake by the Jordan Park boat ramp, 
construction is an ongoing process.
 That's because the long-awaited 
marina of the Lone Star Lodge and Ma-
rina is becoming a reality.
 "We have been approved, com-
pletely approved, from Texas Parks 
and Wildlife, the city of Dallas, the 
city of Denton and also the [U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers] to build the first 
of the slips," said Terry Carver of the 
project that he was brought in to help 
get moving forward. "We're going to 
build 96 slips—we're in the process 
right now."
 Denise Morris, the Pilot Point Mu-
nicipal Development District's exec-
utive director, brought him to speak 

to the Lake Ray Roberts Rotary Club 
in late October about the ongoing ef-
forts to build a sizable marina in Pilot 
Point's backyard.
 "As many of you know in this room, 
this project has been well over a decade 
[in the making]," she said. "… It's ex-
citing that we're close enough to get to 
have an update."
 The area where the lodge and ma-
rina is located is in Denton's extrater-
ritorial jurisdiction, which is also un-
der the jurisdiction of both the Corps 
and Texas Parks and Wildlife. The cit-
ies of Denton and Dallas have an in-
terest in the lake because it's a water 
source for them.
 The city of Pilot Point has been try-
ing to work with the other entities, as 
well, because to access the event center 
by land, patrons have to drive through 
Pilot Point.
 Getting all of the necessary parties 
to come to the table has been a lengthy 
endeavor, but the Lone Star team is ex-
cited to have so much cooperation on 
this project.
 "We also have our sewer system ap-

proved, which is major," Carver said. 
"This thing's been an aerobic type for-
ever and now we're tying into the city 
of Pilot Point."
 Two components—the ship store 
and the fuel facility—are still awaiting 
a decision by the Corps before they are 
fully approved.
 "After we get that, we've got total 
blessings from everybody," he said. 
"That's where we're at right now."
 What's in process right now is 
96 out of the 500 covered boat slips 
planned; the 500 will range in size 
from about 28 feet to over 100 feet, 
Carver said.
 "If anybody's wanting a slip, they 
can come out and put their name on pa-
per," Carver said. "I think that paper's 
been floating around for a while now, 
but it's for sure now."
 There will be a bigger parking lot 
as visitors enter the lodge and marina 
area.
 "From there, you'll go right 
straight down, and there'll be an en-
trance there to part of the slips, and 
then the other one is the old one that 

goes down by the lodge, and it goes 
down—that'll be the main slip," Carver 
said. "And as you go out, on the very 
end of that will be our ship store and 
our gas stations and that'll be all cour-
tesy slips."
 One of the changes that has already 
been made is to install breakwaters 
in the cove that will house the slips to 
"break the wave," Carver said.
 "What they do is they cut the legs of 
the wave off," he said. "There's 7-foot 
high skirts on them and then they're 
12-by-20's and they weigh 44,000 
pounds and they're almost solid con-
crete."
 Having those in place will reduce 
the jarring motion in the water that 
would otherwise cause damage to the 
stored boats.
 "The closest parts to [those] will 
be our big boats, like house boats and 
cabin cruisers, and they'll all be on 
that first end," Carver said.
 Anything built on the slips has to 
be installed by the marina staff as re-
quired by the Corps, Carver said.
 The lodge previously had an oper-

Marina gets go-ahead

Lone Star Lodge 
and Marina starts 
slip construction

A construction crew returns to land on Saturday evening after working on the Lone Star Lodge and Marina project. The framework for the first 96 boat slips is in 
the water, as are breakwaters that will help protect the boats and slips from damage.

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal
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Center works to become Dallas-Fort Worth destination
ating restaurant that has been 
closed for years.
 "We're going to look at it 
when we get our 96 in," Carver 
said. "If we have good fl ow, then 
we'll open the restaurant back 
up."
 The plans don't have spe-
cifi c phases so far, and the team 
working on the project hopes to 
just keep building continuously 
instead of having to do the work 
in clear phases.
 "We've been approved to just 
keep going," Carver said.
 The Lone Star Lodge and 
Marina provides different 
types of boats and Jet Skis for 
rental.
 "Those boats were new last 
year, so this is their second 
year," Carver said. "We also 
have several new boats that we 
hadn't put in yet because we're 
really waiting for our marina 
to get built. … We have two new 
double-deckers."
 Beyond the marina, the 
owner has worked on revamp-
ing the lodge, including hiring 
a new general manager, Kylie 

King.
 "She's a sweetheart and we 
are very, very blessed to have 
her," Carver said.
 With the addition of another 
maintenance employee, the fa-
cility is fully staffed, he added.
 "In the lodge, we've put all 
new lighting in, repainted, new 
chairs, just a new face, basi-
cally," Carver said.
 The event center is available 
for weddings, dinners and other 
parties.
 Another component the 
team has planned is an RV park, 
the plans for which are being re-
worked to be outside of the fl ood 
zone, which will be able to ac-
commodate long-term rent-
als and will have full sewer and 
power hookups at every spot.
 The changes won't affect the 
hiking trails, Carver said.
 "The hiking trails will al-
ways be there," he added.
 One change will likely be 
made to the horse trail, he ex-
plained.
 "But it will still be there," 
Carver said.

Construction materials sit in the yard in front of the event center at the Lone Star Lodge and 
Marina, ready to be installed as part of the facility’s long-awaited expansion project.

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal
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