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TxDOT works toward roadway projects

A truck turns off of the extension of the Dallas North Tollway, the Dallas Parkway, near the Denton County-Collin County border between Pilot Point and Celina
on FM 455. The current two-lane road goes north into Grayson County and connects up with the Dallas North Tollway south in Celina.

By Basil Gist
Staff Writer

As more and more people move to
North Texas, the area’s roadways will
continue to shift and grow to accom-
modate the increased traffic.

The Texas Department of Trans-
portation has its eyes on several road-
ways along and throughout the Ranch
Cities, with projects at varying stag-
es from conceptual to construction
to, in the case of the tollway feeder on
FM 455, completed.

At the earliest stage, the Outer
Loop project, which includes Aubrey
and Krugerville among its possible
route areas, is still taking public com-
ment and nailing down where the fi-
nal route will go.

“At this point we don’t know what
the alienment is going to be absolute-

ly,” Aubrey City Manager Charles
Kreidler said. “We are still waiting
on the studies to be done, so it’s yet to
be seen what the final impact is going
tobe on Aubrey.”

As such, the city, though it expects
to be affected, is waiting to see to
what degree.

“I do believe the Outer Loop is go-
ing to come through Aubrey,” Kre-
idler said. “Once we have an align-
ment in place and know, we can start
looking at what we need to do on our
end to prepare for that.”

Other projects, such as the expan-
sions of U.S. 377 as well as FM 2931
near Providence Village, are still at
the stage of right of way acquisition.

The 2931 project will take the two-
lane roadway and expand it to four
divided lanes with an impact of 0.49

acres of additional ROW required.

The 377 project, which had its first
public meeting held in 2020, stretch-
es through the Ranch Cities from Pi-
lot Point to Cross Roads and will see
the two-lane highway pushed out to
six lanes along the entire stretch.

This undertaking requires 54.7
acres of additional ROW, purchased
from landowners along the road.

Each of the projects’ pages on the
TxDOT website state construction is
expected tobeginin 2024.

“It’s going to have a huge impact
on safety and the flow of traffic as far
as moving people goes,” Pilot Point
City Manager Britt Lusk said. “I’'m
excited about the opportunity it’s go-
ing to bring as far as the ability to
move people, and the commercial op-
portunities along those heavilv traf-

Basil Gist/The Post-Signal

ficked roadways.”

Other projects, such as the U.S.
380, and FM 455, FM 1385 and FM
428 expansions, are already seeing
construction.

“I would ask people to use cau-
tion and be safe,” Lusk said. “With
the 455 bridge expansions right now,
those lights are there for your safety,
they aren’t there to be ignored and it
happens all the time. Plan your trips
around the construction, realize it’s
going to take longer and exercise cau-
tion.”

The tollway feeder road is an ex-
ample of a completed project to ac-
commodate the growth and has since
seen daily use from Ranch Cities resi-
dents looking to shorten their trips to
and from cities like Prosper and Dal-
las.
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Chambers strive to help small businesses grow

By Joe Fragano
Staff Writer

As more businesses pop up
in the Ranch Cities area, lo-
cal chambers of commerce find
themselves playing bigger roles
as connectors of local business-
es and people in the towns that
they serve.

The increased responsibil-
ity is new to local chambers,
but the chambers themselves
are not. Aubrey and Pilot Point
have had chambers of com-
merce for years, and Tioga is in
the process of reorganizing its
chamber.

Jimerson Adkinsis the pres-
ident of the Pilot Point Cham-
ber of Commerce and the own-
er of multiple small businesses,
including the Pilot Point Coffee
House.

“The purpose of a chamber
of commerce is to take the lo-
cal businesses and organiza-
tions, nonprofits, and even in-
dividuals and ... connect them
to each other,” Adkins said. “..
It’s been my goal both personal-
ly and with my local business to
bring the community together
through social events.”

Adkins pointed to the years
of the COVID-19 pandemic as a
prime example of why connec-
tion between neighbors is so im-
portant.

“It’s more important than
ever now to bring people togeth-
er because the opposite of that
is division,” Adkins said. “We
got a taste of what division can
do to a community, to a society
when people are divided [when
they] were forced apart by the
pandemic. The more we bring
people together, the better it
is for both local commerce and
for the community. Business-
es need people, and people need
people.”

Fostering those connections
between people is at the core of
a chamber’s responsibilities,
Adkins said, which is why the
Chamber has focused on events
beyond luncheons, namely the
golf tournament, an upcom-
ing bass fishing tournament
and community event pairings
including the Mimosa Mosey,
Mint Julep Roundup and re-
newed Saturday drawings.

The result of Pilot Point’s
ever-growing population is an

Evon Lusk, the
executive di-
rector of the
Pilot Point
Chamber of
Commerce, in-
troduces her-
self to Jana
Temple, the
executive di-
rector of the
Aubrey 380
Area Chamber
of Commerce,
at a social at
Prairie House
in Cross Roads
on June 30.

Shawn Nesmith, left, Rick Staples, Paula Byler and Heather Nesmith lead a meeting regard-
ing the formation of the Tioga Chamber to fill the void of the dissolved Tioga Area Chamber of

Commerce.

Photos by Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

even faster growing business
directory, Adkins said.

“IWe’ve grown] leaps and
bounds,” Adkins said. “Our
membership has jumped in
the past couple of years. ... It’s
growing at a rate faster than
what our population is grow-
ing.”

With more businesses join-
ing the Chamber than ever be-
fore, it is becoming harder and
harder for everybody to share
the spotlight.

“The only real challenge
with more people and more
businesses is giving everybody
their [fair share] of attention,”
Adkins said. “The more busi-
nesses we have, the harder it’s
going to be to give everyone a
fair shot.”

The Chamber will do every-
thing they can to increase visi-
bility to all the local businesses
in its community, Adkins said.

“I want more opportunities
to bring people together,” Ad-
kins said. “I want more oppor-
tunities for people to get out in-
to the community to see these
local businesses, to know they
even exist. A lot of times I meet
people that don’t even know
that [some] businesses exist.
We’ve just gone out there and
waved the flag around and said
‘Hey, look at this.””

The Aubrey 380 Area Cham-
ber of Commerce hired Jana
Temple as its executive director
in the spring. Since March, the
chamber has seen around 20%
increase in memberships.

“It’s something that makes
me proud to be a citizen and
community member of Aubrey
and our surrounding neighbor-
hoods to see your businesses
growing and being successful
and that we can partner ... and
network with each other,” Tem-

plesaid.

Like the Pilot Point Cham-
ber, the Aubrey Chamber has
worked on developing different
opportunities for members and
prospective members to con-
nect and network with one an-
other, and those ideas will keep
flowing to keep up with the ar-
ea’s influx of businesses and
people.

“There’s so many new ones
because our area is growing so
fast,” Temple said.

She strives to coordinate op-
portunities for all her members
to connect, and she also encour-
ages them to put in that effort
aswell.

“You have to market your-
self as abusiness,” Temple said.

Temple was enthusias-
tic about the way the social at
Prairie House on June 30 went,
which more than 30 people at-
tended.

“That’s why I love doing
this, and, again, just having a
good crowd like we did tonight,
again that’s a pride thing for
me,” she said. “‘Just seeing ev-
erybody network and being
able to share their thoughts and
ideas and plans and grow,” she
said.

Capitalizing on that wave of
growth is just what the group
interested in reforming a cham-
ber in Tioga want todo.

On June 29, Paula Byler,
Shawn and Heather Nesmith,
and Rick Staples led a group of
alittle over 10 people in discuss-
ing the possible formation of a
new Tioga Chamber.

Byler shared the history of
the original Tioga Chamber of
Commerce, which was found-
ed in 1991 by a group includ-
ing Charlene “Char” Brown and
Herman Brown, and of the at-
tempt to re-form the chamber
as the Tioga Area Chamber of
Commerce in early 2011 after
the original was disbanded by
the board in place in the early
2000s.

Although the four who led
the discussion want to help sup-
port and grow the Chamber,
they are hoping other people
will be willing to step up to lead
the organization.

“The town is definitely
growing, and we definitely need
it as a positive thing,” Byler
said.

For more information, fol-
low Tioga Chamber on Face-
book.

One big goal the fledgling
group discussed was building
up the Gene Autry Days cele-
bration that used to draw thou-
sands to Tioga each year in con-
junction with the Tioga Muse-
um and Heritage Association.

“We’re talking, I would say,
probably 10,000 people—5,000
to 10,000 people—within two
tothree daysin the town,” Byler
said. “It was a very big event.”

The next meeting of the Tio-
ga Chamber is set for 7 p.m. Ju-
ly 27.

“Hopefully everybody can
go tell and bring a friend with
them next time, and we can get
this thing going [again],” Byler
said.

Editor Abigail Allen con-
tributed tothisreport.
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Unmatched natural scenery in every season
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Lakeside Lodging « Boat Service/Repair
Boat, Jet Ski & Kayak Rentals
Weddings « Showers ¢ Special Events
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By Abigail Allen
Editor

Nearly exponential growth with-
in the service areas of the Pilot Point
and Aubrey first responders has both
cities looking ahead to their next sta-
tions.

In Pilot Point, the next station will
be a joint venture between the police
and fire departments that tweaks the
design of the new fire station slightly,
including removing two bays that are
in the current station.

“The [administrative] offices turn
into police offices, plus a little extra,”
City Manager Britt Lusk said. “The
overall square footage of the building
will be about the same that it is now.”

Trucks and ambulances to equip
the new station have been ordered,
Lusk said.

“We’re moving along,” he added.

That work will be done again
through Kirkpatrick Architecture
Studio, which was the contractor for
the new fire station on Washington
Street.

“You probably will see that re-
ferred to as Station 3 occassionally,”
he said. “That’s because that will be-

Stations on horizon for Pilot Point, Aubrey
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Pilot Point has chosen to adapt the footprint used for the new fire station to create a combined police and fire station
within the Creekview Meadows development.

come Station 3. ... The station we have
now will become Station 2, and even-
tually, down the road, we’ll have a cen-
tral station, which will be Station 1.”
The growth in Aubrey has the

city’s new police and fire chiefs de-
signing a third station to share be-
tween the organizations.

“We have Fire Station 3 already
in the design phase, and that should

Graphic Courtesy of City of Pilot Point

start construction this year,” Aubrey
Fire Department Chief Eric Schlotter
said. “Our architect has told us he be-
lieves we’ll go out for bid this summer
and we hope to turn dirt in the fall.”

CHANDLER
CABINETS

The Chandler family has been designing and
manufacturing custom cabinetry for more than
40 years, and our growth and success is not
marked by an assembly line. Chandler Cabinets
sets the standard and continues to lead the
DFW Metroplex with the highest quality of
custom cabinetry. Family owned and operated
since 1976, we personally guarantee the
superiority of our cabinetry.

-
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1110 JC Lane, Pilot Point, TX 76258 ¢ (940) 686-5770 ¢ info@chandlercabinets.net
chandlercabinets.net




Plans form for stations

Aubrey plans to create a combined police and fire station on the land donated
by DR Horton within the Silverado development.

That station began development
with previous Aubrey Police De-
partment chief, now-City Manager,
Charles Kreidler.

“Station 3 was already underway
when I got here; it was already basi-
cally designed,” APD Chief Richard
Brooks said. “They were starting the
architectural process, so we’ve had
some forward-looking direction on

Graphic Courtesy of City of Aubrey

planning for our future already.”

In light of the growth pace of the
city’s service area, the chiefs are also
already looking ahead to the commu-
nity’s fourth station.

“We are working on a few elements
for where Fire Station 4 might go,”
Schlotter said.

Staff Writer Basil Gist contribut-
edtothisreport.

A family-
oriented,
hymnal-
using,
Bible-
-teaching
church
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INDEPENDENT

HOME EQUITY LOANS
GREAT RATES. FAST DECISIONS.

OUR HOME EQUITY & HOME IMPROVEMENT LOANS
ARE A GREAT WAY TO USE THE EQUITY YOU'VE
WORKED HARD TO BUILD. PUT YOUR EQUITY TO
WORK FOR:

@ HOME E DEBT
IMPROVEMENTS |9 CONSOLIDATION

TUITION ¥ MEMORABLE
@ PAYMENTS @ EVENTS

LEARN MORE AT IFINANCIAL.COM/HOMEEQUITY,
OR SPEAKWITH ONE OF OUR FRIENDLY BANKERS.

PILOT POINT
700 S. HWY. 377 | 940.686.5023

Independent Financial.
Banking for business. Banking for life.

Learn more at
BUSINESS | PERSONAL | MORTGAGE | WEALTH

(1) Normal credit standards apply. For additional details, visit IFinancial.com/
HomeEquity. Independent Financial is a trademark of Independent Bank,
Member FDIC. NMLS#411428. 1=T Equal Housing Lender.
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Pilot Point
continues to
grow in population

By Abigail Allen
Editor

Pilot Point’s population is project-
ed to grow to almost 60,000 in a de-
cade.

Meeting the needs that come with
such explosive growth while caring
for the current residents is the goal
of the city.

"[The infrastructure projects]
will make everything better for our
current customers, all the way to
anybody who moves in here and some
of the newer developments, even,”
City Manager Britt Lusk said. "We'll
just have a better product as far
as water and wastewater [are con-
cerned].”

Some of those projects include
a 1 million gallon elevated storage
tank, well and ground storage tank
on Burks Street; watermain im-
provements in the city; a new waste-
water treatment plant that can han-
dle 1.5 million gallons per day; a new
force main and gravity main that will
bring wastewater to the plant; and an
upgrade to the Berend Well.

The city has a project schedule
that shows the projected dates relat-
ed to those developments and their
estimated construction timelines.

Although some of the bigger proj-
ects have construction timelines that
run off the chart, the Burks Street
projects should wrap up the summer
of 2024, as should the watermain
projects and work to improve the
wastewater collection system.

Growing up

=
-

gt L

A framer works on the construction of one of the newest homes within the Mobberly Farms development in late June.
The development has rapidly been building out lots.

One of the biggest undertakings,
the new wastewater treatment plant,
isin the design stage right now.

"We'll close on the funding for
it in August,” Lusk said. "It's in de-

sign, and we'll go out to bid and then
construction will likely start, if we
stay on schedule, in January of '24."”
In addition to meeting immedi-
ate needs because of the aged and

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

undersized infrastructure in place
throughout the city, Pilot Point must
gear up before the growth it is prom-
ised to have fully materializes, Lusk
said.

P OWERETD B Y

11590 US 377S - Pilot Point
Sales: 940-222-6429 « Service: 940-374-6362
platinumfordnorth.com
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Pilot Point set to grow by 10 times in 10 years

For the most part, the de-
velopments set to come into
the city have stayed static for
a couple of years, but those
developments alone would
bring the city's population to
around 59,700.

A couple of other develop-
ments—Shelby Ranch, which
would be an addition to Mus-
tang Ranch, and Broken
Rock Ranch—would only in-
crease that population count
if they were to come into the
city as well.

"We've been talking to
[those], but we don't have
anything certain with them
yet,” he said. "We're still
working with Pecan Creek to
get them going and annexed.

.. We're really getting clos-
er.”

That development was
previously referred to as The
926 along Berend Road.

"We are anticipating a de-
velopment agreement soon,”
Lusk said.

Mustang Ranch, Tall-

A roofer attempts to beat the heat and race the sun on a late June evening in the Windrose de-

velopment north of Washington Street along U.S. 377.

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

provement

Tools | Hardware | Building Materials | Electrical ——
Pllrmbmg Supplies | BBQ/Grilling | Paint & Supplies | Fasteners
~Carhartt | Stihl'| Benjamin-Moore |Craftsman

ACE

he helpful place
316 S. Hwy 377 Pilot Point TX 76258 M-F 7 Sat +8-5 940 686 531:1

ey Ranch and Bryson Ranch
have been quiet so far. How-
ever, all three include hun-
dreds of homes as well as
commercial development
components near the Dallas
Parkway extension and FM
455.

With the current, active
developments, the city is re-
leasing lots for development
regularly as the developers
hit the required steps.

"In the next two years, we
could be 12,000 people with
the number of lots we're re-
leasing,” Lusk said.

Mobberly Farms along FM
1385 is a major driver of that
growth, with additional de-
velopments in town that in-
clude Windrose, Yarbrough
Farms and The Hills adding
more residents as well.

"If you just drive around
town, the in-fill lots are real-
ly falling off the shelf, too,”
Lusk said.
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ECONOMIC GROWTH Sz

COMMUNITY INVESTMENTS FROM

Pilot Point Municipal Development District

KEY INITIATIVES

Business visitation Workforce State & Local Confidential
& support development Grant Assistance support

State & Local Community stats Building & Site Advocacy
Resources & research inventory

Through tools such as the Property Enhancement Improvement Grant
Program (PEIP), the Pilot Point Municipal Development District invested

$115,000

in local businesses between October 2021 - September 2022

940.218.3411 (4
developpilotpoint.com @developpllotpomt St Seoat
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PPISD nears ﬁnlsh on 2021 bond pr()]ects
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Pilot Point ISD has set aside a portion of the 117-acre high school site at U.S. 377 and Foutch Road as the location of the district’s new transportation center, indi-

cated on the map in green.

By Abigail Allen
Editor

One more key component of
the 2021 bond issue approved
by Pilot Point ISD voters
needs to be finished, and that
project is underway.

The district approved an
overall bid from JC Commer-
cial Inc. of $3,025,777 for the
transportation center, which
will be built on the 117-acre
property the district pur-
chased at U.S. 377 and Foutch
Road for a high school site.

"It is planned right now to
be done about mid-March," Su-
perintendent Todd Southard
said.

Multiple rainy weeks at the
start of the summer, however,
delayed the start of the project
abit.

In the bond proposition it-
self, the district asked vot-
ers to provide $5.5 million in
funding for the project. How-
ever, value engineering helped
bring down the overall cost.

"There were a few things
that we cut back on,” Southard
said. "We cut back on the road,
which was a huge savings. We
didn't put it back on the back
northeast corner of the prop-
erty. ... That right there was
$800.,000 to $1 million.”

The wiring in the entrance of the Pilot Point Middle School
building sits exposed after the removal of the school’s ceiling

tiles.

Having it in the furthest
corner of the property "was
just cost-prohibitive,” South-
ard said.

"We decided to go out as
a district to get our own fuel-
ing station,” he added. "That
saved us some money."

Another small difference
was to have concrete floors in-
stead of tile as a way to save
another small amount of mon-
ey.

"That wasn't a ton of mon-
ev, though,” Southard said.

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

In addition to getting the
transportation center in prog-
ress this summer, the district
has been working on its second
half of renovation projects at
three of the four campuses.

At the high school, that
work included the air condi-
tioning units as well as ceiling
and lighting work. The middle
school has those same types of
projects as well as roof repair
and drainage work happening
over the summer. At the Early
Childhood Center, the roof, air

Graphic Courtesy of Pilot Point ISD

The hallways throughout the school sit ready for bond-funded
renovation work in early June.

conditioning and drainage are
alsobeing worked on.

“We should be done with
everything, as far as the
buildings go, by the end of the
summer,” Southard said.

The start of the school year
was pushed later to help en-
sure the construction projects
are completed before students
return to the classrooms.

“I think we’ll have some-
where between three and
three-and-one-half million
dollarsleft,” Southard said.

That might be able to fund
more AC projects or other
needs that had been identified

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

by the bond committee that
determined what the priori-
ties of the district should be
with the bond money.

The district has also pur-
chased multiple large tracts
for future school sites using
the 2021 bond election pro-
ceeds.

“Our goal has always been
to get bigger sites first, be-
cause we feel like in the end
that’s going to save us more
money,” Southard said. “..
We are good for the next sev-
eral years as far as land is con-
cerned.”
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Preparing for the

McCutchin Property: 117 Acres

Future High School Site - Hwy 377 & Foutch Rd.

Berend Property: 40 Acres

Future Middle School Site - Located on Berend Rd.

$2,400,71491 $5,054,742.68
: ; v Pl Sl _“_
R FUTURE CAMPUS SITE. o
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#WeArePilotPoint 2021 Bond

FUTURE CAMPUS SITE
PILOT POINT ISD

P Growing Forward Together
2021 Bond

Ly

#WeArePilotPoint

Skiles Property: 130 Acres
High School Site #2 / Middle School Site #3
Located on Pelzel Rd.
$6,536,186.70

FUTURE GAMPUS SITE
PILOT POINT ISD
il Growing Tormard Together

2021 Bond

#WeArePilotPoint
7 1

Pilot Point ISD is growing.

Over the next 10 years, the Pilot Point ISD stu-
dent body will more than double, adding nearly
2,000 new students to our classrooms. That is
why PPISD, in partnership with 59 community
members, developed the 2021 Pilot Point ISD
School Bond. The proposal, which was approved

Our Students...

by voters in November, provided for the long-
term needs of the district’s students by improv-
ing facilities, classrooms and learning environ-
ments. The proposal also increased safety and
security measures district-wide to better protect
students, teachers, and support staff.

Bond improvements to our campuses include:

Early Childhood Center
Fire sprinkler system installation
HVAC system replacement
Roof replacement
Additional covered area for student
drop-off and pick-up
Renovate toilet rooms
Replace doors and hardware
Improve building systems and site drainage

Pilot F

Dedicated:
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future ... foday!
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Middle School High School Additional

Secured entry vestibule installation Secured entry vestibule installation Transportation Facility: Bond 2021 included the
Roof replacement Renovate toilet rooms construction of a new facility that will allow ad-
Upgrade HVAC system Roof replacement ditional space for buses to enter and exit, refuel,
Replace doors & hardware Upgrade HVAC system and maintenance.

Renovate locker rooms Improve building systems and site drainage Land Acquisition: Purchasing land for multi-
Renovate toilet rooms Renovate plumbing in Field House area ple future school sites to accommodate district
Improve building systems and site drainage Replace doors in Field House area growth.

oint IS ...Our Future!

o Excellence
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ubrey grows at fast clip

By Basil Gist
Staff Writer

Population is on the rise in the
Ranch Cities, and Aubrey is no excep-
tion.

City Manager Charles Kreidler
spoke to the growth both in and out of
the city limits, with developments in
both spheres.

“We’ve seen a little bit of a slow-
down on growth [in the city] over the
last year, which is picking up again,
but we are still adding homes every
month in the extraterritorial jurisdic-
tion,” Kreidler said. “It’s been our ETJ
that’s really big.”

The Silverado subdivision con-
tinues to be source to a lot of that
growth, with 860 homes over the
last year and is joined by Sandbrock
Ranch.

Developments inside the city lim-
its are more numerous, if less large-
scale. They include Ribbon Wood, Bel-
mont Saratoga, Keenland, High Point
and Aubrey Meadows.

“We have others that are still in
talks; we can’t go into detail on them
right now,” Kreidler said. “We have
people every day that are looking,
calling, asking us questions about
property.”

Presently, Kreidler said, there are
still several large-scale investor-type
landowners who have not yet begun
the development process but are ex-
pected to.

Rooftops are not the only measure
of growth for a city. The city manag-
er also spoke to commercial growth
which, for Aubrey, seems largely to be
preceded by population.

“We have had a few new business-
es that have opened up, like the new
strip center in front of Aubrey Creek
Estates,” Kreidler said. “We get a lot
of questions about the 377 expansion
and the Outer Loop, and what you’re

DAV

going to see is when those two get
some more solid dates, ... that would
cause some of the speedier growth on
the commercial side.”

He also spoke to the commercial as-
pects of the High Point subdivision
across from the high school, which is
still in its early stages.

“There is approximately 50 acres
over there; two sections of that land
have been sold and closed on, and I
believe we may see some commercial
growth over there soon,” Kreidler
said. “That was always part of that
subdivision, to have that commercial
component on the corner of 377 and
Spring Hill.”

The city manager said there is fur-
ther opportunity for development
along the U.S. 377 commercial corri-
dor for additional development.

D
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“There is commercial going north
outside of what we think of as Au-
brey proper as you get past Black-
jack,” Kreidler said. “As High Point
and Keenland come in, you’re talking
1,700 homes between the two. That’s
going to give opportunity for north-
ern exposure for commercial develop-
ment.”

Kreidler concluded the conversa-
tion on development with some esti-
mated population numbers.

“In 2020, we were at 5,600 in the
Aubrey city limits; right now, it’s es-
timated at 8,500,” Kreidler said. “It’s
growing quickly; I couldn’t even start
to give you an estimate. When you
go from 5,600 to 8,500, that’s a good
clip.”

Fire Chief Eric Schlotter and Po-
lice Chief Richard Brooks, both hired

! got signs?
940-686-2054 ¢

Crews work to
clear the space
that is set to be-
come the High
Point develop-
ment at Spring
Hill Road and
U.S. 377.
Basil Gist/
The Post-Signal

this year, spoke to the states of their
departments in reference to this rapid
influx of citizenry.

“It’s a constant evaluation of avail-
able resources and the need that
comes with it,” Schlotter said. “Be-
cause we have static stations, it’s more
about where the stations are at and
how well the roads are built, because
that speeds up our response time.”

The chief spoke favorably about
the department’s ability to service the
current population and was optimistic
about its rate of growth as it relates to
the growth in population.

“We’re in a great position,” Schlot-
ter said. “The city council blessed us
with some additional personnel this
year.”

The department added two more
battalion chiefs, an EMS captain, an
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Aubrey works on services to support growth

administrative coordinator and a full-
time chief and assistant chief.

“We’re sitting very well to expand
in the future,” Schlotter said.

The question of equipment, with
the current state of supply chains,
garnered a more complicated though
no less optimistic answer.

“They take forever to get now
thanks to COVID and a lot of oth-
er factors,” Schlotter said. “Lad-
der trucks are taking roughly 30 to
35 months; fire trucks, engines and
plumbers are 14 to 18 months; and am-
bulances are right at a year.”

This requires substantial forward
planning, the fire chief said, and cre-
ative thinking in the instance of un-
foreseen issues.

“We’ve added an ancillary vehicle;
these vehicles are being built much
quicker,” Schlotter said. “They don’t
have all the abilities of either a pump-
er or ladder truck, but they bridge the
gap and build out in about six to nine
months and can be used as a stopgap.”

The Aubrey Police Department
chief spoke to the unique environment
Aubrey presents for a police force.

“The size of the ETJ and disjoint-

edness of the city limits ... is a com-
plicated thing I'm getting my head
around,” Brooks said.

Brooks said he’s done his own esti-
mations for departmental need over
the next five years which are most
subject to change based on demand as
time passes.

“If we start having a lot of motor
vehicle accidents, we might have to
look at bringing on personnel to ad-
dress that in a different way than
we’re looking at now,” Brooks said as
an example. “The demand out in the
field could change. All of that is driv-
en by the need.”

As need rises and personnel grows
to accommodate it, officers will need
vehicles, an issue as prevalent to the
police force as it is to fire.

“Currently in this year’s budget,
we’ve had to move money in to fund
two years’ worth of cars, which is un-
heard of,” Brooks said. “We’ve been
able, I believe, to think outside the
box, and the city administration has
been very supportive of those chang-
es.”

Brooks shared statistics on the
types of issues APD responds to based

on percentages.

“I’'m proud to announce that we
have a very low crime rate,” Brooks
said. “About 6% of what we did was
crime, and 75% was service. That’s ex-
tremely encouraging for a police de-
partment to be getting to serve the
citizensin that role.”

With reference to the rapidly in-
creasing residency in the city, Brooks
spoke to maintaining the low crime
rate.

“The biggest thing is partnership
with the citizens,” Brooks said. “We
hope to pass that on to new citizens.
We’ve got beautiful squad cars, and
that’s for a reason. We want people to
know that we’re there in their neigh-
borhoods.”

Kreidler spoke highly not just of
the city’s two new chiefs, but also of
the several new departmental heads
the city has brought on in the last year
or two and the work they’ve done for
the city in this time of growth.

“We have a director of public works
and development services with Le-
anne Wilson who is doing a phenom-
enal job maintaining communica-
tion with our strategic partners about

our growth,” Kreidler said. “We have
a fantastic finance director and HR
manager. I mean we have a great staff
here.”

The staff, Kreidler shared, is
growing in tandem with the city.

“In 2020, the city had 67 employ-
ees. In 2021, we had 77. In 2022, we
had 88. And this year, we have 101,”
Kreidler said. “Next year, with the ad-
dition of the fire station, we’re adding
31 people, so we’ll be at 132 for 2024.”

As the scale continues to blossom,
Kreidler said the city will require
more concrete direction than what it
currently has, direction which it looks
to find with a comprehensive plan.

“It’s going to take us a year to 18
months to get the plan in place, but
once we have that, a lot of questions
will be answered,” Kreidler said. “I
think it will ease a lot of concerns.

“We’re going to seek input from
the community, and ... we’ll have mul-
tiple meetings with the communi-
ty and boards and commissions. And
they’ll determine what is best for the
city and how we move forward.”
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Aubrey, Denton ISDs prep for growth

By Basil Gist
Staff Writer

With substantial bonds
fresh out of the polls, Aubrey
and Denton ISDs are in the
early stages of adding several
facilities and renovating oth-
ers.

Several members of the
Ranch Cities fall under the
two school’s purview, with
DISD housing students from
Cross Roads, Aubrey and
Providence Village and AISD
similarly counting Cross
Roads, Krugerville, Provi-
dence Village and Aubrey res-
idents among their number.

“We’re looking at a lot of
enrollment projections right
now,” AISD Superinten-
dent Dr. David Belding said.
“We’re working on a project-
ed enrollment of between
3,950 to over 4,000 students
during the year.”

That is an additional 13-
14% growth, which is coming
off a year of 18% growth.

“The board has approved
staffing at that enrollment
level, so we’re really trying
to stay ahead of that trajecto-
ry,” Belding said. “We’re re-
ally looking at our facilities,
trying to build them as quick-
ly as we can. We think we’ve
avoided portable buildings
for this coming school year.”

The district broke ground
on Elementary School No. 4,
one of three projects encom-
passed in the first stage of the
May bond, in June.

“We’re trying to deliv-
er that building in August
of ’24,” Belding said. “It will
have a capacity of 750 stu-
dents with pre-K through
fifth grade there. It is a proto-
type design, so the next three
elementaries will follow it
with some tweaks for each.”

For AISD, the growth,
though it has necessitat-
ed building a new elemen-
tary and middle school with
haste, isn’t just at the young-
er grades. The high school,
which housed over 900 stu-
dents at the end of the year,
is expected to broach 1,000 in
the coming school year.

“That is about the capac-

b

A conceptual plan of the expansion project at Aubrey High School shows the footprint of the updated school, which will be able
to hold a capacity of around double its current capacity.

Graphic Courtesy of Aubrey ISD
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Denton ISD has an advanced technology center planned as part of its 2023 bond projects, which will look similar to the LaGrone
Academy.

ity of the current building,”
Belding said. “If we stay on
schedule, the plan is to break
ground on the high school ad-
ditions this winter.”

Those additions will dou-

ble the school’s capacity, Beld-
ing said.

“When we started the de-
sign with the architects, I
said, ‘I really want the addi-
tions to flow with the existing

architecture,”” Belding said.
The additions include
a two-story academic sec-
tion, a library section where
the breezeway is now, three
art classrooms stretching

Graphic Courtesy of Denton ISD

between the gym and the C
wing of the school, as well as a
dance and wrestling area for
future programs.

“We wanted to design not
only from what we have right



Bonds provide space
for growing districts

now but for when we have 2,100 stu-
dents,” Belding said. “We’re trying
to have a nice tight footprint that will
accommodate that many kids.”

To assist with visualization, Beld-
ing said, there will be animated mod-
els available on the AISD website in
coming months.

“Our community wants our chil-
dren to be in first class facilities—
not Taj Mahals, but nice facilities for
learning that everyone can be proud
of,” Belding said. “It’s been a big focus
for us to deliver a good balance, really
nice, but not overboard.”

DISD, with a May 6 bond of $1.4
billion, the largest in Denton ISD his-
tory, included a campus, high school
and advanced technology building in
Cross Roads.

“We purchase property based on
growth and the need to serve students
in a more direct fashion,” DISD Chief
Communications Officer Julie Zwahr
said. “Several of our schools along the
U.S. 380 corridor are overcrowded.”

The bond committee, consisting of
85 community members and 15 DISD
students, met for six months prior to
the May vote. The inclusion of stu-
dents in the conversation was a first
for the district.

“It was important to us to have the
perspective of the students as part of
the process,” Zwahr said. “They were
not the majority, but we wanted their
voices at the table.”

As the Cross Roads campus is one
project among several, Zwahr said
movement as far as breaking ground
would not be seen presently.

“We can’t build 1.5 billion dollars’
worth of projects in a year,” Zwahr

said. “They will be built over a five-
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year period. What is happening is
that we have a group of parents and
community leaders from the Cross
Roads area where the property is who
started ... meeting [in June] to con-
ceptualize what that high school will
look like and what amenities will be
included.”

This community involvement
stems from a desire to give the town
of Cross Roads something they will
feel ownership of, Zwahr said.

“High schools become such an iden-
tifying building for the community,
which is why we’re meeting with the
people of the town where this school
will be,” Zwahr said. “We really want
to work with the community to make
sure that what we’re putting out there
isreflective of their wants and needs.”

The bond includes not only the high
school campus but also an advanced
technology center.

“This will be a place for high school
students and community members to
receive certifications in all types of
focuses,” Zwahr said, likening the fa-
cility to the LaGrone Academy.

Further information on the DISD
bond and the status of its projects is
available at dentonisd.org/2023bond,
with project status available at den-
tonisd.org/construction in coming
months.

Information on the Aubrey ISD
bond is available at aubreyisd-
bond2022.net.

“We’re building schools that are
going to last generations where that
building is going to stand the test of
time,” Belding said. “In 50 years, [our
schools are] still going to be abuilding
that kids are proud tobe learning in.”
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Fill

ing out the space

The Woodlands Phase 5 adds 80 homes to the city of Krugerville.

Krugerville grows
residential, commercial

options within borders

By Basil Gist
Staff Writer

Krugerville has gotten a little bigger
thanks to the Woodlands, now on Phase
5of an original three.

Eighty new homes will make up this
fifth phase of the project, with homes
featuring between 2,693 and 4,046
square feet of living space.

“There are other things in the works,
but they are just in the beginning,” Kru-
gerville Mayor Jeff Parrent said.

With all the dirt continuing to move
and new homes being filled, the city has
seen more involvement from volunteers

in the way of city charter participation.

“We haven’t had [a Planning and
Zoning board] in probably five years,
and now it’s full,” Parrent said. “Eco-
nomic Development Corporation and
Community Development Corporation
are full. We’ve had a couple of changes
recently but everyone is full.”

The CDC, which resides over parks,
will soon get a new one added to their
purview by way of Woodlands Phase 5.

“A lot of times you either get land or
money in lieu of that, but we got both,”
Parrent said. “Kristen Kromer, our
mayor pro tem, is the one who was lead-
ing that; that money has been set aside
to equip that park with playground
equipment.

“Phase 5 will also give the EDC some-
thing new to sink its teeth into with a
new commercial section built into the

phase. Right now, they really don’t have
anything to market, but when this gets
out there, they’ll have some retail loca-
tions,” Parrent said. “Even if they don’t
reach out, interview and find the best
deal or hire a marketing firm, that’s
something they can take on.”

Krugerville additionally, thanks to
sales tax mistakes and a pair of long-
term audits from the state, recent-
ly received a substantial windfall of
$935,981.70, which the mayor and coun-
cil have until now opted to place in an in-
terest-bearing account to confirm its le-
gitimacy.

“We’ve gone back and forth with
them for the last several months, ques-
tioning, wondering if it’s accurate,”
Parrent said. “Every time we do that,
they tell us, “Yes, thisis the city’s money
and you can spend it as you please.””

Basil Gist/The Post-Signal

The caution, Parrent said, stems
from the impact this money could have
on the city’s budget if it retroactively
shifts from expenses to debt.

“Our budget won’t allow for it,” Par-
rent said. “We chose to sit on it and draw
interest until we know for sure.”

The mayor continued saying that the
city is also not in a hurry or immediate
need for the excess funds.

“We weren’t expecting it; we don’t
have anything urgent we have to use it
for,” Parrent said. “Wisdom says to just
sit on it. We don’t have a necessity today.
We’ve already received more income
than we planned.”

Regarding changes to the landscape
of the town in the coming year, Par-
rent said they would likely be minimal,
though he said the central park, along
U.S. 377, may be sporting some addi-
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Krugerville growth continues near Woodlands

tions.

“I don’t think we’ll look very differ-
ent as you're driving through,” Parrent
said. “We have one of the nicest parksin
the area, 27 acres and 10 to 12 acres of
water.”

Phase 5, with its additional homes,
commercial section and new park space,
being in its earlier stages, is where much
of the city’s major growth will happen
but not in the next year, Parrent said.

He additionally spoke about an ex-
pansion to the commercial buildings on
the south end of town.

“There is an 11,200 square foot spec
building as well as 10 5,500 square foot
[buildings] that are north of Hooves and
Paws,” Parrent said. “It used to be an
old barn, but they’ve taken it down and
cleaned it up. It’s all under engineer re-
view and should be kicked off within 60
days.”

He explained those buildings could
be used for any number of service and
retail-based tenants, like plumbing,
electrical, HVAC and flooring.

An additional 15 lots for spec or build
to use are also available on the north
side of town.

“When you marry those two spots,

R eid Heating /

& Air Conditioning

then include 80 homes that are any-
where from $825,000 on the high end
and $550,000 on the low end, ... in 12
months, there’s no way it will all be do-
ne, but in the next four years, Kruger-
ville is going to look totally different,”
Parrent said.

ENNOXD

The U.S. 377
frontage that
leads into The
Woodlands
Phase 5 is being
primed for com-
mercial devel-
opment, which
the city of Kru-
gerville hopes
will fill with
sales tax-gener-
ating business-
es.

Basil Gist/

The Post-Signal

Sandwiched between Aubrey and
Cross Roads as it is, the mayor ex-
plained any further growth for the city
beyond current projects will have to
happen

“I think that’s a question for anoth-
er mayor,” Parrent said. “If you go to

the back of Phase 4 and look east, there
is nothing but land; that’s in our ETJ.
There is a man who owns that land, how-
ever, and he’d have tobe willing to sell.”
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Providence Village on track for 17K

The Woodstone development within Providence Village adds new homes regularly.

By Abigail Allen
Editor

Providence Village's continuous,
steady growth is set to maintain
pace, bringing the city to roughly
17,000 people within 10 years.

Town Manager Brian Roberson
values keeping the school districts
that serve Providence Village—Au-
brey ISD and Denton ISD—informed
of the fluctuations in population.

"I have a spreadsheet that we
keep track of, and I send it to the
school districts,” Roberson said. “...
And it kind of gives them an idea of
what stage of development they're
under.”

When the town accepts a develop-
ment's water, sewer and street infra-
structure and ensures the utilities

have all been accounted for, "they
can start building lots.”
"Once it hits accepted, they

know, 'OK, in 90 days, we're going
to have students coming from those
homes, ™ Roberson said.

One of the developments in pro-

cess right now—Foree Ranch—is
projected to construct 1,429 homes.

The second phase is outpacing
the first phase because a water and
wastewater hang-up caused the de-
lay, Roberson said.

The Foree Ranch development is
not within the town's CCN, but it is
inside the Mustang Special Utility
District.

Two developments—The Land-
ing and Liberty at Providence—are
nearing all of the lots being avail-
able to sell or sold.

When another, The Enclave at
Pecan Creek, got its acceptance,
it dropped more than 100 permits
on the town within its first week to
build.

All of the lots in its first phase
have permits out, with 111 of 139 of
the second phase out as well.

Its neighboring development,
Woodstone, is moving at a slower
pace than the Enclave, but it is still
progressing quickly and with a dif-
ferent look than the tvpical Cape

Cod style seen in most other Provi-
dence Village developments.

Residential growth isn’t the on-
ly type of activity happening within
Providence Village.

The Chatham Reserve, is a long-
awaited project, previously called
the Lakes at Running Branch. Like
the Foree Ranch Phase 1 develop-
ment, the Lakes hit a snag on utility
work that delayed the development
for years.

Now, the development, which will
further diversify the types of homes
available in Providence Village, is in
the process of obtaining a final plat.

“They’re going to have quite a bit
of commercial on the front of that,”
Roberson said.

The Brazos transmission over-
head powerline will be the dividing
line between commercial and resi-
dential development there.

“It’s a slightly higher density
than they were originally position-
ing for the back of that thing, but
there still are some veryv large lots

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

back there, and it opens up more
commercial,” Roberson said.

Providence Commons will have a
blend of residential and commercial
development at the corner of Main
Street and Fishtrap Road, including
110 townhomes.

“They’re getting ready to start,”
Roberson said of that development.
“They’re going to have to do a bunch
of dirt work.”

There will also be a large com-
mercial development at the corner
of U.S. 380 and Main Street called
Providence Crossing.

“They have a convenience store on
the hard corner, and they’re going to
have electric vehicle charging sta-
tions,” Roberson said. “It’s not your
traditional convenience store. It will
have a couple different shops off of
it down 380, and then more shops—
five to seven, maybe—down 2931.”

One of the tracts included is
owned by Turbo Restaurants.

“If you’ll Google that, you’ll see
that thev have the meats,” Roberson
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Providence looks for balance in growth

said.

There will also be office
condos available in that de-
velopment.

In addition, there have
been multiple businesses to
come in along U.S. 380 on
the lots near Aldi, such as
HTeaO.

“Healthy Crown Dental,
Hotworx, Great Clips, Little
Caesars and Pastelito’s Hu- | : _ Rz _ b SERRE RN SEEE
go have all submitted [their |[£ECES0H e GEESANIRNT, i ,-:v u' TEr AL Y Z' "'{'@‘? e e
permits],” Roberson said. [Seaceses . Y g = ' \9 ~
“.. There’s a couple others [Eatkara=. B A e = = a ' K
that are looking in there.”

One of them is something
distinctive in the area.

“It’s a unique thing that
there are very few of in the
Metroplex, as far as I know,
and I think that would be
kind of cool to have some-
thing new and different in
the 380-377 corridor area
that, from what I’ve been
told, is worth the drive, but
we shall see,” Roberson said.
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Town’s businesses push through construction

By Joe Fragano
Staff Writer

After more new vendors, highway
construction and traffic than ever be-
fore visited the U.S. 380 corridor over
the last year, businesses in the area are
adapting to new problems and capital-
izing on new opportunities at the same
time.

The last year has been a busy one
for commerce along U.S. 380 in Cross
Roads. After franchises like Raising
Cane’s Chicken Fingers, Dunkin’ Do-
nuts, and Salad and Go appeared over
a year ago, development of the Cross
Roads commercial hotspot has not
slowed down.

A Dutch Bros Coffee shop opened
June 30, and Cross Roads Town Ad-
ministrator Kristi Gilbert announced
The Brass Tap, a high-capacity craft
beer bar, is in the process of construct-
ing their newest location in town at the
June Town Council meeting.

“[1] went by [an existing] Brass Tap,
and we had a great time,” Cross Roads
Mayor T. Lynn Tompkins Jr. said at
the town’s June 19 council meeting.
“There’s great food, a wide selection of
beverages, and we're looking forward to
them coming here.”

The growth to businesses in Cross
Roads has not been limited to new and
different businesses. Chick-fil-A in-
stalled an extended awning along their
drive-thru lane to accommodate work-
ers during summer heat and inclement
weather.

The new businesses are both a re-
sult and a driver of new traffic in the
area. The byproduct is more cars driv-
ing throueh the area than the Texas

=

. Part of the
U.S. 380 ex-
pansion
project has
opened in
Cross Roads,

with the east-
bound traffic
shifted to the
new section
of roadway
at the inter-
section of the
highway and
FM 720.

Photos by
Joe Fragano/
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Department of Transportation deemed
U.S. 380 capable of handling in its cur-
rent state.

The long-term construction project
underway on the highway is both dis-
rupting and alleviating traffic issues in
Cross Roads. Some of the businesses in
the area have found themselves taking
steps to deal with an increased custom-
er base but decreased mobility.

Vanessa Santiago characterized
herself as one of the staffing solutions
enlisted by Pooky’s Famous Yogurt in
Cross Roads as the business braces for
an increase in customer base over the
next few years. After starting as man-
ager of the store in March, Santiago
said it has been a positive experience so
far.

“I love working here,” Santiago said.
“I absolutely love it. There’s not very
many emplovees, so were very close.

We all live here locally. ... We're very
proud of the store for being a small busi-
ness.”

Even as the number of prospective
customers in the area increases, San-
tiago said, Pooky’s is finding itself less
busy during the summer than previous-
ly anticipated. Pooky’s used to be acces-
sible from both sides of U.S. 380. After
the construction project began, the shop
became accessible only from one side of
the highway.

“It’s been a little slower in the sum-
mer than we thought it would be,” San-
tiago said. “Not too bad, but we can tell
it’s a little slower than we'd like it to be.
We're already kind of offset from the
highway, and it can be hard to see us.
... At least you used to be able to turn in
from 380. ... Hopefully, it will be a posi-
tive thing. I'm hoping more people will
be able to see us. I really do hope that it

The highway
expansion
project under-
way in Cross
Roads in 2022
led to the con-
struction of
a new traffic
pattern.

makes it easier to access the store.”

Even though patronship is being
negatively affected by the construc-
tion in the short term, Santiago said,
Pooky’s is taking steps to appeal to
more and more customers as the popu-
lation and daily traffic through Cross
Roads increases.

Santiago is part of a recently ex-
panded staff, a staff she said has been
charged with reaching more customers
with new and different temptations.

“Since I've been here, we've been
bringing in new products; I've been try-
ing to rotate the flavors constantly. We
have all these deals and promotions
we've been regularly promoting on our
Facebook page,” Santiago said. “We had
an arcade event here. We've just been
trying to do stufflike that hoping that it
can offer more options for people.”
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Tioga ISD re-locates grades for repairs

|

Commercial Plumbing Contractor Office: (940) 580-2200
Pilot Point Texas WWW.NEUPLUMBING.COM

940-686-0504

Security Gate Operators
Overhead Doors & Openers
Commercial » Residential
601 N. Washington - Pilot Point

In April, Superintendent
Josh Ballinger and the
Tioga ISD board of trust-
ees discussed temporari-
ly moving the seventh and
eighth grade students to
the high school campus to
allow for repair work to be
done on the elementary and
middle school building.
Abigail Allen/
The Post-Signal

Arrangements, Crematlon, :
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We're here for you!
Then, now... and |n the future.

YOUR NEIGHBORS LOVE US
YOU WILLTOO

The first to offer FREE CHECKING in our market place and
still offering FREE CHECKING - for personal and business!
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940-686-7000 - pomtbank.com «972-434-3200
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