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By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
 Dan R. Gist has resigned as superinten-
dent of Pilot Point ISD.
 In a unanimous vote 
Wednesday evening, the 
school board accepted his 
resignation and named 
Assistant Superintendent 
Harold Colson as the in-
terim superintendent.
 “There are none op-
posed, so the motion car-
ries 7-0,” board President 
Renee Polk said following the vote to accept 
his resignation. 

By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
 Community above isola-
tion.
 That has been a focus at 
Midway Church for more 
than a year, but it hits a 
new chord now, while the 
world faces the coronavirus 
pandemic, forcing churches 
to preach to their congrega-
tions remotely.
 “The church is not a fa-
cility that we assemble in, 
but it is a body, that even 
disconnected, we’re just 
having to be creative about 
how we stay connected,” 
Lead Pastor John Theisen 
said. 
 While some churches 
are choosing to broadcast 
live sermons, John said, 
prerecording the church’s 
message seems to work bet-
ter for Midway.
 “So far this has been 
OK,” John said. “I’ve had 
friends at other churches 

that tried to do a live thing 
and actually had buffer-
ing issues, which was a sur-
prise.”
 Because most of the 
groups that regularly meet 
exceed the 10-person limit 
that was in place before the 
stay-at-home order went 
into effect, Midway’s pas-
toral staff was coming up 
with creative ways to con-
nect the members from 
afar.
 “Through Zoom and 
Facetime, they’ve gotten 
real creative, and we’ve 
heard from most of the 
groups that they’ve had 
good experiences over the 
last few weeks,” John said. 
 Religious freedom is a 
cornerstone right in the 
United States. It’s covered 
by the first amendment: 
“Congress shall make no 
law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion, or pro-
hibiting the free exercise 
thereof.”
 Meeting as a congre-
gation is also covered by 
another segment of that 
amendment, which grants 

www.postsignal.com Friday, April 3, 2020  $100Est. 1878  Volume 142, Number 32

POST-SIGNAL.
Pilot Point • Aubrey • Providence Village • Cross Roads • Krugerville • Tioga

THE GARDENERS CAN HELP ATTRACT, FEED MIGRATING MONARCHS / PAGE 4A

Putting the community 
in Community Journalism.

It’s about you.
It’s what we do. 

Community faces coronavirus 

Members of the Midway Church pastoral staff Scott Harrison, left, and Chris Todd recorded Lead Pastor 
John Theisen and his wife, Kim, the women’s ministry director, on March 24 as they gave their first sermon 
since returning from Africa.                   Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal
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from afar
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Work continues at essential businesses
By Rowan Lehr
Staff Writer
 Chandler Cabinets is operat-
ing at full capacity as an essen-
tial business in Pilot Point.
 With all nonessential busi-
nesses remaining closed be-
cause of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Chandler Cabinets re-
mains open because it falls un-
der the essential and infrastruc-
ture business category because 
it does residential construction, 
Coby Chandler said. The com-
pany has been practicing social 
distancing as much as possible.
 “As far as what we’re doing in 
the facility, we’re staggering our 
break times, that way not every-
body’s in the breakroom at the 
same time,” he said. “We stag-
gered that to reduce the amount 
of people, keep that distancing 
rule in effect, same thing in the 
time clock area because that can 
get a bottleneck.”
 Employees are spread out 
within their departments in the 
new facility, he said. 

 “Really, we’re just trying to 
control that the best we can in-
side the facility,” he said. “As 
far as the service guys, the guys 
that are out on the road do-
ing the installs and servicing, 
we’re mainly focusing on new 
construction right now where 
there’s not a lived-in home and 
we’re taking a lot of the guys 
that live in their homes, the re-
models, and pushing those back 
a few weeks.”
 There haven’t been any lay-
offs, he said, and employees 
have been told that if they feel 
sick or at-risk, the company is 
open to them taking a 14-day 
quarantine. 
 “We’ve had, I believe, two 
people take that on that their 
family thought it was best they 
stay at home,” he said. “No lay-
off and just a little bit of hours, 
we’ve reduced some of our over-
time a little bit.”
 There have been several 

Continued on Page 2A

Aubrey man dies 
after contracting 

COVID-19
By Rowan Lehr
Staff Writer
 Denton County Public Health 
is in the process of better mapping 
out the geographical locations 
of COVID-19 in unincorporated 
Denton County.
 The COVID-19 virus has 
claimed the life of a man in his 
60s in Aubrey Saturday, a woman 
in her 60s in northeast unincor-
porated Denton County on Mon-
day and a man in his 60s from 
The Colony on Tuesday, according 
to Denton County Public Health.
 This brings the total numbers 
in Denton County to 231 labora-
tory-confirmed cases, with 55 re-
coveries and four deaths as of 
Wednesday, according to DCPH.
 “We are working desperately 
to get our GIS which is our map-
ping department, is going to be 
mapping all our cases,” DCPH 
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Chandler Cabinets employee Julio Francisco Ramos practiced 
social distancing at work assembling cabinets on Wednesday 
afternoon.

Rowan Lehr/The Post-Signal

US extends 2020 census deadline Gist resigns 
from PPISDBy Abigail Allen

Managing Editor
 There’s something you can do while 
you’re stuck at home because of COVID-19 
that could have a lasting, beneficial effect 
on the area in which you live: Complete 
the 2020 U.S. Census. 
 Having accurate census data helps 
with federal budget apportionment, rep-
resentation on the national, state and lo-
cal levels of government, and planning for 
how to handle growth areas on the munic-
ipal level, local officials said. 
 “If the general public takes a blasé at-
titude toward being in the count, … a 1% 
difference in getting an accurate count, 
down or up, could have a major impact on 
federal dollars that would be flowing back 
to a region like the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area,” Pilot Point Interim City Manager 
Terry Roberts said.

 That impact could be felt in transporta-
tion funding, such as for U.S. 377 and U.S. 
380, and public school funding. 
 The city of Aubrey and its City Admin-
istrator Mark Kaiser have been preaching 
the need to have people fill out the census 
for months, and city officials decided to 
delay a vote that would switch the city to 
home rule, which requires a population of 
5,000, because they wanted to be sure the 
population numbers were there to support 
the change. 
 “We can calculate and we know that 
we’re very close to 5,000 now, just because 
of the number of residences and the num-
ber of apartment units that are occupied, 
but at the same time we don’t want to run 
a risk of the census coming out and being 
different than our number and creating 
doubt for the citizens and anyone else as 
we have an election,” Kaiser said.

 He added that he is optimistic about 
the way the census is being conducted.
 For the first time this year, the U.S. 
Census Bureau made the jump to allow-
ing people to fill out their surveys online. 
 “Everyone living in the United States 
and its five territories is required by law 
to be counted in the 2020 Census,” accord-
ing to 2020census.gov.
 Before the COVID-19 pandemic hit, 
the plan was for the self-response phase of 
the census to stretch from March 12-July 
31. However, that has been extended to 
Aug. 14, according to the bureau’s website.
 The bureau has pushed back the time-
frame for mobile questionnaire assis-
tance, early nonresponse followup, as well 
as nonresponse followup and NRFU rein-
terview.

Continued on Page 3A Continued on Page 3A
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“the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble,” ac-
cording to the text of the 
Bill of Rights. 
 “We should show defer-
ence, grace and patience, 
even when people interpret 
what they’re looking at dif-
ferently and come to differ-
ent conclusions,” John said. 
“Even within our congrega-
tion, we actually had peo-
ple that were a little upset 
and managing that tension, 
we want to do all we can 
as leaders, knowing that 
you’re never going to keep 
everybody happy.
 “That separation has 
nothing to do with control 
here; it has to do with coop-
eration.”
 During the filming on 
March 24, John and Kim, 
his wife who is also the of-
fice manager and the wom-
en’s ministry director, were 
in a two week isolation fol-
lowing their return from 
the African nation of Tan-
zania. 
 “If we think it’s difficult 
managing coronavirus as a 
pandemic here, in a third-
world environment in a city 
of 5 million people, every-
thing’s public transporta-
tion—social distancing is a 
challenge here,” John said. 
“There, it was just getting 
started before we left.”
 John had asked Worship 
and Creative Arts Pastor 
Scott Harrison and Young 
Adults Pastor Chris Todd, 
who were serving as the 
film crew, to bring a train 
whistle with them “for a lit-
tle comic relief.”
 “Make us feel a little bit 
more at home,” John said, 
referring to the train horn 
that blows regularly during 
Sunday services. 
 Figuring out how to 
have services available that 
reach all of the age ranges 
that Midway serves has 
been a bit of a challenge, 
John said. 

 The four were struggling 
with the social distancing 
requirement, too. Harri-
son and Todd gave Kim air 
hugs from across the back 
patio at the Theisens’ home. 
 Both Harrison and Todd 
talked about how strange 
it was to have to practice 
social distancing with the 
Theisens while seeing them 
for the first time since their 
trip.
 “I think it’s good for peo-
ple to see that we’re still liv-
ing,” Harrison said. 
 He and Todd helped the 
couple prepare for the re-
cording.
 “Can I turn this way a 
little bit more?” Kim said 
as she got set up for the re-
cording. 
 Soon afterward, the 
Theisens started speaking 
to their church family.
 Those who are inter-
ested in seeing the video 
sermons from Midway, visit 
www.midwaychurch.org/
join-service.
 This is not an exhaustive 
list, but here are links to access 
some additional local services: 
 •St. Thomas Aquinas Cath-
olic Church: facebook.com/St-
Thomas-Aquinas-Catholic-
Church-948558015211802/
 •Grace Point Nazarene 
Church: facebook.com/grace-
pointnazchurch
 •Covenant Church Cross 
Roads: covenantchurch.snap-
pages.site/media
	 •First	 Rock	 Fellowship:	 fir-
strockfellowship.org/
 •First Baptist Church, Kru-
gerville: facebook.com/FBCK-
rugerville
 •First United Methodist 
Church: facebook.com/pilot-
pointfumc
 •Providence Village Church: 
facebook.com/pvc380
 •Pilot Point Church of 
Christ: facebook.com/Pi-
lot-Point-Church-of-
Christ-957099940990735
 •Aubrey Country Church: 
facebook.com/Aubrey-Country-
Church-2043304452553644

Churches use 
technology to 
reach members
Continued from Page 1A

The new Chandler Cabinets facility is large enough to accommodate the need for the company’s essential 
workers to work safely while practicing social distancing.  

Rowan Lehr/The Post-Signal

meetings at Chandler Cab-
inets about COVID-19 and 
how it supports employees 
staying at home if there’s 
risk, he said.
 “A lot of our builders, 
what they seem like they’re 
doing is taking what they 
call a spec house that’s not 
sold; they’re reducing those 
spec houses for the moment 
and focusing on their sold 
jobs,” he said. “So, that has 
kind of taken a little bit of 

load off of us, but not a ton. 
They just mainly postponed 
some of those big houses.”
 Chandler Cabinets has 
been focused on encourag-
ing frequent handwashing 
as well, he said. 
 “There’s certain situ-
ations even in our office, 
where we’re passing folders 
a lot, so we’re just keeping 
an eye on anybody if they’re 
sick, which we haven’t had 
any instances yet,” he said. 
“For the most part, it’s busi-
ness as usual, in a sense, 

but with a lot of precau-
tion.”
 The pandemic hasn’t af-
fected the workers in the 
shops or field, he said. In 
the new facility, social dis-
tancing isn’t an issue.
 “Being in this new facil-
ity has really helped that, 
where everybody kind of 
has their own work space,” 
he said. “So, there’s not a lot 
of instances where they’re 
all surrounded with each 
other.”
 Chandler Cabinets got 

together with one of their 
builders and donated all 
the masks they could to 
some hospitals, he said.
 “So, we’ve done our part 
on the mask side of it,” he 
said. “Currently, we’re 
pretty much out of masks 
here.”
 There are areas where 
heavy sanding is done, 
where masks are required, 
so Chandler Cabinets’ em-
ployees have been using 
those when needed, he said.

Work continues in Pilot Point

Public Information Offi-
cer Jennifer Rainey said. 
“So, while we can’t say ‘Hey, 
that’s in Lantana, ... or 
Paloma or any of the other 
unincorporated areas,’ they 
have divvied up the unin-
corporated areas into ... 
four quadrants.”
 There’s northeast, north-
west, southeast and south-

west, she said.
 “To help kind of get a lit-
tle bit more clarification, 
because some of the neigh-
borhoods in some of the ar-
eas are just too small if we 
went by tax codes or ETJs, 
some of them would be 
very identifiable. So, they 
weren’t comfortable with 
doing that because some-
times it can be as little as 
that’s one person out of 200 

people in that neighbor-
hood,” she said.
 The woman in her 60s 
was in the northeast quad-
rant of unincorporated 
Denton County located 
north of 380 and east of 
I-35. She was previously 
hospitalized with a case of 
local transmission, Rainey 
said.
 “Local transmission 
meaning that they hadn’t 

had a known contact with 
a confirmed case, and 
they had not traveled any-
where outside of the DFW 
area,” she said.  
     Links to a (beta) dash-
board, provided by DCPH, 
include case maps at gis-co-
vid19-dentoncounty.hub.
arcgis.com/pages/covid-
19cases.

Continued from Page 1A
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County tracks COVID-19 deaths

School closures across state to continue until May 
By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
 School’s out until at least 
May 4. 
 That announcement came 
from Gov. Greg Abbott on 
Tuesday during a press con-
ference, during which he said 
extending the closures will 
reflect the national guide-
lines.
 “The No. 1 priority right 
now is to try to keep people 
as healthy as we possibly 
can to ensure that we don’t 
have such a strong rate of 
illness that our health care 
providers just get totally 
overwhelmed, so I am very 
supportive of the governor’s 
decision,” Aubrey ISD Su-
perintendent David Beld-
ing said. “I am real confi-

dent in our teachers’ [abil-
ity] to continue to provide 
great online instruction 
and to support our kids.”
 The Denton County 
school districts, includ-
ing Aubrey, Pilot Point and 
Denton, announced Tues-
day that they will be closed 
through May 3 in accor-
dance with Abbott’s execu-
tive order. 
 “Students, parents and 
staff are urged to remain 
vigilant in their efforts to 
stay healthy and stay at 
home,” according to a joint 
press release from the Den-
ton County school districts.
 Tioga ISD is also ex-
tending its closure.
 “We’ll follow the order, 
as we should, and we’re 

canceling all April activi-
ties that we had scheduled, 
and if we do come back on 
May 4th or 5th, … [Texas 
Commissioner of Education 
Mike Morath] is talking 
about putting two days of 
staff development in there 
ahead of letting the kiddos 
come back,” Tioga ISD Su-
perintendent Charles Hol-
loway said. 
 Activities have been 
canceled or rescheduled for 
later in the year for all of 
the area’s school districts 
and related organizations, 
including events such as 
the Pilot Point Educational 
Foundation Gala, proms, 
the first Aubrey Education 
Foundation golf ball drop 
and other fundraisers.

 In addition, UIL com-
petitions of all types—ac-
ademic, athletic and musi-
cal—are suspended until 
at least May 4 at this point, 
according to uiltexas.org/
covid-19-information.
 “Everyone’s doing the 
best they can to decide 
to get us back in school 
as quick as they can, but 
there’s no need in coming 
back and then have to go 
out again,” Holloway said. 
“I think that’s something 
that they want to be sure of 
before they say that we can 
come back.”
 Officials at all levels are 
trying to be cautious and 
deliberate, he said.
 “This is kind of un-
charted territory, so nobody 

knows exactly which way 
this thing is going to go,” 
Holloway said.
 Belding agreed, saying 
“these are really unprece-
dented times in all of our 
lifetimes.”
 Both superintendents 
acknowledged the chance 
that their districts might 
not be able to reopen this 
academic year.
 “That is certainly some-
thing that we are planning 
for and trying to ensure 
that we’re planning for the 
now as well as the coming 
weeks, and if we are still 
closed through May, what’s 
the best way to deliver in-
struction,” Belding said.
 He added that he hopes 
the district can reopen. 

 Denton County is under 
a stay-at-home order, and 
a general order to limit so-
cial interactions was an-
nounced by the governor 
Tuesday.
 Although it is in Gray-
son County, Tioga ISD has 
a lot of transfer students 
from Denton County, Hollo-
way said.
 “We’re urging everyone 
to stay at home,” he said. 
“The schools are pretty 
much off limits to every-
body right now except the 
essential people that have 
to be here to make every-
thing run.”
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BAPTIST 
 Calvary Baptist Church. Northeast of The Square on Jefferson Street, Pilot Point. Pas-
tor Roger Greer. 686-2274. www.calvarypilotpoint.org. Sunday Bible study fellowship, 
9:30 a.m.; morning worship service, 10:45 a.m.; evening service, 6 p.m.; Wednesday 
service at 6:30 p.m. 
 First Rock Fellowship. 201 North Cherry. Rev. Christopher Walden, pastor. 940-365-
2445. Sunday: 8:30 a.m., 11 a.m. 
 First Baptist Church, Krugerville. U.S. 377S. Rev. Sam Redfearn, Pastor. Sun. School, 
9:45 a.m. Sun. worship, 11 a.m. Sun. evening worship, 6 p.m. Tuesday Bible Study, 7 
p.m.,  Wednesday, AWANAS & 24/7, 6:30 p.m. fbckrugerville.com.
 Bethel Baptist Church of Pilot Point, 210 E. Main. Pastor Buddy Garland (903-429-
3661). Sunday School 9:30; morning worship 10:30; evening 6 p.m. 
 First Baptist Church, Tioga. Corner of Gene Autry & Porch. Pastor Brad Orr. Small 
group Bible study, 10 a.m. Sundays. Contemporary worship, 11 a.m. Bible study & prayer 
meeting, Sundays at 6 p.m. and Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m. Children & youth activities 
available. www.fbctioga.com, 940-205-3595.
 Friendship Baptist Church. 220 S. Ray Roberts Parkway, Tioga. Rev. Justin Elwell, 
Pastor. Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.; Sunday worship, 10:45 a.m.; Bible study Wed., 7-8 
p.m.; 940-437-2000. 
 Green Valley Baptist Church, 9901 FM 428, Aubrey; Pastor, Ronnie Allen. Services: 
10:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Sunday; 6:30 p.m. Wednesday. Phone: 469-688-5706, www.
greenvalleybaptistchurch.org. 
 Midway Church, 9540 U.S. 377 Pilot Point TX 76258. Midway Church exists to inspire 
people to Live Fully For God. Without God we struggle to make sense of life, but God’s 
plan is to give us a life overfl owing with joy and peace. That’s why we’re here - to connect 
people to the source of life through inspirational worship, relevant messages, and con-
nection with a group of people who totally get where you are in life.
 New Hope Baptist Church, Cross Roads, U.S. 377. Worship: Sundays at 11 a.m. 
www.newhopeaubrey.com
 Countyline First Baptist Church. 512 E. Walcott, Pilot Point. Rev. B.W. McClendon, Jr., 
pastor.  686-2098.
 Antioch Baptist Church. FM 428W and FM 2931. V. Barry Mathis, pastor. 365-3521. 
Sunday services: Morning Worship, 10:45 a.m.; Evening Worship, 6 p.m.
 Mt. Carmel Baptist Church. 27260 FM 121, Tioga. Pastor, Daniel Tanguma. Sunday 
School, 10 a.m. Sunday worship, 11 a.m., AWANA 4:30 p.m.
 Mountain Springs Fellowship Bible Church, 14777 S. FM 372, Mountain Springs. 
James Reid, Pastor. Fellowship time 10 a.m.; Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m. 940-395-2777.
 Mt. Zion Baptist Church. 1940 CR 203, Collinsville. Tony Norman, Pastor. 940-393-
6821. Sunday School 10 a.m.; Worship 11 a.m.; Wed. Bible Study 7 p.m. 
 St. James Baptist, Pilot Point. Rev. John Ross, pastor.
 Mustang Baptist Church.13335 Mustang Road. Coach G.A. Moore, Jr., Pastor. Sun-
day School 9:30 a.m.; worship service 10:30 a.m. www.mustangbaptist.org

APOSTOLIC FAITH
 New Testament Church of Jesus Christ. 535 E. Walcott St., Pilot Point. John A. Wil-
liams. pastor. 686-5022. Sun. School, 9:30 a.m. Sunday; worship, 11 a.m., 3 p.m. 

CATHOLIC 
 St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church. 925 N. Charcut., Pilot Point.  686-2088. Mass 
schedule: Saturday, 5 p.m.; Sunday, 8 a.m., 11 a.m., 12:45 p.m. (Spanish). Confessions 
heard Saturdays, 3:15 p.m.-4:15 p.m.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
 Church of Christ. 408 S. Jefferson, Pilot Point. 686-5184. Craig Tullis, minister. Sun. 
worship 10:45 a.m., Sun. Bible class 9:45 a.m. Wednesday. Bible class 7:00 p.m.
 Church of Christ, Tioga, Gene Autry Drive. Sun. school, 9:30 a.m. Sun. worship, 10:30 
a.m.

CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
 Grace Point Nazarene Church. 611 E. Liberty, Pilot Point. Sundays 10 a.m. Rev. 
Dwayne Edwards, pastor. Website: gracepointnaz.net. Email: pastordwayne@grace-
pointnaz.net. 760-518-6732.

CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST
 Church of God in Christ. West Walcott, Pilot Point. Elder M. L. Johnston, pastor. Sun-
day worship, 10 a.m.; 6 p.m.

CHRISTIAN 
 First Christian Church. North Main Street, Aubrey. 940-367-3591. Pastor, John Clay, 
pastorjclay@verizon.net. 214-850-8609, home: 972-517-5822. Sunday School, 10 a.m. 
Sunday worship, 11 a.m.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
 Cowboy Country Chapel. McKinney and Morrison Streets, Pilot Point. Rev. Carl 
Smith, pastor. 686-0067. Sunday worship, 10:45 a.m., Sunday night Bible study, 5 p.m., 
Wed. prayer meeting, 6-7 p.m. 
 Aubrey First Assembly of God. Cole Perkins, pastor. 580-583-5812.
 Tioga Community Church, 501 Cutler Street, Tioga. Mark Arrington, senior pastor, 
903-821-7152. Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. Sunday. worship, 10:30 a.m. & 6 p.m. Wednes-
day. Bible studies begin at 6:30  p.m.

METHODIST 
 First United Methodist Church, 217 S. Church Street, Pilot Point. (940) 686-2338. Rev. 
Cynthia Kennedy, pastor. pilotpointfumc@gmail.com. www.pilotpointfumc.org. Sunday 
School, 10 a.m., Sun. worship, 11 a.m., Youth Group, Sun. 6 p.m.  
 Tioga United Methodist Church. Porch Street, Tioga. Rebecca Grogan, senior pastor. 
Sunday School, 9 a.m. Sunday worship, 10 a.m.
 Aubrey First United Methodist Church. 113 W. Plum, one block west of Main. Joseph 
Baker, pastor. 940-365-3024. Sunday: youth and adult classes, 9:45 a.m.; worship, 11 
a.m.; fellowship following worship.
 Bethel Methodist Church of Denton County (an Independent Methodist Denomination) 
3126 FM 2931, Aubrey. Sunday school 10 a.m., Sunday worship 11 a.m. 409-543-8444, 
Website: www.betheldenton.com.
 Grace Chapel. 14632 Fishtrap Rd. Traditional worship, 9:30 a.m. Modern worship, 
10:45 a.m. 940-440-6626. www.grace380.org.
 Oak Grove United Methodist Church, FM 720W south of U.S. 380, Aubrey. Rev. Don 
Kirsch, pastor. 940-365-3027. Sunday School, 9 a.m. Sunday worship 10 a.m.

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
 Green Valley Community Church. FM 2153, Aubrey, 940-440-9469. Wendell Lillard, 
pastor; James Grider, youth minister. Sun. School, 10 a.m. Sunday worship, 11 a.m. 
 Faith Assembly 700 N. Harmon, Aubrey. Clarence and Patricia Dalrymple, Pastors. 
Sun. School, 9:30 a.m., Sun. 10:45 a.m. and 6 p.m., Wednesday 6 p.m. 940-365-9360. 
 Covenant Church, Cross Roads. Service times, fi rst Wednesday of month at 7 p.m.; 
Sunday, 10 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. www.covenantcrossroads.org. 940-365-1395.
 Cornerstone Church of Aubrey, 7850 FM 2931 (near Mustang Water offi ce), Aubrey. 
Sunday, prayer, 10 a.m., worship, 10:30 a.m.; Thursday, Bible study, 7 p.m. Pastor: Dan 
Franke, pastorfranke@ccaubrey.com. www.ccaubrey.com. 
 Restoration Cowboy Church. 910 U.S. 377S, Aubrey. Pastors Rod and Alicia Parker. 
Service times, Sunday, 10 a.m., Wednesday, 7 p.m. www.RestorationCowboyChurch.
org.
 Aubrey Country Church. 3000 Rock Hill Rd, Aubrey TX 76227. Dewayne Brawner, 
Pastor. Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. 

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
 Pilot Point Seventh-Day Adventist, 990 W. Walcott, Pilot Point. Wed. prayer meeting, 
7 p.m. Sat. church service, 9:15 and 11 a.m. 940-239-2533.

Church 
Directory

Complete Eye Exams for Adults and Children  •  Complete Selection of Eye Wear & Contact Lenses
Latest Technology for Providing State of the Art Exams  •  Treatment for Eye Disease 

Laser Surgery Consultation   •   Saturday & Evening Appointments Available

Come Take a Closer Look at Us for Your Eye Care Come Take a Closer Look at Us for Your Eye Care 

Visit our state of the art facility at 
5246 Hwy 377S, Suite #1 in Krugerville

Meet our Staff : Holly Coppedge (Offi  ce Manager), 
Dr. Deborah Blansett (Th erapeutic Optometrist) , 

Holly Spencer (Optical Manager), 
Megan Duchrow (Technician)

940-365-0440 • www.woodlandseyecare.com940-365-0440 • www.woodlandseyecare.com

DEBERRY 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
WWW.DEBERRYFUNERALDIRECTORS.COM 

Serving Pilot Point, Tioga, Aubrey and surrounding communities. 
Arrangements, Cremation or Traditional and anywhere in 

between to meet your needs. 
BILL DEBERRY, JR. 2025W. UNIVERSITY DENTON TX76201 • (�40)383�200 BILL_DEBERRY@HOTMAIL.COM I 1 

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com
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 POSSESSION — The 
Northeast police issued 
a man a citation for pos-
session of drug parapher-
nalia at 10:14 p.m. Satur-
day in the 2500 block of 
U.S. 380 in Cross Roads. 
According to the report, 
the K-9 Jax conducted an 
open air sniff of the ve-
hicle, and police found 
a backpack in the trunk 
containing a freezer bag 
with two sandwich bags 
that reportedly contained 
an estimated 1.4 ounces of 
marijuana.

 THEFT — On Fri-
day at 1:15 p.m. at the 
Walmart in Cross Roads, 
the Northeast police is-
sued a man a citation for 
theft under $100. Accord-
ing to the police report, 
the man stated he was 
“not aware he did not scan 
the items that were not 
paid for.” He was issued a 
criminal trespass warn-
ing.
  — Rowan Lehr

POLICE REPORT

 All of the date changes 
can be accessed via the 
News & Events section of 
the website. 
 Although several cities 
share the 76227 zip code 
and residents might see the 
incorrect city listed on their 
census information, town 
officials are not worried 
that the census information 
will be recorded incorrectly.
 “Our previous U.S. cen-
sus numbers came as a des-

ignated place because we 
were technically not Au-
brey, so I’m not terribly con-
cerned about them mixing 
it up and thinking that we 
actually are Aubrey,” Prov-
idence Village Town Man-
ager Brian Roberson said.
 Providence Village was 
incorporated in May 2010, 
in the midst of that census 
collection.
 To fill out the census 
online, visit 2020census.
gov. To respond by phone, 
call 844-330-2020 for Eng-

lish speakers and 844-468-
2020 for Spanish speakers. 
 The website also specifi-
cally says, “the Census Bu-
reau is also required by law 
to protect your answers.” 
 That means the census 
information cannot be used 
to prosecute illegal immi-
gration.
 “By them representing 
that segment of the popula-
tion, of migrants, lower in-

come [people], antigovern-
ment, if you want to kind of 
call it that, that now is even 
more their opportunity to 
have a voice and speak and 
let the country really know 
who we are, who they are, 
who we are as a country,” 
Kaiser said. “Hopefully, all 
of these things will come to-
gether to give us a good ac-
curate count.”
 

Nation extends 2020 census deadline
Continued from Page 1A

CAREGIVERS NEEDED!
They provide assistance with transportation, 
medication, reminders, grooming, housekeep-
ing and pre/post-op care. Must be 18 or older, 

have some experience with helping seniors 
and providing non-medical home care. Shifts 

may vary depending on patient needs. 

Call 940-736-0469 or email localhearts2019@
gmail.com. 

a non-medical home care business serving
Cooke, Grayson, Denton and Montague Counties

 Gist was named su-
perintendent in Febru-
ary 2015, and he gradu-
ated from Pilot Point High 
School in 1985. 
 “I make a motion to ap-
prove the execution of an 
agreement with Dr. Colson 
to serve as acting superin-
tendent during the search, 
according to the terms dis-
cussed in closed session,” 
Secretary Ashley Dennis 
said.
 Dennis also moved to 
post the opening of the su-
perintendent position. 
 The board will also con-
duct the search for a new 
leader for the district with 
the help of its legal counsel, 
the board voted. 
 The hour-long meet-
ing was accessible only via 
calling in on Wednesday. 
A video of the meeting was 
set to be posted on Thurs-
day, after press time. When 
the board adjourned into 
executive session, all mem-
bers of the public were re-
moved from the call. To 
hear when the board recon-
vened in real time, mem-
bers of the public had to 
call back into the meeting.  
 When the board met on 
Jan. 15, the members voted 
not to extend Gist’s con-
tract.

 The board included su-
perintendent goals on its 
executive session agendas 
for three meetings in early 
February, then superinten-
dent goals and/or agree-
ment from Feb. 18 through 
March 4. On March 4, res-
ignations also made an ap-
pearance on the executive 
session agenda.
 The special meeting 
agenda listed “superinten-
dent and assistant super-
intendent job descriptions 
and duties” as an item un-
der consideration during 
the executive session.
 Wednesday’s executive 
session agenda included 
“consultation and delibera-
tion regarding,” “the Super-
intendent search process,” 
“the Superintendent’s res-
ignation” and “the employ-
ment of a new Superinten-
dent of Schools and Interim 
Superintendent.
 With the exception of 
March 18 and Wednesday’s 
meetings, the special meet-
ings were held at 8 a.m.
 With the exception of 
March 18 and Wednesday’s 
meetings, the special meet-
ings were held at 8 a.m.
 When asked Monday 
about his resignation, Gist 
said, “we’re supposed to 
have a joint press release, 
and at this point that’s all I 
really know.”

Continued from Page 1A

PPISD accepts 
Gist’s resignation

Open for business
Larry Hill at Pilot Point Meat Processing on Jef-
ferson Street is excited about having his business 
in the same building that housed the Golden Tri-
angle Meat Plant. He opened his doors Monday.

Rowan Lehr/The Post-Signal
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By Janet Laminack
Denton County Extension 

Agent-Horticulture
I’m not going to promise 

you lawn of the month, but I do 
have some tips that will ensure 
a healthy lawn this summer. 
Around here, we typically have 
either Bermuda or St. Augus-
tine lawns, and both are consid-
ered warm season turfgrasses. 
What is currently growing would 
be cool season grasses like rye 
or fescue and the only reason 
my yard is green: weeds. 

Advertisers are pushing 
weed and feed products now. 
First of all, you don’t want to fer-
tilize until your grass is growing. 
Wait until you’ve mowed the 
grass a couple of times.   

Yes, yes, I know you’ve 
been mowing all winter, but 
those are weeds. And the last 
thing we want to do is to encour-
age them to grow with more fer-
tilizer. If you MUST do some-
thing right now, add organic 
material. This improves soil aer-
ation and drainage. Adding a 
very thin layer of compost is an 
excellent way to add a few nu-
trients to your lawn and improve 
the drainage of a clay soil or 
the water holding capacity of a 
sandy soil. 

The other thing you can do 
right now towards fertilization 
is figure out if you really need 
to do it. We recommend doing a 
soil test every few years.  There 
are many soil labs available 
which will analyze your soil to 
find what nutrients you are lack-
ing and provide recommenda-
tions on how to improve it. You 
can find information on how to 
submit a sample to the Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Soil 
Lab at soiltesting.tamu.edu. For 
less than $20, you might find 
that you don’t even need to fer-

tilize. 
Mowing may seem straight-

forward and mundane, but it is 
one of the most critical aspects 
of maintaining a healthy turf-
grass. Regular mowing at the 
right height can keep a lawn 
growing densely and healthy 
and will cut down on weeds. 
The best and most safe rule of 
thumb is to never remove more 
than one-third of the leaf blade 
at any one time. Mowing less 
frequently when the grass is 
taller removes too much of the 
plant at one time and may even 
remove the growing point of the 
grass. Most of us don’t want to 
mow more frequently, but it is 
one of the secrets to having a 
dense and healthy lawn. Mow-
ing those cool season weeds 
now can prevent seed develop-
ment.

What else can you do for 
weed management? You can 
put out a preemergence her-
bicide to suppress the germi-
nation of warm season weeds. 
Timing of preemergent appli-
cation can be tricky. We recom-
mend monitoring soil temper-
ature and applying your spring 
application when soil tempera-
tures are around 55 degrees for 
several days. How do you know 
what the soil temperature is? 
You can find it at agweb.com/
weather/soil-temperatures. 
Mark your calendar now for 
the fall application of preemer-
gence in order to curtail your 
winter and spring weeds. 

Preemergence prevents 
weed seedlings from devel-
oping, so don’t expect to make 
a dent in your mature weeds. 
There are post-emergence 
herbicides available which kill 
weeds that are larger and grow-
ing. However, it is best to kill 
them as young as possible and 

before they start spreading 
seeds. As with all chemicals, 
read the label carefully. Many 
herbicide labels say to avoid 
applying around or under trees, 
shrubs or other desirable plants 
because the chemical can dam-
age or even kill these plants. 
And that’s a fact. Also, the la-
bel is the law. For more infor-
mation on preemergence her-
bicides go to denton.agrilife.org 
and look under the Urban Horti-
culture tab for publications. 

The last thing we are con-
cerned with right now is wa-
tering our lawns, but let’s talk 
about it anyway. Most home-
owners overwater their lawns. 
Quick, frequent watering will 
produce shallow root systems 
that don’t survive our hot sum-
mers. You can wait to water 
your lawn until you see symp-
toms of drought stress such as 
a dull bluish color and the leaf 
blades rolling up. Lawns that 
are watered deeply can go five 
to eight days between watering. 
Please keep in mind:  if we’ve 
been receiving rain we don’t 
need to irrigate.  

While we are talking about 
that, get to know your irriga-
tion control box. Make sure 
you change the programming 
from summer to winter and that 
you have a rain/freeze sen-
sor. When it is time to water, the 
basic recommendation is an 
inch of water or to a depth of 6 
inches. In our lovely clay soil, 
you may have to run your cycle 
a few times in order to get the 
water in the ground rather than 
wandering off down the street. 
A cycle and soak method is key. 

To make it even easier to 
know when to water, sign up on 
watermyyard.org to get updates 
sent to your phone. It’s free! 

By Kathy Rainey
Denton County

 Master Gardener
Who doesn’t love butter-

flies? Butterflies are not only 
among the most beautiful in-
sects; they are also a pollinator 
and food source for other spe-
cies. Nearly 90% of all plants 
need a pollinator to reproduce 
and as bee populations drop, 
the role of the butterfly be-
comes more vital for plant re-
production. Additionally, butter-
fly larvae are a hearty meal for 
birds, their young and other ani-
mals. Nearly two-thirds of all in-
vertebrates can be connected 
back to the butterfly in the food 
chain.  

According to the Monarch 
Watch organization, there has 
been a 90% population decline 
of monarch butterflies since the 
late 1990’s primarily due to de-
velopment, the widespread use 
of herbicides in croplands, pas-
tures and roadsides and the 
land management practices 
of regular mowing along road-
sides which has resulted in lack 
of shelter and food for butter-
flies and other wildlife.  

The monarch butterfly is 
a flagship species for conser-
vation, but many other pollina-
tors benefit from monarch con-
servation efforts. Female mon-
archs lay their eggs on milk-
weed host plants because 
their caterpillars only eat milk-
weed leaves. Without milk-
weed, there would be no mon-
arch butterflies. Once the cat-
erpillar is fully developed, it typ-
ically leaves the host plant to 
find a safe place to pupate. Af-
ter the adult butterfly emerges 
from its chrysalis, it uses its 
long straw-like mouth to con-
sume nectar from a variety of 
flowering plants. Thus, mon-
archs need both milkweed and 
nectar plants as they breed dur-
ing their annual migratory cy-
cle from Mexico to Canada in 
spring and back to Mexico in 
the fall.  
 Texans living along the I-35 

corridor are in the primary mi-
gratory path of monarch but-
terflies where host and nec-
tar plants have significantly de-
clined. By creating a habitat in 
your home garden for monarch 
butterflies and other pollina-
tors, you can support the efforts 
to restore the monarch butter-
fly population. Your monarch 
garden (waystation) can be any 
size as long as it includes milk-
weed and nectar plants that 
bloom throughout the migration 
season. 

First, choose a sunny spot 
in your yard for your monarch 
garden. Butterflies prefer to 
feed in sunny areas sheltered 
by the wind. Removing a sec-
tion of lawn, cultivating bare 
ground, using an existing gar-
dening area or planting in con-
tainers is all you need. A fence 
or shrub can serve as a wind-
break and provide a good place 
for pupation. Testing garden 
soil can determine whether 
the area is suitable for grow-
ing plants or if it needs amend-
ments. Next, identify native pe-
rennial plants for your garden. 
Many nurseries specialize in 
native plants and have garden 
specialists to help you make 
your selection. It is important to 
plant a diverse array of plants 
that flower at different times to 
attract butterflies throughout 
the growing season. 

Butterflies are attracted to 
large splashes of color like red, 
orange, yellow, purple so group 
plantings by color to maximize 
their attraction to your garden. 
Bushy skullcap, Scutellaria 
wrighti and Coral Honeysuckle, 
Lonicera sempervirens are two 
evergreen plants that bloom in 
spring. Mealy Blue Sage, Sal-
via farinacea; Texas Lantana, 
lantanaurticoids; and Zexma-
nia, Wedelia acapulcensis all 
bloom in spring through fall; and 
Black-eyed Susan, Rudbeckia 
hirta and New England Aster, 
Symphyotrichum novae-anglia 
bloom in fall.  These are just a 
few examples of nectar plants 

to choose from.  
Don’t forget the milkweed. 

Several varieties grow native to 
North Texas including Antelope 
Horns, Asclepias asperula and 
Green Milkweed, Asclepias viri-
dis. 

When you’re ready to plant, 
dig a hole just large enough for 
the plant’s roots. Use soil to 
cover the roots so that only the 
leaves and stem of the plant 
are above ground.  Add mulch 
around the plants to retain wa-
ter in the soil and prevent weed 
growth. Water newly planted 
plants. Alternatively, you can 
plant seeds in prepared bare 
soil in spring or late winter. 
When preparing your garden, 
remove weeds and invasive 
plants before spreading seeds. 
Removing weeds, including 
roots, before planting will help 
prevent onerous maintenance 
of your garden. Cover seeds 
with a thin layer of mulch to con-
serve moisture.

To maintain your garden, 
water plants following the ven-
dor’s directions until plants are 
well established. Once estab-
lished, native plants typically 
do not need additional water 
but keep in mind that additional 
watering may be needed in dry 
spells. 

Weed your garden by hand. 
Avoid using herbicides and in-
secticides as they may be 
harmful to beneficial organ-
isms. Remember that host 
plants (milkweeds) are meant to 
serve as food for caterpillars so 
chewed leaves are a sign that 
they are doing their job.  Regu-
lar monitoring for pests on milk-
weed is advised.  Any aphids 
detected can be sprayed off 
with water.  

By creating and maintain-
ing your monarch waysta-
tion, you are joining conserva-
tion-minded individuals across 
Texas and the United States 
who are also contributing to 
monarch butterfly conserva-
tion.

HOME & GARDEN GUIDE

How to get your lawn off
to a good start for summer

Create a monarch haven
Monarchs need food on their southward journey in the fall.This beauty is feasting on a fall aster, Sym-
phyotrichum oblongifolium.                                                 Kathryn Wells/Denton County Master Gardener Association

10815 FOUTCH ROAD • 940-686-200010815 FOUTCH ROAD • 940-686-2000
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LAWN & TREE/SHRUB FERTILIZATIONLAWN & TREE/SHRUB FERTILIZATION
 WEED CONTROL • PEST PREVENTION  WEED CONTROL • PEST PREVENTION 

MOSQUITO DEFENSEMOSQUITO DEFENSE

50% off of your initial pest treatment. Call today!50% off of your initial pest treatment. Call today!

We are helping make your neighbors’ yards beautiful. We are helping make your neighbors’ yards beautiful. 
Let us help you with yours!Let us help you with yours!

GreenShieldLawnandPest.comGreenShieldLawnandPest.com

$29.95$29.95
11STST LAWN APPLICATION LAWN APPLICATION

*UP TO 5000 SQ FT

Call today to get this special offer!Call today to get this special offer!

972-665-6453

1212 W. Sherman Drive
Aubrey
940-488-5050
Mon.-Fri. 7:30-4:30
(Closed 11:30-12:30 for lunch)

WOOD • TILE • CARPET
VINYL • LAMINATE

940-230-0013
5285 U.S. 377 S.  • Aubrey

By Cheryl Huckabee
Denton County Master Gardener
Have the enticing pictures of land-

scape plants, flowers and vegetables 
shown in gardening catalogs tempted 
you to try growing plants from seed, 
but you were not sure how? 

Here are some guidelines to get 
you started toward successful seed 
starting.

Getting ready
Purchase or prepare a disease-

free (pasteurized) soil-less germinat-
ing mix. Instructions for making your 
own seed-starting mix can be found 
at aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu.

Choose containers that are at 
least 3-inches deep, cleaned and 
sanitized with a weak solution of 
bleach and water. Peat pots, milk car-
tons and egg cartons work well too. 
Just be sure to punch holes in the 
bottom of the containers to allow wa-
ter to drain.

Purchase a heat mat to warm the 
soil under your containers and use 
plastic bags or plastic wrap to cover 
the containers and maintain moisture 
until the seedlings sprout. 

Identify a location that provides 
six to eight hours of light daily such as 
a south-facing window or purchase a 
grow light. 

Have a transplanting mix on hand 
if you plan to move seedlings into 
larger containers.

Create labels for the containers.
Choose seed types that grow well 

in North Texas and read the seed 
package for any guidance on desired 
starting location. Keep in mind that 
our spring growing season is short-
ened by hot weather in June. Choose 
varieties that have a short time-to-
maturity period for spring gardens. 
The fall season is a smidgeon longer.

Sowing your seeds
Plan to sow your seeds six to 

eight weeks before the last frost in 
spring which is typically mid-March 
in North Central Texas. For a fall har-
vest, sow them eight to twelve weeks 
before the first freeze date, generally 
late November in our area.

Check the seed packet for seed 
preparation recommendations. Some 
seeds germinate best if soaked in 

warm water overnight, other seeds 
with hard coats may need to be 
scarred - nicked or scratched - to pro-
mote germination.

Prepare the germinating mix by 
wetting it thoroughly and letting it 
drain. It should be moist enough to 
hold together when you squeeze it in 
your hand but should not be soggy or 
dripping water when squeezed.

Fill the containers to about 1” from 
the top with the germinating mix.

Make shallow indentations of 
about ¼” in rows if in a flat or a ¼” 
hole if in a pot.

Lightly sow the seeds of a single 
plant type in each container, check-
ing the seed packet label for the rec-
ommended seed spacing. If you’re 
sowing in pots put two to three seeds 
per hole.

Very lightly tamp down the seeds 
to ensure contact with the soil. Cover 
the seeds with just enough soil so 
that you can no longer see them, usu-
ally ¼ to ½ inch. The seed packet will 
usually include the recommended 
seed planting depth.

Mist/spritz the surface of the soil 
to dampen it.

Cover the container with plastic 
wrap or set inside a plastic bag that 
can be closed with a twist tie or zip-
per lock.

Place the container on a heated 
germination mat if you’re using one. 

Caring for your seeds
Be patient! Many seeds will germi-

nate in four to five days, but some will 
take as long as two to three weeks.

Check the soil moisture daily. If the 
inside of the plastic cover has conden-
sation, then no water is needed. If the 
top of the soil feels moist, no water is 
needed. If the top of the soil feels dry, 
lightly mist or spray the surface of the 
soil to dampen it. Too much water can 
cause the seeds to rot.

Remove the cover once the seeds 
have germinated by showing the first set 
of true leaves. Remove the heat mat.

Apply a small amount of balanced 
water-soluble fertilizer to your soil af-
ter seedlings sprout to accelerate their 
growth and strength.

Readying your transplants
Newly germinated seedlings 

need full exposure to light. Place 
them in a bright location such as a 
sunny window or under grow lights.

Water from the bottom, water-
ing the soil only, with a half-strength 
balanced water-soluble fertilizer. 
Water only when the soil feels dry 
when rubbed between your fingers. 
One of the most common causes of 
seedling failure is damping-off fun-
gal disease caused by excessive 
soil moisture or poor ventilation. Do 
not allow the container to stand in 
water.

After the seedlings have grown 
two to three sets of leaves, thin 
out the weakest seedlings by cut-
ting them off at soil level. This is 
an important step because plants 
need adequate growing space to 
be healthy and strong. The seed 
packet will often have thinning rec-
ommendations.

Harden off your seedlings one 
week to 10 days before transplant-
ing into the garden or landscape. 
This allows them to get acclimated 
to the outdoor environment. Hard-
ening off is done in stages begin-
ning with one hour per day of ex-
posure to sun and normal environ-
mental conditions. Increase the ex-
posure by an hour each day until 
the plants are on their own for eight 
hours. 

When you are ready to trans-
plant into the garden or landscape, 
carefully remove the seedlings from 
the container by pushing from the 
bottom or sliding a pencil or spoon 
down the side of the container to 
lift the seedling out from under the 
roots. Do not be tempted to pull 
them out by the stem.

Set the seedling in the soil at the 
same level it was in the container 
and water thoroughly. New trans-
plants may need to be watered ev-
ery two or three days to get estab-
lished. Water thoroughly if the soil is 
dry 1-inch deep or the plant shows 
signs of wilting. Once established, 
most plants require only 1-inch of 
water on a weekly basis.

Growing your own plants from 
seeds is a terrifically fulfilling en-
deavor. Enjoy nurturing your babies 
into healthy, beautiful plants.

By Barbara Brown
Denton County Master Gardener
Adding a few herb plants to the 

landscape or garden can be a trifecta 
win for gardeners. 

Fresh herbs enhance the flavor 
and appearance of meal offerings, 
and they are attractive additions to the 
landscape. 

The leaves and flowers of herb 
plants also provide food and habitat for 
local pollinator insects.

According to the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, pollinators play a 
crucial role in the life of most flower-
ing plants and the production of fruits 
and vegetables. Unfortunately, “a re-
cent study of the status of pollinators in 
North America by the National Acad-
emy of Sciences found that popula-
tions of honey bees (which are not na-
tive to North America) and some wild 
pollinators are declining.” Adding a few 
herb plants will support the health of 
your local ecosystem.

Common pollinators include but-
terflies, bees and small insects like 
ants, beetles, flies, moths and wasps. 
If you want to attract and support pol-
linators, you need to provide a habi-
tat that includes food, water and shel-
ter. According to research summarized 
by Michigan State University, herb gar-
dens are an excellent resource for pol-
linators because they flower over a 
long period of time. The Texas A&M 
AgriLife System publication, “Herbs for 
Texas Landscapes,” lists many herbs 
desirable to pollinators. Here are just a 
few of their recommendations:

Rosemary, popular with all kinds 
of bees, is an evergreen shrub that is 
available in upright and prostrate or 
trailing varieties. Gardeners need to 
provide this herb with lots of space 
as the shrubs can become 5 feet tall 
and 5 to 6 feet wide. The upright type 
is more freeze tolerant than the trail-
ing variety. Do not overwater. Harvest 
any time after the plant is established. 
The upright variety is used more of-
ten for cooking, and the leaves must be 
finely chopped as they are a bit tough. 
Or, use the whole stem for flavor and 
remove before serving. 

Thyme is a popular perennial bor-
der plant of Mediterranean origin. 
Available varieties include common, 
English, lemon, silver and more. It 
grows in full sun to partial shade and is 
drought tolerant. White flowers appear 
in spring and are popular with bees 
and small butterflies. For cooking, it is 
best to harvest leaves and flower clus-
ters before first flowers open or af-

ter the flowers have passed. Remove 
leaves from woody stems, add toward 
the end of cooking and use a light hand 
as thyme has a strong flavor.

Parsley is usually grown as a cool-
weather annual in North Texas al-
though it is correctly classified as a bi-
ennial herb. It grows more easily from 
transplants than from seed and is 
available in two common types, curly-
leaf and Italian. Plant in full sun to par-
tial shade and keep the soil consis-
tently moist. Parsley, along with dill 
and fennel, serve as a larval host for 
the swallowtail butterfly. If allowed to 
remain in the garden for a second year, 
the plant will flower and provide nec-
tar for pollinators. In Middle Eastern 
dishes, parsley is used fresh, while in 
European-style dishes parsley may 
be added during cooking and then re-
freshed lightly before serving.

Basil, a favorite herb of chefs and 
gardeners, comes in many varieties. 
An annual herb, basil is planted af-
ter all danger of frost. It prefers full sun 
and even seems to like our hot, Texas 
summers. As the plant matures, it puts 
on flowers that eventually become 
seeds. When grown for its flavorful fo-
liage, blooms should be pinched off 
to continue to encourage leaf growth. 
However, from the perspective of pol-
linators, the flowers are highly desir-
able.

Lavender in bloom is a bee and 
butterfly magnet. However, lavender 
is often a challenge to grow success-
fully in North Texas. Native to arid re-
gions of the Middle East and Mediter-
ranean lavender does not like clay soil, 
wet soil, severe cold weather or humid-
ity. French lavender tolerates humid-
ity better than English lavender but of-
ten does not survive a cold, wet winter. 
Spanish lavender can handle humidity 
fairly well but also suffers during cold 
winters and may do best if treated as 
an annual. If you want to give lavender 
a try, choose an area with sandy soil 
and add some gravel around the base 
of the plant. Water lavender at ground 
level not from overhead and provide 
only a light fertilizer once in the spring.

Choose plants from a local nursery 
that are full of lush, green leaves, and 
avoid those that have long stems with 
few leaves. Check the root system. 
Healthy roots are white or tan, and 
there should be numerous roots hold-
ing the soil in place. Do not plant dur-
ing the heat of the day.

Finally, when growing herbs for 
pollinators, restrict the use of pesti-
cides. 

Proper preparation, care
get seeds off to good start

Herbs in the landscape
pay off in multiple ways
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1340 N. Hwy 377, Suite 100, Pilot Point 

940-686-0123

AXTELL
PHARMACY

We bill Medicare & Private Insurance
 & deliver to your home!

Tri-County Medical Plaza, Hwy 377S, Pilot Point
940-686-2218

Full Service
Compounding • Durable Medical

Vitamins • Over the counter
Diabetic and Breathing supplies

the business
                  connection

TACL B1578E

CHANDLER CABINETS
High Quality Custom Cabinets & Doors

 901 E. McDonald Tel: 940-686-5770
 Pilot Point, TX 76258 Fax: 940-686-2014

www.chandlercabinets.net

1016 N. Industrial Blvd.
Pilot Point, TX 76258

940-686-HOME (4663)
www.activehh.org     

We are here to serve you!

1-25-19

R&M R&M 
GarageGarage
Auto & Diesel Auto & Diesel 

RepairRepair

10221 FM 455E 
Pilot Point

214-354-3353

BUSY BEES CHILDREN’S ACADEMY
404 Spring Hill Road • Aubrey • 940-440-6506

www.busybeesca.com
facebook.com/busybeeschildrensacademy

Newly 
Remodeled

Mon.-Fri.
6:30 a.m.-
6:30 p.m.

Under New
Management
Pickups from

Early Bird 
Learning Center 

& Brockett

Experienced 
horsemen
 providing

 quality 
service

www.equineexpress.com
940-365-9098 | 800-545-9098

 
This offer is good until April 30th. This promotion may not be used in conjunction with other promotions 
for the identical product. Limit one per son.  

 
 

 
This offer is good until April 30th. This promotion may not be used in conjunction with other promotions 
for the identical product. Limit one per son.  

 
 

 
This offer is good until April 30th. This promotion may not be used in conjunction with other promotions 
for the identical product. Limit one per son.  

 
 

 
This offer is good until April 30th. This promotion may not be used in conjunction with other promotions 
for the identical product. Limit one per son.  

 
 

PO Box 355, Pilot Point, TX 76258 • 940-686-5555
Visa – Mastercard – American Express – Accepted

940-686-5555

REID HEATING & AIR 
and DUCT CLEANING

 Anti-microbial Sanitizing & Deodorizing
• Cut your Heating & Cooling Costs
• Eliminates: Smoke & Pet Odors
• Reduction of Interior Dust
• Dryer Vent Cleaning is also available

“Let Us Make a
Comfortable Difference

in the Quality of Air
You Breathe & the Price You Pay”

Breathe easy this spring!
After a long winter, it’s time to have your air ducts cleaned  

and your conditioning system checked by the pros. 

Randy DeGraffenreid,Owner

(940) 686-5555

Reid Heating
& Air Conditioning

Serving the area since 1982

Randy DeGraffenreid,Owner

(940) 686-5555

Reid Heating
& Air Conditioning

Serving the area since 1982
TACL B1578E

Reid Heating & Air recently installed central heat and air at the Paul Taylor Sad-
dle Company. � is was the � nal phase of remodeling that owners Pat & Lisa Tay-
lor started last December. We installed 11 new systems using the exposed spiral 

ducting. Having the entire building heated and cooled will allow shoppers to be a 
lot more comfortable in those hot summer days ahead, owner Randy DeGra� en-
reid said. Summer is just around the corner so give Reid Heating  & Air a call and 
let us check your AC unit and get it ready to go before hot weather gets here. We 
can also give you a free estimate on replacing your old AC unit. R22 Freon is no 

longer produced, so if your unit is over 15 years old now is a good time to replace 
your old unit. Call 940-686-5555 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday - Friday.

Advertise on this page and at postsignal.com 
for one low price. 

Call 940-686-2169 for information.

Connect with 
your customers

212 S. Washington St., Pilot Point212 S. Washington St., Pilot Point
940-703-0156 • 940-514-6108940-703-0156 • 940-514-6108

Hours: Hours: 
11 a.m. - 9 p.m.11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Tuesday-Thursday Tuesday-Thursday 
11 a.m.-10 p.m. 11 a.m.-10 p.m. 

Friday-SaturdayFriday-Saturday
11 a.m. - 9 p.m.11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

SundaySunday
Closed MondayClosed Monday

Leo’s PizzeriaLeo’s Pizzeria

11308 Dane Road, Pilot Point

612-867-1027612-867-1027

Laura Lovegreen
Dog Grooming

By Joe Fragano
Contributing Writer
 With UIL events post-
poned until May 4 and stay-
at-home quarantines or-
dered for the immediate fu-
ture, high school coaches 
are still finding ways to 
keep their athletes in 
shape.
 School facilities are 
closed to students, and pri-
vate gyms have shut their 
doors. as have other busi-
nesses that have been 
deemed nonessential. Area 
schools have been closed 
since March 16 to prevent 
the spread of coronavirus, 
which has been the cause 
of a global pandemic. Gov. 

Greg Abbott on Tuesday or-
dered all Texas schools to 
remain closed until at least 
May 4. 
  To help keep their ath-
letes in shape during the 
hiatus, PPISD and AISD 
coaches have released at-
home workout programs. 
The exercises can all be 
completed without the use 
of a traditional gym, and 
most require no exercise 
equipment. 
 Aubrey ISD Athletic Di-
rector Keith Ivy said the 
workouts are essential to 
keeping the students both 
mentally and physically 
strong.
 “The big thing now is 

just trying to stay posi-
tive,” Ivy said. “We know 
this thing is going to end 
at some point. The goal is 
to be ready to go [when it 
does]. At this point, all we 
can do is stay active.”
 Pilot Point High School 
has given its students a 
similar exercise program. 
Pilot Point ISD Athletic Di-
rector Danny David said 
the program is a source of 
accountability for his ath-

letes and can put them on 
the right path until normal 
activities resume.
 “The point is for [the 
students] to have self-mo-
tivation and self-disci-
pline,” David said. “I can’t 
open any athletic facility. 
They’re not going to gain 
the strength they would 
from it if we were in an all-
out weight room program, 
but you can maintain, 
and you can build a little 

strength as well.”
 Not only are students 
put at risk of regressing 
physically, but also the un-
certainty surrounding the 
virus is making it hard for 
coaches to properly instruct 
their athletes. One coach 
facing such a dilemma 
is Aubrey head baseball 
coach Nate Henry. Barely 
a month ago, Henry and his 
players were approaching 
district play and practically 
in midseason form. Today, 
they aren’t sure if they will 
touch the field again this 
season.
 “It isn’t a full-on offsea-
son,” Henry said. “We’re 
hoping by the end of the 

month, we can get rolling 
[again].”
 The time off has gotten 
old quickly for all students, 
especially for spring ath-
letes such as baseball play-
ers who were just getting 
ready for district play when 
the UIL stopped all com-
petitions, Henry said. The 
boys are itching to get back 
to work, and he’s confident 
they’ll be ready if they do 
get to take the field again.
 “This is boring for 
them,” he said. “They’d 
rather be in school, play-
ing. This is not fun. They’ve 
all been working to stay 
ready.”

Coaches seek to keep athletes in shape
Sports
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TexSCAN Week of 
March 29, 2020

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

L OG HOMES
Log Homes – 4 Log Home kits selling for balance 
owed, free delivery. Model #101 Carolina, bal. $17,000; 
Model #203 Georgia, bal. $19,950; Model #305 Biloxi, 
bal. $14,500; Model #403 Augusta, bal. $16,500. View 
plans at www.loghomedream.com.

OIL AND GAS RIGHTS
We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non- producing 
and producing including non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. 806-620-1422, LoboMineralsLLC@
gmail.com. Lobo Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, 
Lubbock, TX 79408-1800.

REAL ESTATE
Bankruptcy Sale – Premium Turnkey Guest Ranch on 
72± Beautiful Acres. 4168 County Rd. 444, Waelder, TX 
– Austin Area. Potential Uses Include: Rehab Retreat, 
Bed & Breakfast, Wedding/Event Venue, Private 
Resort. Bid Deadline: May 6. Recently Appraised: 
$4,400,000. 855-755-2300 HilcoRealEstate.com.

Two High Visibility Outparcels owned by Lowe’s 
Home Improvement, 1.15± Acres & 2.92± Acres, 1603 
& 1604 US Hwy. 79 S., Henderson, TX, shared access 
points with Lowe’s. Asking Price: $245,000 & $573,000. 
Offers Due April 16. LowesSurplusRealEstate.com, 
855.755.2300 HilcoRealEstate.com.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.   6118-0219

SATELLITE TV
DIRECTV - Switch and Save! $39.99/month. Select 
All-Included Package. 155 Channels. 1000s of Shows/
Movies On Demand. FREE Genie HD DVR Upgrade. 
Premium movie channels, FREE for 3 mos! Call 
1-855-710-4824. ...

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

The Marketplace
— Buy, sell, trade, hire —

Call 686-2169 to place your ad, or e-mail your ad to aallen@postsignal.com.
Next deadline for The Marketplace: April 7  @ Noon

FOR SALE
___________________

NEW & USED PIPE. 2 
3/8 - 2 2/8 - 3 ½ - 4 ½ 
& other sizes. Square & 
rectangular tubing. 
 

Authorized dealer Flus-
che Enterprise, Muen-
ster, TX. 940-759-2206
tfc

PUBLIC NOTICES
_______________________________________

CITY OF AUBREY
ORDINANCE NO. 675-20

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 
OF AUBREY, TEXAS, AMEND-
ING THE ZONING MAP OF THE 
CITY OF AUBREY, TEXAS, TO 
PROVIDE FOR REZONING OF 
CERTAIN PROPERTY FROM 
MULTIFAMILY TO COMMER-
CIAL, BEING APPROXIMATELY 
0.286 ACRES OF THE D. COW-
AN SURVEY, ABSTRACT NUM-
BER 304, GENERALLY LOCAT-
ED AT 207 ROCKHILL ROAD, 
CITY OF AUBREY, DENTON, 
TEXAS, AND PROVIDING FOR 
A PENALTY FOR ANY VIOLA-
TION OF THIS ORDINANCE 
NOT TO EXCEED $2,000; PRO-
VIDING FOR SAVINGS, SEV-
ERABILITY, AND REPEALING 
CLAUSES; PROVIDING FOR 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND 
PROVIDING FOR THE PUB-
LICATION OF THE CAPTION 
HEREOF.
 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF AUBREY, TEXAS ON 
THIS 24TH DAY OF MARCH, 
2020.
 
APPROVED:
Janet Meyers
Mayor
 
ATTEST:
Jenny Huckabee
City Secretary
A3-1tc

CITY OF AUBREY
ORDINANCE NO. 676-20

AN ORDINANCE ALTERING 
THE PRIMA FACIE SPEED LIM-
ITS ESTABLISHED FOR VE-
HICLES UNDER THE PROVI-
SIONS OF SECTION 545.356 
OF THE TEXAS TRANSPORTA-
TION CODE, UPON HIGHWAY 

FM 428 OR PARTS THEREOF, 
WITHIN THE CORPORATE LIM-
ITS OF THE CITY OF AUBREY, 
AS SET OUT IN THIS ORDI-
NANCE, PROVIDING A PENAL-
TY OF A FINE NOT TO EXCEED 
$200.00 FOR THE VIOLATION 
OF THIS ORDINANCE; PRO-
VIDING FOR PARTIAL INVALID-
ITY; REPEALING CONFLICT-
ING ORDINANCES OR POR-
TIONS THEREOF; PROVIDING 
FOR PUBLICATION; AND PRO-
VIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.
 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF AUBREY, TEXAS ON 
THIS 24TH DAY OF MARCH, 
2020.
 
APPROVED:
Janet Meyers
Mayor
 
ATTEST:
Jenny Huckabee
City Secretary
A3-1tc
 

 CITY OF AUBREY, TEXAS
ORDINANCE NO. 677-20

 AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AU-
BREY, TEXAS EXTENDING CO-
VID-19 DECLARATION OF DI-
SASTER AND PUBLIC HEALTH 
EMERGENCY; PROVIDING 
A PENALTY FOR VIOLATION 
OF THIS ORDINANCE; PRO-
VIDING FOR SAVINGS, RE-
PEALING AND SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSES; PROVIDING FOR 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND 
PROVIDING FOR THE PUB-
LICATION OF THE CAPTION 
HEREOF.
 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF AUBREY, TEXAS ON 
THIS 24TH DAY OF MARCH, 
2020.

APPROVED:
Janet Meyers
Mayor
 
ATTEST:
Jenny Huckabee
City Secretary
A3-1tc
 

CITY OF AUBREY, TEXAS
ORDINANCE NO. 678-20

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
AUBREY, TEXAS, POSTPON-
ING THE CITY’S GENERAL 
ELECTION ORDER FOR MAY 
2020,  FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF ELECTING TWO (2) CITY 
COUNCIL MEMBERS AND A 
SPECIAL ELECTION TO ELECT 
ONE (1) CITY COUNCIL MEM-
BER TO FILL AN UNEXPIRED 
TERM OF OFFICE, TO THE 
UNIFORM GENERAL ELEC-
TION DATE OF NOVEMBER 3, 
2020, AND AUTHORIZING RE-
LATED ACTIONS; PROVID-
ING A REPEALING CLAUSE; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILI-
TY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING 
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF AUBREY, TEXAS ON 
THIS 24TH DAY OF MARCH, 
2020.
 
APPROVED:
Janet Meyers
Mayor
 
ATTEST:
Jenny Huckabee
City Secretary
A3-1tc
 

Putting the community in 
Community Journalism.

It’s about you.
It’s what we do. 

REAL ESTATE 
FOR RENT

Located in a charm-
ing established neigh-
borhood this 1,252 sq. 
ft. brick 2 bedroom, 2 
bath home has 2 liv-
ing areas, central H&A, 
fenced back yard & lots 
of shade trees. Large 2 
car covered parking with 
lots of storage.  $1,375/
month, $1,375 deposit. 
Pilot Point.

COMMERCIAL 
FOR RENT

Office/Retail located in 
Historic Downtown Tio-
ga. Charming 450 sq. ft. 
building suite with Cen-
tral H&A, shared bath-
room and lots of char-
acter. $495/month, $500 
deposit. Tioga.
 

SELF-STORAGE
 We have units 

available!
 “A size for every need,
A price for any budget”

 
For information or to 
schedule a showing 
contact Terry Hilliard, 
Realtor at (940) 391-
3445 or Terry@Signa-
tureRE.com.
tfc

FOR RENT
___________________

Sell it 

FAST 
in

The Marketplace!

By Rowan Lehr
Staff Writer 
 Construction is still hap-
pening in Pilot Point de-
spite the COVID-19 pan-
demic and heavy rainfall. 
 The damp and dreary 
weather from the past week 
combined with the logis-
tical difficulties of keep-
ing workers safe during the 
pandemic have slowed the 
bond projects down some, 
Capital Project Manager 
Matt Kaminski said. 
 “They’ve gotten pretty 
much all the eight roads 
ground, pulverized down,” 
he said. “We just actually 
had a walk-through yester-
day with Wall Engineering 
to find out exactly what we 
need to do with the roads.”
 Work on the lift station 
at Lakeview Estates is con-
tinuing, he said.
 “Last week was horri-
ble as far as weather-wise,” 
he said. “We had so much 
rain, so that basically set 
everything back about a 
week. Then, obviously, this 
COVID-19 thing is caus-
ing a little bit of headache 
with travel and making 
sure crews are doing what 
they’ve got to do to stay 
healthy and safe.”
 Ensuring the crews are 
following social distancing 
guidelines falls mostly on 
the shoulders of the devel-
opers, not the city, he said.
 “The only thing that we 
have is we have the travel 
authorization forms that 
we’re allowing them to be 
able to come in and actually 
work,” he said.
 A few of the city’s con-
tractors are based in Dal-
las, he said. Coming out of 
Dallas County, their issue 
was mobilizing their equip-
ment and crew, he said.
 Mobilizing the workers 
falls on the developer, Ka-
minski said. Once the work-

ers are in Pilot Point, the 
city can offer support.
 “The big thing that we’re 
doing so far is limiting over-
all contact,” he said. “I’m 
working from home actu-
ally, and my truck, using it 
as a mobile office to be able 
to go to and from and then 
City Hall [itself] is actually 
closed down.”
 Like everyone else, even 
he can’t access City Hall, he 
said.
 “Everything is being 
done through email or web-
services, as far as GoTo-
Meetings and stuff like that 
to be able to make contact 
and keep those communica-
tion lines open, so it’s a lit-
tle bit of a learning curve,” 
he said. “Obviously, run-
ning projects through that 
way is a little bit different.”
 He had a Zoom meeting 
regarding the police sta-
tion, he said. 
 “They’ve been hampered 
by just the wet conditions 
from last week,” Kaminski 
said. 
 The subdivisions in 
progress, including Mus-
tang Creek and Yarbrough, 
had issues with water re-
tention that are setting 
them back, he said.
 “We had great weather 
this week, but what that ba-
sically did was dry every-
thing up from last week, 
so there were still limited 
amounts of work that could 
have been done,” he said.
 The delays are a mix 
of unpredictable spring 
weather in Texas and work-
ing with different logistics 
because of COVID-19, he 
said.
 “As far as the COVID-19 
stuff, trying to make sure 
that the personnel are lim-
ited as far as their crew size 
and keeping the distanc-
ing and spacing,” he said. 
“I believe the street bond 

project, they’re only run-
ning maybe about three or 
four people and that’s it. So, 
that’s quite a bit different 
on their crew size.”
 Social distancing is the 
top priority, he said. 
 “As [the pandemic] pro-
gresses and moves on, I’m 
sure there’s probably going 
to be a little bit more things 
we work around,” he said. 
“The ultimate goal is we 
still have to get stuff built.”
 The sites for the fire sta-
tion and police station are 
so wet right now that try-
ing to work them would po-
tentially cause damage, he 
said.
 “It’s just super satu-
rated, so trying to bring in 
any kind of dirt movement 
to even start the process so 
it looks like there’s work be-
ing done is futile at best, be-
cause you’re going to end up 
getting stuck,” he said.
 A drainage solution is 
being worked on for the fire 
station, he said. However, 
there was an issue with Tx-
DOT and trying to drain 
the property to the ditch on 
Washington Street.
 “As far as new stuff goes, 
no, nothing has been ham-
pered by COVID-19,” he 
said. “We’re still allowed to 
be able to do our city infra-
structures as well as resi-
dential construction right 
now. Now, that may change 
as the situation progresses, 
and I kind of expect it to.”
 At that point, both con-
struction as a whole and the 
housing market could slow 
down, he said. 
 “If that happens then 
you’re going to see a major 
slowdown in the residen-
tial developments, which 
will be unfortunate because 
we’ve got a lot of things that 
are positive that are going 
on right now in our town,” 
Kaminski said.

City pushes forward 
on bond projects

A small crew worked at the site of the new station for the Pilot Point Police De-
partment on March 27. 

Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal
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By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
 Coronavirus hasn’t 
closed down facilities at the 
Ray Roberts Lake State 
Park, but the rain has.
 Since March 19, several 
of the campsites and trails 
have been closed because of 
flooding.
 “It’s been pretty busy 
with folks wanting to get 
out of the house and go do 
things,” Park Superinten-
dent Mark Stewart said.
 A notice on the head-
quarters window Monday 
read “No sites available 
without an existing reser-
vation.”
 The office is closed to the 
public, and cash payments 
are not allowed currently to 
minimize the staff’s poten-
tial exposure to COVID-19, 
Stewart said.
 “We encourage them, 
if they want to come out, 
maintain their distance, 
spacing and social distanc-
ing between folks, but we’re 
here and we’re open.”
 Those people have come 
out for fishing, hiking and 
camping.
 While the park as a 
whole is open, the day use, 
fishing pier, Hawthorn 
campsites, Wild Plum 
campsites and equestrian 
trails at the Isle du Bois 
unit are closed because of 
flooding, as are the Buck 
Creek, Pond, Pecan Creek 
and Johnson Branch boat 
ramps.
 Part of the Greenbelt 
Trail is open, but construc-
tion on the rest of the trail 
has been paused because of 
the flooding, Stewart said. 
 “We like the rain, but we 
also don’t like the flooding,” 
Stewart said. 
 As of Tuesday, the lake 
level was at 637.57 feet, 
while the usual lake pool 
elevation is 632.5 feet. The 
flood pool was reported as 
being 62% full. 

 Lewisville Lake regis-
tered at 529.08 feet, as op-
posed to its usual level of 
522. Its flood pool was 68% 
full.
 Consistent rainfall has 
contributed to those lake 
levels, National Weather 
Service Meteorologist Mo-
nique Sellers said Monday.
 “Until we can get a pro-
longed dry period, [flash 
flooding] is going to kind 
of be something we have to 
contend with throughout 
the spring and maybe into 
the summer as well,” Sell-
ers said.
 Although the Army 
Corps of Engineers tries 
to use its system of man-
made lakes to distribute 
water downstream and pre-
vent flooding, widespread 
rainfall filling the system 
makes it difficult for the 
group to release enough 
water fast enough to bring 
lake levels down. 
 And the weather doesn’t 
seem to be cooperating.
 The projections for the 
first two weeks of April 
show rainfall levels “above 
normal,” Sellers said.
 Ray Roberts Lake has 
“had a pretty steady climb 
just throughout those three 
months.” 
 For Lake Lewisville’s 
reporting station, there 
had been rain “recorded 
all but one day in the past 
three months,” Sellers said 
about the time from Jan. 1 
through Monday.
 Spring is generally the 
rainy season, she added, 
with thunderstorms being a 
major contributor.
 “If they sit over an area, 
you can get pretty good 
heavy rainfall over any one 
area and really get some is-
sues going,” Sellers said. 
 Runoff causing flash 
flooding is one of those big 
issues. 
 Record-level rain hit in 
2015, and although Sell-

ers said the question of 
whether this year will 
match it has come up, 
there’s no way to know yet.
“You very much could hit 
a very dry summer, a very 
dry fall, and you kind of av-
erage out for the year,” she 
said. “Then it doesn’t look 
quite as extreme. But, you 
know, for the first part of 
the year, we are starting off 
on the pretty wet side.”
 

Equine Services
• Lameness exams
• Digital radiography
• Reproduction
• Embryo Transfer
• Vaccinations
• Coggins
• Dental
• Emergency Care

Small Animal Services
• Emergency Care
• Spay and Neuter
• Vaccinations

Convenient to Crossroads, Providence, 
Little Elm, Pilot Point, Tioga, Collinsville 

and surrounding areas.

• Dental
• Surgery
• Grooming
• Boarding

During the Month of APRIL

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT NOW
INSTANT REBATE ON HEARTGUARD AND NEXGARD! 
SAVE UP TO $60 Offer Ends 12/31/2020

4600 Hwy 377  Aubrey, TX 
(940) 365-9430A S S O C I A T I O N

P E N N S Y L V A N I A

clean your hands

CORONAVIRUS HELPFUL TIPS FROM THE CDC

Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 
20 seconds especially after you have been in a public place, or after 
blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing.

To learn more, visit www.cdc.gov.

Consistent rainfall leads to area flooding

The level at Ray Roberts Lake has crept over campsites and trails at the Isle du Bois Unit of the state park. 

The Isle du Bois fishing 
pier was completely cov-
ered by the flooded lake 
Monday morning. 

Photos by 
Abigail Allen/

The Post-Signal

By Rowan Lehr
Staff Writer
 A grant for new tornado 
sirens in Pilot Point hasn’t 
materialized and is at a 
standstill.
 The city of Pilot Point 
has a functional tornado 
siren, a non-functional 
tornado siren, and back 
in 2016 sought a grant 
to make repairs and add 
an additional siren, Act-
ing City Secretary JoAnn 
Wright said.
 “We had applied for a 
grant to get partial funding 
for replacement of the si-
rens through the grant and 
that grant did not material-
ize,” Interim City Manager 
Terry Roberts said. “So, we 
have not proceeded any fur-
ther.”
 Former City Secretary 

Allice Holloway applied for 
the grant, he said.
 The grant was applied 
through the Texas Haz-
ardous Mitigation Grant 
Program, Wright said, 
“through the Texas Divi-
sion of Emergency Manage-
ment.”
 GrantWorks helped with 
the process, she said, “which 
isn’t unusual.”
 “We’ve had them work 
for us with several different 
things and they’ll help on 
small ones,” she said.
 The grant was originally 
applied for back in 2016, 
she said. It was received, 
but the funds were held be-
cause of the hurricane that 
happened in 2016.
 “We have two sirens,” 
she said. “One of them is 
not working at the mo-
ment, the other one, which 

is located on the corner of 
Washington and McKin-
ney Street, there’s a pole 
there that has a siren on it, 
it works off and on.”
 When that was discov-
ered, the city started look-
ing at upgrade options, she 
said.
 “The grant was to go 
ahead and purchase an-
other one and get these 
other two fixed,” she said. 
“We had determined it 
would be better if we had 
three.”
 The idea was to have 
three sirens and position 
them for optimal coverage, 
she said. 
 “When it came up for 
discussion at the coun-
cil level, I actually did get 
a call from the Denton 
County Emergency Man-
agement Agency,” Roberts 

said. 
 The agency told him to 
encourage residents to sign 
up for weather notifications 
on their phones via apps.
 “We realize that there’s 
other means of getting 
word out there, that there 
are problems,” Wright said. 
“We have Code Red, which 
works.”
 The sirens are just an 
extra precaution for people 
who might not have phone 
access, she said.
 “He wasn’t discouraging 
us from continuing to ap-
ply for the grant,” Roberts 
said. “And, I want to think 
the grant match was going 
to be somewhere on the or-
der of $15-20,000, which 
is probably money that we 
don’t really have a lot of re-
serves to pay for. So, it’s 
nothing we pursued further 

since the grant did not ma-
terialize.” 
 An application was 
made again and continuing 
to pursue it became a topic 
of discussion again at that 
point, he said. 
 Rebekah Norris-Ramirez, 
a woman who lives in the ex-
traterritorial jurisdiction of 
Pilot Point, supplied infor-
mation about the grant to the 
City Council.
 “We found out we had 
to reapply for it,” Wright 
said. “And that was when 
Rebecca had done her re-
search, she contacted us, 
and we went ahead and ap-
plied for it again. The state 
ran out of money before 
they got to us.”
 Funding might have 
been an issue had the grant 
been approved, Roberts 
said. 

 “We were willing to pur-
sue it, but the bottom line 
is we were told we did not 
make the funding for it and 
so we really didn’t have to 
cross the threshold ques-
tion of, now that we’ve been 
approved for it are we going 
to come up with our match 
and go for it, because the 
answer that we got back 
was that we didn’t make 
the funding for the grant,” 
he said. “So that pretty 
much ended the consider-
ation of upgrading the si-
rens.”
 The application was sent 
again in January, Wright 
said. 
 “We received a letter 
that was dated March 5 
stating we did not get the 
grant this time,” she said.

Pilot Point denied grant to fix tornado sirens
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