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We are so excited to have you and your family here at Ray Roberts Lake this summer! 

This has been another challenging year for everyone, with rising fuel prices putting a 

significant strain on everyone's summer travel plans. Rest assured, whether you are 

traveling from out of town or are one of our neighbors taking a quick "Staycation", 

you're going to have a great experience at a great value here at the lake. Our agency's 

motto is "Life's Better Outside." So, no matter how you enjoy connecting with the 

outdoors, with numerous park units equipped with a wide variety of recreational 

opportunities, Ray Roberts Lake State Park and our many local businesses around the 

lake make for the perfect place to make lifelong memories with your family and 

friends. 

Come play for the day on the lakeside beaches or camp overnight at our two primary 

parks, located at Johnson Branch and Isle Du Bois. Take a stroll through the beautiful 

woods along some of our easy paved pathways or challenge yourself on miles of 

mountain biking trails that can also be found there. Bring your favorite horse, camp 

at the Bluestem Campground, and explore the many miles of equestrian trails. 

Continue your journey down the Elm Fork of the Trinity River along the trails of the 

Greenbelt Corridor. Here you can explore on foot, bike, kayak, or horseback. 

Grab your rod and reel and catch a big one at the fishing piers located at Isle du Bois, 

Lake Ray Roberts Marina, or on the Greenbelt. Take your adventure out on Lake Ray 

Roberts by launching your own boat from one of the 7 parks with boat ramps 

surrounding the lake. There are also pontoon boats and kayaks available for rent at 

the full-service Lake Ray Roberts Marina, near Sanger, as well as at the Lone Star 

Lodge and Marina located at Jordan Park. Lone Star Lodge also offers comfortable 

hotel rooms for an extended lakeside experience and event space for your next 

wedding, party, or any other lakeside gatherings. 

We look forward to seeing you out in the parks here at Ray Roberts Lake this summer. 

Please let us know if we can assist you in any way before, during, or after your visit. 

A friendly Park Ranger can usually be found at our Park Headquarters facilities or 

often roaming around serving the numerous park units. We'd be happy to assist you 

in any way we can, so don't hesitate to call on us any time. Welcome to Ray Roberts 

Lake and thank you for visiting with us. 

ll.��
Robbie Memtt 

Park Superintendent 

Ray Roberts Lake State Park Complex 

To manage and conserve the natural and cultural resources of Texas and to provide hunting, fishing 

and outdoor recreation opportunities for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations. 
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By Abigail Allen
Managing Editor
 Every year, thousands of people 
filter in and out of the Ray Roberts 
Lake State Park system, spending 
money at the park and in the busi-
nesses surrounding it.
 In 2018, Dr. John Crompton of 
Texas A&M University conduct-
ed a study of the economic impact 
non-local visitors had to the Ray 
Roberts Lake State Park units, 
which generated a little more than 
$371,000 in sales tax and an over-
all economic value add of $7.3 mil-
lion.
 “The number of visitors is still 
going up, even though we were in 
our reduced capacities,” Isle du 
Bois Unit Superintendent Mark 
Stewart said. “And even this year, 
we’re getting out of our reduced ca-
pacities, back to normal, and we’re 
selling out almost every weekend.”
 Making a reservation in ad-
vance is highly recommended, 
Stewart said.
 When the visitors come out, 
whether that’s for a weekend stay, 
a day trip or a special event, they 
often stop at area businesses to 
fuel up, enjoy their time or find 
something to take back home.
 With the increased number of 
visitors holding true, “the numbers 
should be much higher now,” Stew-
art said.
 There were more than 410,000 
visitors in 2019.
 When they come to the head-
quarters and ask about what’s 
available locally, the park staff can 
help direct them toward Pilot Point 
and the surrounding towns for res-
taurants and shopping.
 Seeing the new name of a stor-
age business, which is now Dry 
Dock and Lock, in Pilot Point, feels 
like a step in the right direction 
for having the lake represented in 
town.
 Denise Morris, the Pilot Point 
Municipal Development District’s 
executive director, also sees that as 
a good sign.
 “A couple of people were like, 
‘Look, it’s a sign of the lake. We 
talked about that with Texas Parks 
and Wildlife. It’s subtle. It’s small 

things like that that start lending 
themselves [to showing the lake is 
nearby].”
 The benefits the city sees comes 
more in the indirect economic im-
pact—“people shopping in our gro-
cery stores and boutiques on the 
square, eating in our restaurants, 
using our hotel that will be forth-
coming.”
 One attempt to draw people in 
is the Visit Pilot Point campaign, 
which started a couple of years 
ago.
 “When we helped cohost the 
Bassmaster Classic, that’s when 

the Lovin’ the Lake campaign got 
started,” Morris said. 
 There’s an intentional push on-
line to help connect the city to 
the lake, “and the businesses that 
enhance that, that are in Pilot 
Point,” Morris said.
 Having visitors frequent local 
businesses provides that indirect 
benefit.
 “We’re not getting the tick-
et sales at the gate,” Morris said. 
“But when they can’t get their 
marshmallows out there, or their 
drinks, or their fishing pole, or 
they get a flat tire, or they gas up 

before they get there or they want 
to eat when they’re coming off, … 
those are all indirect impacts from 
the economic impact of having that 
lake there.”
 The city also tries to pair activ-
ities with big events on the lake, 
such as the Big Reel Market when 
the Bassmaster Classic was in 
town.
 Another indirect impact the 
lake has is making Pilot Point, Au-
brey, Tioga and the surrounding 
cities more appealing because of 
their proximity to the lake. 
 “The opportunity that the 500 
boat slip marina can have on the 
community from an activity stand-
point, from an indirect economic 
impact standpoint, are very entic-
ing to [home builders and compa-
nies],” Morris said.
 The Lone Star Lodge and Ma-
rina is approaching its long-term 
goal of remodeling the existing fa-
cility and expanding what it has to 
offer, which will also include RV 
sites, boat storage and added rent-
als.
 It also features a hotel and is 
a site for special events including 
weddings. 
 That marina and the Lake Ray 
Roberts Marina in Sanger are pri-
vate entities that work with the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment as well as the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, and both gen-
erate revenue on site.
 The state park units have also 
been the location of weddings, 
birthday parties and family re-
unions, among other special events.
 There are a couple of things in 
the works that would also help gen-
erate both revenue for the park and 
opportunities for visitors: a rent-
al operation for kayaks and paddle-
boards within Isle du Bois and food 
trucks being available.
 The state park also provides 
jobs, which provides more benefit 
back to the community.
 Field trips coming out to the 
park also help generate money, 
Stewart said.
  “They bring a busload of kids—
... usually all the parents come 
along and they’re all in their own 
individual vehicles and they stop 
and get gas or snacks or drinks,” 
Stewart said.
 Helping people fall in love with 
the park is the goal, he added.

Lake benefits area

Based on a 2018 study and the figures collected by the Ray Roberts 
Lake State Park units, the park provides more than $7.3 million in 
economic value to the area and around $370,000 in sales tax revenue.

Graphic Courtesy of TPWD

Ray Roberts produces
direct, indirect
financial impact
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Photo by Chance Kirby

Our guide to your summer of fun at      
Lake Ray Roberts includes:

♦ Rentals, including pontoon boats, jet skis and 
kayaks 

♦ How to book your guided fishing tour for the catch 
of your life

♦ Pro tips on how to have a great time throughout 
the state park for the entire family

GET READY TO BE ON LAKE 
TIME ALL SUMMER LONG!

EXPLORE PILOT POINT BEFORE AND AFTER YOUR LAKE DAY

Lone Star Lodge Resort & Marina
2200 FM 1192 | 940-686-0261 | lonestar-lodge.com

Lake Ray Roberts State Park camping
100 PW 4137 | 940-686-2148
Online campsite registry available at tpwd.texas.gov

Four Horsemen Travel Lodge
1301 US 377 | 940-686-2256

SHOPSHOP EATEAT DISCOVERDISCOVER

WHERE TO STAYHOW TO PLAY

�� visitpilotpoint.org

@visitpilotpoint

FOR LISTINGS, 
GUIDES AND MORE
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By Basil Gist
Staff Writer
 Having settled in well, a 
counterpart to the coyotes 
and bobcats atop the Ray 
Roberts Lake food chain, is 
the lake’s human head.
 At the top of the Ray Rob-
erts ladder for just over a 
year in May is Robbie Mer-
ritt in the position of park 
complex superintendent.
 “We’re all a product of 
our experience and that 
builds intuition as you go 
up the ladder,” Merritt said. 
“The biggest challenge is 
the broader scope of things 
here.”
 In his previous superin-
tendent positions, first at 
Goliad for three years then 
Corpus Christi for nine af-
ter that, it was not only the 
scale, but the nature of the 
work which differed.
 “I started off at a pretty 
small park where we didn’t 
have a big staff, so I had 
to do everything from the 
maintenance work to office 
work to law enforcement,” 
Merritt said. “That stuck 
with me as I’ve come up the 
ladder and helps me relate 
to our staff and volunteers; 
I’ve done what they’re do-
ing.”
 Merritt explained a key 
distinction between per-
ception and reality when it 
comes to joining the park’s 
team, one he’s found some 
more gung-ho recruits find 
difficult.
 “The biggest thing we 
do in state parks is manage 
people,” Merritt said. “[New 
workers] want to be out in 
the woods, they don’t want 
to deal with people but that’s 
really what we do - we man-
age people in the parks.”
 The superintendent ex-
pressed that the aspect of 
the scale which proved most 
trying was maintaining con-
nections with the many indi-
viduals who make the parks 
happen.
 “I’m a pretty hands-on 
guy, and the biggest chal-
lenge has been at this lev-
el you’ve got to let go of 
the weeks and just encour-

age and support your peo-
ple while they do their jobs,” 
Merritt said. “Trying to 
build and maintain those re-
lationships with people both 
up and down the chain has 
been a challenge for me.”
 Living on the park, aside 
from making getting away 
from work a trial of its own, 
has actually proven help-
ful in this task, Merritt ex-

plained.
 “I live in Johnson 
Branch, but my office is at 
Isle du Bois, so that’s helped 
tremendously,” Merritt said. 
“I try to be intentional about 
stopping, visiting and help-
ing out where I can.”
 Though state parks are 
his career, Merritt has also 
found they are an important 
hobby for him and his fami-

ly.
 “Most of our getaways 
and vacations are visiting 
parks, going to other plac-
es and seeing the sights,” 
Merritt said. “We like to 
get away from the park and 
go see something else; we 
like doing weekend jaunts to 
state parks all around.”
 Having no shortage of al-
ternate locals from his home 

base at the lake, Merritt was 
pressed when asked for a fa-
vorite, but among his more 
recent getaways, he had to 
peg Palo Duro Canyon with 
its craterous expanse you 
don’t even know is there un-
til you’re right up on it, he 
said.
 “It almost doesn’t look 
like Texas,” Merritt said.

Merritt looks back on first year

Robbie Merritt has been at the helm of the Ray Roberts Lake State Park complex for a year.
Basil Gist/The Post-Signal
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By Basil Gist
Staff Writer
 The appeal of a day on the 
water as the Texas sun beats 
down cannot be understated, 
but neither can the importance 
of safety during those aquatic 
escapades.

Stormy McCuistion, a game 
warden for Ray Roberts Lake, 
laid out the basics of safety on 
the water, hinging on the im-
portance of being conscious of 
one’s surroundings.    

“If you’re getting on the wa-
ter, you need to have a game 
plan as to where you’re going, 
what you’re going to do and al-
ways let someone know where 
you’re going,” McCuistion said. 
“Your senses have got to be 
times five when you’re on the 
water; the main thing is to try 
to be safe and keep your family 
safe.”

Before and in tandem with 
safety with regard to boating 
comes law and registration.

“There are all kinds of laws 

and rules that you need to abide 
by,” McCuistion said. “You’re 
required to have a wearable life 
jacket for everyone that’s on 
your boat as well as a sound pro-
ducing device. You’re required 
to carry a type four throw cush-
ion and your registration card. 
If you’re coming in at dark, you 
need to have all your lights on.”

These laws, including the 
necessary registration, are de-
signed to keep boaters safe.

“Most bad experiences are 
with inexperienced boaters,” 
McCuistion said.

Even without a vessel, lake 
goers headed for the water need 
to practice safety.

“Ultimately it’s a person’s 
decision; there is a third of that 
swim beach that you can’t touch 
bottom,” McCuistion said in 
reference to the beach at Isle du 
Bois. “You’ve got to know your 
limitations, absolutely.”

McCuistion pressed the val-
ue of a life jacket.

“Wearing a life jacket if you 
don’t know how to swim is im-
perative,” McCuistion said. 
“I’ve dealt with over seven-
ty drowning victims, none of 
which have had a life jacket on.”

Strong swimmers, those 
comfortable without a jacket, 
must be duly conscious.

“It’s fatigue or cramps,” Mc-
Cuistion said. “Your body seizes 

up, and you can’t do anything. 
Normally the reason people 
drown is because they don’t re-
spect the water.”

Though he spends his sum-
mers on the water, McCuistion 
is none too fond of the water, a 
side effect of his occupation, he 
said.

“The water scares me to 
death,” McCuistion said. “It 
does not discriminate.”

In spite of the risks involved, 
however far-fetched they may 
feel preemptively, residents 
of the Ranch Cities looking to 
spend their time on local lakes 
would do well to adopt safety 
practices as they take to the wa-
ter.

“You’ve got to respect the 
water; it does not matter how 
old you are, how young you are, 
how good of a swimmer you 
are,” McCuistion said. “I have 
pulled 4-year-olds out of the wa-
ter all the way to 80-year-olds.”

Water safety habits provide peace of mind
Cook Chil-
dren’s has 
started pro-
viding life 
jackets that 
visitors to 
the Ray Rob-
erts Lake 
park sys-
tem can use 
when they 
come out to 
enjoy the 
lake.

Abigail Allen/
The Post-Signal
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Live Fully For God
Helping People 

9540 HWY 377 South      Pilot Point, TX 76258

(940) 365 9312       midwaychurch.org

SUNDAYS 9:30 & 11AM

Reminders 
on hand

Ray Roberts 
Lake State Park 
staff members 
and volunteers 
stand ready to 
hand out Leave 
No Trace neck-
laces as remind-
ers to the stu-
dents on a field 
trip how to treat 
the park.

Abigail Allen/
The Post-Signal
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By Basil Gist
Staff Writer
 With the lake and surrounding 
parks within spitting distance of 
the Ranch Cities, residents would 
be remiss not to take to nature this 
summer.
  Though some time on the trails, 
in the water and at the campsites 
may be just what the doctor or-
dered, enjoying those spaces in a 
way that lets them persist to be en-
joyed again is crucial.
 “Some people don’t even under-
stand the impact they are leaving,” 
Isle du Bois Interpretive Ranger 
Mindy Shumate said. “It is nature’s 
home; we are the visitors.”
 Shumate, along with many rang-
ers, is a proponent of Leave No 
Trace, an organization which cre-
ated a set of principles designed to 
keep people mindful of the influ-
ence they have on natural spaces.
 “It’s basically impossible to leave 
‘no’ trace, but if we called it ‘leave 
little trace,’ it wouldn’t be as mean-
ingful,” Shumate said. “It’s all 
about minimizing your impact. If 
every park visitor was more mind-
ful of minimizing their impact on 
the natural areas that we love so 
much, then everyone’s going to get 
more out of them.”
 The four core principles are 
know before you go, don’t be a par-
ty pooper, trash talk and better to-
gether.
 “Plan ahead and prepare, you 
can always reach out to us to help 
better prepare for your trip,” Shu-
mate said. “Travel and camp on du-
rable surfaces, our park provides 
camp pads. They’re designated ar-
eas for people to always put their 
tents.”
 The subject of waste applies to 
both that of the human and animal 

variety.
 “If you know you’re bringing 
your dog to the park, just bring 
some bags to pick up after them,” 

Shumate said. “Not only can [leav-
ing droppings] disturb other peo-
ple’s experience on the trail, … it 
can also interfere with the wild-

life’s behavior.”
 Most national parks make dis-
posing of trash a breeze.
 “We have dumpsters at every 
camp loop, down at the day use, at 
the dump station and we are also 
very happy about having a recy-
cling dumpster down at our dump 
station,” Shumate said. “Our park 
hosts are very familiar with the 
leave no trace principles, some of 
them just always have trash bags on 
them and like to hand them out to 
people in the park.”
 The final broad Leave No Trace 
principles applies not to wildlife, 
but to other visitors.
 “This might be one family’s va-
cation for the entire year, and ev-
eryone enjoys these natural spac-
es differently,” Shumate said. “The 
way someone enjoys it might inter-
fere with the way you’re enjoying 
it, but that’s kind of the beauty of 
it being a public space and a large 
park.”
 More information about Leave 
No Trace is as close as a quick inter-
net search or dropping by a park’s 
nature center and asking.
 “I would encourage people to vis-
it the LNT.org website and learn 
more about it,” Shumate said. “Any-
thing and everything that we check 
out for free to individuals, … in-
cludes little cards about Leave No 
Trace because again, it is about ed-
ucation and introducing people to 
the topic.”
 Though the principles of Leave 
No Trace are just that, many of its 
guidelines intersect with the park’s 
hard and fast rules.
 “Not only the animal itself, but 
the animal’s home, is worth re-
specting,” Shumate said. “Keep the 
wild areas wild.”

Park staff says ‘Leave no trace’
Leave No Trace Basics

Enjoy Your World. Leave No Trace. 

Say hello to the great outdoors! Now that you’re here, you are invited to help keep 
these places healthy and beautiful. As people are getting outside in record numbers, 
the need to put Leave No Trace skills and ethics into action to minimize our collective 
impact is more important than ever. To join in, here’s what you need to know:

Look up the areas you plan to visit online or contact 
the local visitor center.

Knowing things such as road conditions, weather 
and available facilities is important. 

Be sure to bring all the basics: food, extra water, and 
a bag to take trash home with you.

Packing extra items such as sunscreen, extra cloth-
ing layers, a basic �rst aid kit, rain gear and a map is 
always a safe bet.

Pack it in, pack it out! Pick up all your trash and pack 
it out or dispose of it in a trashcan.

Natural items such as orange and banana peels, 
apple cores and nutshells can take years to decom-
pose. Pack those out too.

Food scraps attract and harm wildlife, which in turn 
can put people at risk. 

Pet waste is a health hazard for both people and 
animals. Pet waste can lead to the rise of invasive 
species and can spread diseases which harms water, 
plants and wildlife that call this place home. Pack out 
your pet waste.

Need to go but bathrooms are closed? First, walk at 
least 70 steps away from trails, water and people. If 
you have to poop, either 1) Dig a "cat hole" 6 inches+ 
deep, dispose of your waste in the hole, cover it, and 
pack out your toilet paper, or 2) Use a "wag bag" (a 
disposable bag to poop in, found in most outdoor 
stores) so you can pack out your waste.

We all share the outdoors. Everyone may have 
di�erent ideas and expectations about what it 
means to be outside but we all must be respectful of 
others we encounter.

Let’s all do our part to make the outdoors inclusive 
and welcoming to everyone. A friendly smile at 
people you encounter can go a long way.

Know Before
You Go

Trash
Talk 

Don’t Be a
Party Pooper

Better
Together

© 2020, Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics: www.LNT.org

How to Enjoy the Outdoors Responsibly

Tonia Helton, M.A, LPC
214-620-6773 • Pilot Point

heltoncounseling.net
WWW.NEUPLUMBING.COMPilot Point Texas WWW.NEUPLUMBING.COMPilot Point Texas

WWW.NEUPLUMBING.COMPilot Point Texas WWW.NEUPLUMBING.COMPilot Point Texas

The state park staff uses graphics like this to help people understand how to 
help care for their environment.                  Graphic Courtesy of TPWD
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By Joe Fragano
Staff Writer
 Ray Roberts Lake State Park 
boasts multiple ways for the outdoorsy 
type to enjoy a day on the lake, but ev-
ery one of them requires a certain level 
of preparation.
 There are a few bare necessities 
that a park visitor should have covered 
no matter what their plans are. 
 Sunblock and plenty of drink-
ing water are two staples a park visi-
tor will not want to run out of as they 
spend their day in the Texas sun at 
Isle du Bois. 
 Those essentials can be found at 

any drugstore or supermarket, but 
there are some other activities avail-
able at Isle du Bois that require a little 
more specialized shopping.
 Prepping for a day at the lake does 
not have to be a chore. 
 A trip south to Cabela’s in Fort 
Worth or to The Colony for a visit to 
Scheels can be a fun day trip, and ev-
erything you might need for a day at 
the lake is on the shelves at the sports 
and outdoors megastores.

Gearing up for a day on the lake

Ace Hardware has supplies for fishing and camping on hand to help equip people before they head to the lake.
Photos by Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal

A new fishing supply store, 360 Bait 
and Tackle, offers a variety of fishing 
supplies in Pilot Point.
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911 S. Hwy. 377 • Aubrey •  940-365-4444

DAVIDDAVID
AUTO PARTSAUTO PARTS

221 S. Jefferson • Pilot Point • 686-0775
Russell David, Owner/Manager

20+ years of serving 
your auto parts needs

Locally owned
& operated

Parts for all makes of vehicles
• Lubricants for tuneups (oil, fi lters, plugs)
• Oxygen & acetylene • Welding supplies
• New brand of car detailing

 If you want to stay a little more lo-
cal, you can still find everything you 
need for a day at the lake in the imme-
diate area. 
 Atwoods Ranch and Home in Cross 
Roads has an outdoor recreation de-
partment fully stocked with the essen-
tials for camping, fishing and boating. 
Academy Sports + Outdoors, Walmart 
and Tractor Supply also offer fishing 
supplies.
 Anglers prepping to drop their line 
in the water for the day could surely 
find the basics at Cabela’s, Scheels or 
Atwoods, but those looking for some-
thing more specialized or for specif-
ic types of bait would be better suited 
at one of the smaller shops around the 
area.
  Jay Lindsey and Zane Harper are 
two local fishermen who fished the wa-
ters of Ray Roberts Lake at the state 
park’s Isle du Bois branch recently. 
Lindsey and Harper prefer their local 
bait shop in Sanger for their fishing 
trips.
 “The Sportsman [in Sanger], we 
got some minnows there,” Harper said. 
“We brought some chicken livers for 
catfish.”

 There are a number of options for 
bait and fishing gear in Pilot Point in-
cluding 360 Bait and Tackle, Xcite 
Baits, Pour House Custom Baits, Ace 
Hardware and several local conve-
nience stores. Some of the smaller gas 
stations like Texas Oasis in Tioga offer 
bait options as well. Cordell Outdoorz 
in Tioga carries fishing rods, reels and 
lures.
 Not everyone visits Ray Roberts 
Lake to fish. 
 One of the park’s most popular 
draws are the swimming areas where 
people escape the heat for an afternoon 
splashing on the shores of the lake. 
 Not far from some of the state 
park’s swimming areas are usual-
ly picnic grounds and charcoal grills 
for prepping an afternoon meal on the 
lake.
 It is common for families to bring 
food and drink into the park, but there 
are rules to be followed as well. 
 The Ray Roberts Lake State Park 
has regulations on their website detail-
ing protocols for what can and cannot 
be brought into the park at tpwd.texas.
gov/state-parks/ray-roberts-lake.

Area stores provide lake supplies

Ace is the place to gear up 
for  the Great Outdoors!

Fishing Equipment | Tents | Coolers |  Lanterns Fishing Equipment | Tents | Coolers |  Lanterns 
Camp Stoves | Cooking Fuel | Much More!Camp Stoves | Cooking Fuel | Much More!

316 S. Hwy 377 Pilot Point TX 76258 M-F 7-7 Sat. 8-5 940-686-5311
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Spending a day  at Isle du Bois

By Joe Fragano
Staff Writer
 Ray Roberts Lake State Park fea-
tures many ways for outdoors enthusi-
asts to enjoy the natural beauty of the 
lake and its surrounding areas, and the 
park’s Isle du Bois branch makes for a 
full day of outdoor fun.
 One way to start your day at Isle du 
Bois is by making a trip through the 
Greenbelt Corridor, an 11-mile net-
work of trails that starts at U.S. 380 and 
winds through some of the state park’s 
most scenic areas before ending right 
at Isle du Bois’ entrance. There are also 
two other Greenbelt entrances, one west 
of Aubrey off of FM 428 and another one 
farther north off of FM 455, for those in-
terested in shortening the trip by a cou-
ple of miles.
 The trail is friendly to walkers, jog-
gers, bikers and even equestrians. Each 
entrance has parking for regular vehi-
cles and equestrian trailers, and they all 
have wheelchair-friendly access points. 
At the FM 428 entrance, there is a spot 
to launch a canoe or kayak into the creek 
that runs parallel to the trails through 
the length of the Greenbelt.

Two fishermen work on cleaning their catches at the Fish Cleaning Shelter within the Isle du Bois Unit.
Photos by Joe Fragano/The Post-Signal

The campsites within the Isle du Bois Unit of the Ray Roberts Lake State Park are full nearly every weekend.
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The Chandler family has been designing and 
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marked by an assembly line. Chandler Cabinets 
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DFW Metroplex with the highest quality of 
custom cabinetry. Family owned and operated 
since 1976, we personally guarantee the 
superiority of our cabinetry. 

1110 JC Lane, Pilot Point, TX 76258 • (940) 686-5770 • info@chandlercabinets.net
chandlercabinets.net

 After a trip through the Greenbelt, 
there are all kinds of activities available 
at Isle du Bois. Immediately after enter-
ing the park is the branch’s Interpretive 
Center, a small museum with a collection 
of exhibits highlighting the history of 
the park as well as some of the flora and 
fauna that can be found around Isle du 
Bois.
 One of the more popular areas of the 
branch for those visiting for the day is 
the western tip of the park. There visi-
tors can find a spacious stretch of beach-
front and a designated swimming area 
perfect for cooling off after a day spent 
hiking in the sun.
 In the same area, there are also multi-
ple playgrounds, a fishing pier, boat slip 
and covered picnic tables. There are en-
trances to several of Isle du Bois’ trails 
not far from the central beach area as 
well. If your trip to Isle du Bois is a day 
trip, this is the perfect spot to spend it.
 Campers and other visitors who have 
more time to explore all that Isle du Bois 
has to offer will find a variety of options 
for extending their stay. The Lone Star 
Lodge Resort and Marina sits on an el-
evated ridge in the Jordan Park area lo-
cated on the northern tip of Isle du Bois. 
The lodge’s outdoor patio area boasts one 

of the most scenic views to be found in 
the state park and a path to another boat 
slip.
 If exploring the network of trails in 
Isle du Bois main area is of interest, mul-
tiple campsites offer the most immediate 
access. The Hawthorne and Wild Plum 
campgrounds have primitive camping 

sites for pitching a tent, and there are 
two other campsites that have water and 
electric hookups for RVs.
 Quail Run and Deer Ridge are Isle 
du Bois’ two largest campgrounds, each 
with dozens of spots for parking an RV. 
The two campsites are on opposite ends 
of Isle du Bois’ main park area, so they 

both have different trails, scenic points, 
and other features that separate them 
from the other campsite.
 Winding through each of the Isle 
du Bois campsites is the park’s main 
trail, the 2.8-mile Randy Bell Scenic 
Trail. The trail is a paved, easily acces-
sible track that is friendly to all hikers, 
but there are more trails to be explored 
around the park like the half-mile Lost 
Pines Trail at the park’s entrance and a 
short pathway to the kids fishing pond 
near Bluestem Grove.
 Bikers can find several entry points 
to Isle du Bois’ Dallas Off-Road Bik-
ing Association trails. The trails vary 
in both difficulty and length. Some are 
short like DORBA trail loops A and B, 
which are less than a mile combined. 
Others, like trail loop E, are over nine 
miles in length.
 When planning a trip to Isle du Bois, 
be sure to check the park’s website and 
Facebook page to see what special events 
might be occurring in the park on the 
day of your visit. The Lost Pines Am-
phitheater is often used by park staff for 
ranger-led activities, animal encounters 
and other educational programs for fam-
ilies to participate in together.

A pair of anglers document the bass that came out of Ray Roberts in April.
Beau Foster/The Post-Signal

Swim beach, trails provide family fun at Isle du Bois, Greenbelt
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By Joe Fragano
Staff Writer
 Those paying a visit to 
Ray Roberts Lake State 
Park’s Isle du Bois Unit 
this summer are greeted by 
the park’s cheerful custom-
er service representatives 
at the front entrance, who 
have found a way to spend 
their summers working in 
the great outdoors.
 Any of a number of rep-
resentatives may be man-
ning Isle du Bois’ front 
gate on a given day, but two 
of the park’s friendly fac-

es that will spend this sum-
mer checking in guests are 
Austin Sheltman and Lizzy 
Slater. Sheltman is a full-
time employee of the state 
park, and Slater is a Pilot 
Point High School student 
working for the summer.
 Everyone who visits the 
branch comes in through 
the front gate, and every-
one who places a call to the 
branch is answered by one 
of the customer service rep-
resentatives at the same fa-
cility. It is up to customer 
service representatives like 

Sheltman and Slater to di-
rect calls, answer questions 
and ensure everyone has the 
information they need to 
spend a fun day at the state 
park.
 “We’re pretty much the 
first line of contact for any 
customer,” Sheltman said. 
“We also handle dispatch-
ing calls out. If we have any 
issues in the park, we call 
out to our park rangers to 
go and handle the situation. 
Basically, park management 
takes place in this office.”
 There are plenty of ways 

for high school students to 
spend their summers mak-
ing some extra cash, but 
not many can offer Texas’ 
fourth-largest state park as 
an office space. Slater said 
she has found that, over the 
course of her shifts, she has 
been stumbling upon some 
of the best spots in the park 
to return to later with her 
friends on her own time.
 “Every once in a while, 
I’ll check in a camper and 
I’m like, ‘Man, I want to 
camp at that site,’” Slater 
said. “I’ll text my friends, 

‘Hey, when are we free, 
guys?’”
 Every job has its chal-
lenges. For Sheltman, Slat-
er and the other custom-
er service representatives 
at Isle du Bois, one of those 
challenges is upholding the 
rules and regulations of the 
park to visitors. While the 
majority of visitors come in 
and out of the park without 
issue, Isle du Bois’ customer 
service representatives of-
ten find themselves having 
tough conversations with 
some park patrons.

Austin Sheltman and Lizzy Slater are getting their footing at the Isle du Bois Unit.               Joe Fragano/The Post-Signal

Fresh faces greet state park visitors
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 “It’s kind of hard sometimes be-
cause we do fill up and have to tell 
people there’s no more access,” Shel-
tman said. “That’s one of the hard-
est things. When people are coming 
to have fun, [we have] to kind of be 
the damper on that. We try to keep 
it as light as we can and recommend 
alternatives to being able to come 
out [to Isle du Bois] or send them to 
other parks where they are able to 
enjoy themselves.”
 A native of Pilot Point, Shelt-
man grew up with the state park as 
his backyard. Sheltman looked out 
for job opportunities as they arose 
at the state park and nabbed a full-
time position at Isle du Bois when it 
became available at the beginning 

of this year.
 The Texas Parks and Wildlife De-
partment is a big operation. With 89 
state parks spread across the Lone 
Star State and countless represen-
tatives, there is no telling where 
or when an opportunity for an ad-
vancement will pop up. Sheltman 
plans to keep an eye on his future in-
side the department while he lays a 
foundation for his career at Isle du 
Bois.
 “One of my favorite things about 
this place is I’m not making money 
for someone else,” Sheltman said. 
“We’re not for profit. We’re doing 
a service for people. … I’m going to 
stick it out as long as I can and see if 
I can get some promotions in the fu-

ture here.”
 Slater knew about the job because 
her brothers had worked it in the 
past when they were high schoolers. 
Because she was familiar with the 
role, Slater decided to continue the 
tradition.
 Slater’s summer gig at Isle du 
Bois is less about her career path 
and more about spending her sum-
mer vacation in a rewarding and en-
joyable work environment. Never-
theless, graduation is right around 
the corner and Slater said she knows 
she is earning valuable experience 
at Isle du Bois, no matter what field 
she goes into in the future.
 “In between my junior and senior 
year, [it’s a good first job], but it’s 

also really fun to do,” Slater said. 
“It’s not like other jobs you can find 
around here. … I may or may not go 
into environmental science. I nev-
er really thought about it before un-
til I got this job. But [the job] still 
helps me with accounting if I want 
to go into business. It still puts my 
foot into some kind of door to get me 
somewhere.”
 You may not be greeted by Shel-
tman or Slater personally on your 
next trip to Isle du Bois, but you are 
sure to be welcomed by another one 
of the branch’s smiling faces dedi-
cated to making sure everyone’s vis-
it to the state park goes smoothly.

Slater, Sheltman settle in on staff at Isle du Bois

Go behind the headlines and save!
 Read � e Post-Signal for two months FREE with a trial subscription.

at postsignal.com/trial 
or call 940-686-2169
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Hanging on
A single stubborn tree clings to the edge of a cliff facing the Ray Roberts Lake by part of its root system. The tree has held on through several seasons, as well as 
the three most recent winter storms.                     Beau Foster/The Post-Signal
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On display
Daniel Rios, who runs the 
Greenbelt Corridor unit, 
helps provide information 
to a school group about 
the skins and skulls of an-
imals who call Ray Rob-
erts home.

Abigail Allen/
The Post-Signal
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By Basil Gist
Staff Writer
 A day at the lake can look a lot of dif-
ferent ways, and Park Interpretive 
Ranger Elizabeth ‘Izzy’ Mabry offers a 
few ways it can look at Ray Roberts Lake 
Johnson Branch Unit.
 Between hiking, fishing, archery and 
a recently opened nature center, the op-
portunities for a day in the great out-
doors are in no short supply.
 “When you come in here, we want you 
to have an amazing first experience so 
you keep coming back,” Mabry said.
 Starting at headquarters with check 
in, nearby sits the Nature Center, opened 
last October.
 “It’s not even a year old yet, nice and 
shiny and brand new,” Mabry said. “We 
have taxidermy and furs that kids and 
families can touch. If they’ve never got-
ten the chance to actually touch a beaver 
[for instance], they can touch a beaver 
pelt.”
 Though their pelts are featured in 
the center, beavers are far from the most 
likely forest denizens one might encoun-
ter on the trails at Johnson Branch.
 “You have a great chance to see a lot 

of fantastic wildlife, especially right 
now - we have a ton of migrating birds,” 
Mabry said. “Our normal wildlife that 
are most common to be seen are our deer; 
we also have families of bobcats.”
 The park even features a patriotic 
resident.
 “We actually have one bald eagle that 
likes to hang around,” Mabry said. “He’s 
been spotted a couple of times.”
 The best place to spot the aforemen-
tioned locals is of course along the park’s 
selection of trails.
 “Our trails are not super difficult un-
less you go on our DORBA trail,” Mabry 
said. “That trail is a lot harder because 
people who come out to mountain bike 
usually are more experienced.”
 For the novice hiker or even the al-
ternately abled, the park offers an ADA 
friendly concrete trail among its many 
others.
 “We recommend a shorter trail until 
you get comfortable and then take on the 
DORBA,” Mabry said.
 For those less experienced bikers 
even, the other trails are non-discrimi-
natory.
 “Most of our trails you can do either/

Pavilions, beach and water are well populated by families celebrating Father’s Day at the Johnson Branch Unit.
Photos by Basil Gist/The Post-Signal

Plan a day at Johnson Branch

Eastyn Freer, center, got a feel of the Nature Center’s selection of pelts, includ-
ing beaver, fox, skunk and racoon, much to the delight of mother Cara, right, 
and the center’s host on duty and Master Naturalist Sheri Finter.
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or on,” Mabry said. “Usually, bikers are 
really good about yelling out if they’re 
on the left or right so you can move over.”
 If long walks aren’t your thing, never 
fear.
 “We have two beach areas where they 
can just come and stand or swim,” Mabry 
said. “[Plus] a lot of people don’t realize 
that at state parks, if you’re on land, you 
don’t need a fi shing license to fi sh, we 
have loaner fi shing poles and tackle.”
 To appeal to the younger attendees, 
the park has a special program.
 “We have a program called junior 
rangers. It’s a book full of activities 
based on their age,” Mabry said. “When 
they fi nish their activities for their age 
group, they can bring it to any park. 
There’s a pledge at the end and then we 
can present them with a badge, and they 
are offi cially a junior ranger for the state 
parks. A lot of kids really love that.”

Johnson Branch provides variety of activities, facilities

219 S. Ray Roberts Parkway
Tioga

940-437-3627
Open Monday-Friday: 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
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940-372-0396 • 940-372-0396 • mustangbaptistchurch.orgmustangbaptistchurch.org

Coach G.A. Moore, Pastor • Brian Lynn, Associate PastorCoach G.A. Moore, Pastor • Brian Lynn, Associate Pastor

A family-
oriented, 
hymnal-

using,using,
Bible-Bible-

teaching 
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Mustang Mustang 

Baptist 

ChurchChurchChurch

The harrowing challenge of 
Johnson Branch’s DORBA trail 
leaves these bikers in need of 
the shade and seating provided 
throughout the park at the mouth 
of most trails.

Basil Gist/The Post-Signal
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Carver pours heart into service

By Basil Gist
Staff Writer
 A 13-year veteran of the Ray Rob-
erts Lake Johnson Branch Host Pro-

gram, Nancy Carver, is still going 
strong and chances are, you’ll catch a 
glimpse of her when checking in for a 
day at the lake.

 The host program is a volunteer 
program at Ray Roberts Lake and oth-
er Texas parks in which volunteers 
supplement park staff and assist in 

running the day-to-day operations.
 “When I first started, I was much 
younger; I’m 76 now,” Carver said. 
 When she came on, the program 

Park Host Nancy Carver has a smile on her face and a love of service on display for the visitors who come to the Johnson Branch Unit.
Basil Gist/The Post-Signal
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looked very different from how it does 
now.
 “The park host volunteer program 
was not then what it is now; we were 
few and far between,” Carver said. 
“We never had all the spots fi lled at 
one time because basically it was a re-
tired person’s position.”
 That perception has since changed, 
allowing all manner of people to take 
up the role.
 “I had one little girl who start-
ed here when she was 16, and I went 
to her college graduation about a 
month ago,” Carver said. “I still keep 
in touch with nearly everybody who 
has worked here. You don’t have to 
stay like I do, you don’t have to be here 
for 13 years, you can be all over the 
place.”
 When she signed on in her 60s, she 
spent more time in the fi eld, Carver 

said, but as age has set in, she’s found 
her best use is behind the technology.
 “I was fortunate enough to get 
computer training where I worked be-
fore for 26 years,” Carver said. “I re-
tired from Kraft Foods, and they 
made sure I was trained on a comput-
er.”
 She’s made her way through three 
separate operating systems at the 
park, each one “better and easier” 
than the last, she said. 
 Thirteen years equates to a pletho-
ra of memories, but when asked what 
she most loves to see, Carver pinpoint-
ed parents taking their children fi sh-
ing for the fi rst time as a hallmark.
 She recounted a recent story about 
a mother who wanted to fi sh with her 
children but mentioned not being able 
to afford poles.
 “I said ‘we have them, we loan 

them,’” Carver said. “Bring your kids 
out, we’ll help you take them.”
 Spending so much time at the win-
dow and around the headquarters, 
Carver has seen more than her share 
of families drive by and coworkers 
come through.
 “The people in charge of choos-
ing the employees are very careful to 
choose people that will fi t with us,” 
Carver said. “Nobody’s the same, 
we’re all from different walks of life. 
The family just keeps growing, and 
nobody ever really goes away.”
 She expressed thanks for her supe-
riors’ discerning eye, because it has 
let her grow her family a little larger 
with each new batch of employees and 
volunteers. 
 “We don’t have an offi ce situation, 
we have a family situation,” Carv-
er said. “I do everything I can to help 

them because they’re always helping 
me.”
 At 76, however, Carver has begun 
considering bringing her saga to a 
close.
 “I have been toying with the idea of 
retiring,” Carver said. “I’ve got seven 
great-grandkids that are getting very 
interesting.”
 With her next break in service 
coming up in just over a year, Carver’s 
current chapter at the park may be her 
fi nal, although she pressed nothing 
was yet set in stone.
 “One year from Sept. 1 is my time 
to move out, and that’s when I’ll seri-
ously start thinking about whether 
I need to retire or not,” Carver said. 
“It’s my home, and they’re my family.”

Years of service show Carver’s dedication to Texas parks
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Beetle Cardinal

Catfi sh Cormorant Deer Goose

Racerunner

 There’s a wide variety of creatures to fi nd within the  There’s a wide variety of creatures to fi nd within the 
Ray Roberts Lake State Park complex, ranging from Ray Roberts Lake State Park complex, ranging from 
insects that live in the water and on land, to migratory insects that live in the water and on land, to migratory 
and birds who stay year-round as well as reptiles that and birds who stay year-round as well as reptiles that 
include the six-lined racerunner and various snakes include the six-lined racerunner and various snakes 
to mammals as small as squirrels to as large as white-to mammals as small as squirrels to as large as white-
tailed deer.tailed deer.
 The fi sh, which include bottom-dwellers like catfi sh  The fi sh, which include bottom-dwellers like catfi sh 
and bass, draw out anglers all year.and bass, draw out anglers all year.
 The following are a collection of animals seen at  The following are a collection of animals seen at 
Ray Roberts Lake State Park within the last year.Ray Roberts Lake State Park within the last year.
 See which of the animals on this page you can fi nd at  See which of the animals on this page you can fi nd at 
the park.the park.

Ray Roberts Lake animal search

Orb Weaver

Pelican TurkeyRabbit Wild Pig

Story & Pictures by 
Abigail Allen/The Post-Signal
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 Lighthouse Cove RV Park 
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Natural
beauty

Visitors to the shore of 
Ray Roberts Lake left be-
hind a natural sculpture, 
made up of the rocks 
on the shoreline in the 
spring.

Abigail Allen/
The Post-Signal


